
NATIONAL HIS'.IC LANDMARK 

:1) 

- 
Site of National Sigiificance 

Wye House, Maryland 

Location: Talbot County, on Miles Neck River, 6.9 miles north-
vest of Easton, via U.S. 33, U.S. 370 and Bruffs 
Island. Road. 

Ownership: Mr. and Mrs. Morgan B. Schiller, R.D. 1, Easton, 
Maryland. 

Statement of Significance 

Wye House, built in 1781-8 and achieving its final 
form by 1799,  is an outstanding examp1e of a large Southern 
frame plantation house. Possibly designed by Robert Key, archi-
tect and carpenter of Annapolis, Wye House is a seven-part "Roman 
Country House" composition and it illustrates the transition in 
style from late Georgian to Early Federal architecture. 

History 

Construction of Wye House, built for Edward Lloyd IV 
(1744-96), a wealthy Maryland planter,1  began about 1781 and the 
central block and two detached dependencies were completed in 1784. 
Robert Key, a carpenter of Annapolis worked on the house between 
1781 and 1798  and may have also been the. designer of the plan. 
By 1799 the house had assumed its original and present seven-part 
form: the two detached pavilions had been connected to the central 
block by means of sniafl one-story hyphens and two one-story end-
units had been added to the sides of the pavilions. The portico 
on the south or front elevation and the large veranda on the north 
or garden facade had also been added by 1799.  The plantation has 

been in the possession of the Lloyd fein.ily since 1658. 

Condition 

The Wye House is a seven-part composition 151 feet long 
and is comprised of a tall two-story central block 11.7 feet wide by 
112 feet deep, with two flanking lower two-story symmetrical 

1Tax records for 1783 indicate that Edward Lloyd IV then owned 
261 slaves, 11,884 acres of land, 579 hogs, 215,000 pounds of tobacco 
and 500 ounces of'.p1ate. 



a narrow east-west cross hail that loads to the two wings. The 
east cross hail (to the right) is wid.er  and beyond an elliptical 
arch, situated against the south cross hail wall; is a fine late 
Georgian stair. Also from the right side of the entrance hail--
near the front- -a door leads Into a small office and across the 
hail is the small south parlor. The north (garden) front of the 
central block, beyond the east-west cross hail, is occupied by 
two large rooms: the north parlor to the left and the dining room 
to the right or east. In the office the wall over the chimney is 
paneled and the fireplace is flanked by cupboards. The high 
mantel is carved with a Greek key design. In the south parlor 
the paneling across the chimney is similar to that of the office. 
There is a small cupboard to the right of the fireplace and the 
left side has horizontal paneling of flat sheathing. An eared 
m1ding, designed to frame a portrait, outlines the space directly 
above the fireplace. The hail cornices are carved in Wall of Troy 
designs. Both the north parlor and dining room, which are connected 
by an elliptical arched opening with sliding doorE, have light 
cornices and high carved mantels that are surmounted by paneling 
and eared molding. Both rooms also have "jib" windows--windows 
whose lower parts are hinged and can be opened for use as doors. 
The Interior of Wye House has several similarities to the Chase-
Lloyd House In Annapolis, which Edward Lloyd IV completed in lTTi-, 
notably the door escutchens, drop handles, and flat friezes with 
curved ends over some inner doors on the first floor. Some of the 
drop handles are of silver. These interiors are little-altered 
and are furnished with many original Lloyd 18th century pieces and 
paintings * 

North of the house is a grass lawn about 50 feet wide 
and 100 yards long. At the northern end of this green is located 
the architecturally noteworthy Orangerie, a brick structure incor-
porating within its walls the remains of a earlier similar building. 

The Orangerie is 85 feet long, with a central two-story section 
flanked by lower wings, and in its present form dates from the 1790s. 
The two-story hipped.-roofed central portion is four bays long and 
has very tall one-story rectangular windows on the first floor. 
The brick walls are covered with stucco that is rusticated in 
Imitation of stonework and the second story windows are small and 
square. The flanking hipped-roof wings, each 26 feet and three 
bays long, are raised one step above grade, and have very tall 
one-story arched windows. The building was used to grow orange 
and lemon trees and the center second-story contained a 18th century 
billard room. The Organerle at ill contains a rare example of an 
original 18th central heating system (hot air duct system). On 
both sides of the green are original 18th century formal gardens 
that cover between four and five acres. On the west side of the 
green stands the Captain'3 House, which is believed to have been 
an original dependency of the first Wye House, built by Edward 
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Attachment for A. 

WYE HOUSE, TALBOT COUNTY. MARYLAND 

Boundaries of the Historic Site: 

Approximately 127.64 acres of land in the shape of a rec
tangle, 

including the Wye House Plantation House and its dependencies, 

starting at the southwest corner at latitude 38°501 46" N. - 

longitude 7601013011  W., proceeding about 4100 feet to th
e northeast 

to the northwest corner at lat. 
38°5124  N. - long. 760101 14" W•, 

then continuing to the southeast about 1600 feet to the 
northeast 

corner on the west bank of Lloyd Creek at lat. 
38051119?!  N. - long. 

76009561 W., then going southwest about 4100 feet to the southeast 

corner on the north edge of the county highway at lat. 
38050t1?t  N. - 

long. 760101 13" W., then returning to the northeast about 1600 feet
 

along the north edge of the county highway to the beginn
ing, the 

southwest corner. Precise boundaries, as described abov
e, are 

recorded in red on a copy of U.S. Geological Survey Map
: St. Michaels 

Quadrangle, Maryland 7.5 Minute Series (Topographic), 19
42, on file 

with the Branch of Historical Surveys, Division of Histo
ry, Office 

of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Park S
ervice. 

Total acreage in the Wye House Plantation is about 966 a
cres. 
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4iaJ Ia—k 

IaJ,t%QJ gç  .• 
I House , on Miles Neck River 6.9 miles northwest of Easton, 
Talbot County, Maryland. The tran1tion from late-Georgian to earl:, 
Federal 10 illustrated in the Wyc House, built 1781-1784 and 

• :tchieving its final form by 1789. Possibly designed b:, Robert Key. 
.irchitect and carpenter of Annapolis, Wye House is a seven-part 

p 'Roman Country House" composition. It is an outstanding exap1e 
ffl a large Southern frame plantation house. Still an..operating 
plantation,' the mansion is used as a residence and is not open t.. 
visitors. 
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