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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only
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1. Name of Property

Historic name: Odenton Masonic Lodge No. 209

Other names/site number: Old Masonic Hall; Odenton Historical Center; AA-2423
Name of related multiple property listing: N/A

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

2. Location

Street & number: 1367 Odenton Road
City or town: Odenton  State: MD_ County: Anne Arundel
Not For Publication: Vicinity:

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this X nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property ~x meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria.
I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

___national _ statewide _ X local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A B x_ C D

Gorudtth s
Director/MDSHPO June 9, 2022

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

_Maryland Historical Trust

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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County and State

In my opinion, the property __ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register

___determined eligible for the National Register

___determined not eligible for the National Register

__removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Private:

Public — Local

Public — State

Public — Federal

X

Sections 1-6 page 2
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Odenton Masonic Lodge No. 209 (AA-2423)
Name of Property

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s) X

District

Site

Structure

Object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1

| b—
)

buildings
sites
structures
objects

Total

Anne Arundel County, MD

County and State

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

_SOCIAL/Meeting Hall

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE/Museum
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

_LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revival

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
_ ASBESTOS

_ ASPHALT

__WOOD

_ CONCRETE

Summary Paragraph Odenton Masonic Lodge No. 209 is a two-story frame meeting hall
constructed in 1912, located on the south side of Odenton Road in Odenton, Maryland. The
rectangular building measures 5 bays by 3 bays and is covered by a gable roof with a
pronounced flare or “kick” and deep overhanging eaves. A small kitchen wing projects to the
rear. The entrance comprises paneled double doors surrounded by an elaborate Colonial
Revival architrave. Windows throughout the building are wooden two-over-two sash.

Narrative Description The building is a Colonial Revival-influenced white two-story frame
structure containing an estimated 3,728 square feet of above-grade floor area. The
construction was begun in 1909 and completed in 1912. The kitchen was added to the rear of
the building sometime after 1912. The building stands on a rectangular lot containing
approximately one-quarter acre at the southeast corner of Odenton Road and Waco Avenue.
The foundation is poured concrete and concrete block on concrete footings. The exterior is
sheathed in asbestos shingles; the gable roof has asphalt shingle covering.

EXTERIOR: North Facade — The principal entrance is located in the rightmost bay. The
door surround, with fanlight, pediment, and dentilled cornice, is the most elaborate exterior
architectural feature of the building, and appears to have been derived from the entrance of
the Hammond-Harwood House (1774) in Annapolis. The front porch is concrete with
decorative balusters. A lighted Masonic symbol, probably dating from the mid-20™ century,
is located above the entrance. The remaining first-floor bays are defined by two-over-two
sash with louvered shutters (fabricated in 2019 to replicate original fabric). Five identical
windows mark the five bays of the second story.
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East Side -- On the first floor there are two double hung windows. On the second floor there
is an apsidal protrusion measuring one foot wide by two feet deep, topped by a gable. The
flare of the gable roof is most evident from the east and west ends. Eaves are finished with a
simple boxed cornice with returns.

South Side (Rear) -- The first floor is lighted by a pair of two-over-two double-hung
windows and has a transomed secondary exit accessed by a handicap ramp constructed with
pressure treated lumber which was added in 2018. A one-story kitchen wing approximately
23 feet wide projects from the western side of this elevation. The wing has an asymmetrical
gable roof with overhanging eaves. On the second floor of the main block are four double
hung windows and a fire exit. A brick chimney rises from the lower slope of the roof.

West Side -- The west side of the main block has three two-over-two windows evenly spaced
across the second story; the lower level is unfenestrated. A small pedimented projection at
the northern corner provides an entrance to the basement. The kitchen addition is
approximately 15 feet wide, and is spanned by a wooden entrance porch.

INTERIOR:

Entryway - The front door opens into an entryway that allows access to the Social Hall,
basement stairs, and a staircase leading to the second floor. Dominant architectural features
include the decorative wooden staircase, wainscoting throughout the entryway, paneled
wooden interior and exterior doors, fluted door frames with cornices, and tall, paneled
woodwork over a door on the rear wall that opens into a rest room. All of the woodwork is
varnished and most is original to the building. Wall treatments are painted plaster above
wainscoting. Modern vinyl floor tile surrounds a circular Masonic emblem believed to made
of linoleum or a rubberized material; the emblem predates 1945. The chandelier is a modern
replacement and is not representative of the original type.

Social Hall - Entry to the Social Hall is by way of pocket doors with fluted wood framing
and paneling above. The Social Hall has wainscoting throughout, painted plaster walls above
the wainscoting, and sash windows with fluted wooden frames. A drop ceiling is fitted with
modern acoustical ceiling tiles and fluorescent lights. During restoration work, a decorative
metal cornice was discovered near the ceiling, and behind the cornice, a decorative frieze
stenciled on the upper wall; these elements were preserved in place. A paneled wooden
interior door with tall, paneled woodwork above the door opens into a rest room. A recently
installed exterior rear door leads to the parking area. Modern vinyl tile covers the floor of the
Social Hall.

Kitchen - The kitchen is reached through the Social Hall. The kitchen contains modern
appliances and work surfaces, a modern drop ceiling with fluorescent lights, and a mix of old
and new wooden cabinets. A pressed metal ceiling remains in place above the drop ceiling.
A Vulcan gas stove dates to the mid-20" century. An original interior door opens into a
utility closet. An original exterior door opens onto the side porch. Modern vinyl tile covers
the kitchen floor.
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Staircase - The decorative staircase in the entryway is original and intact, with paneled
newel post and balustrade made of varnished wood. An intermediate landing reverses the
direction of the stairs. The steps are covered with wall-to-wall carpet. The upper stair
landing has two varnished wooden interior doors with fluted wood framing and cornices; the
doors lead to small rooms. The stair landing also has wall-to-wall carpet and two closets.

Preparation Room - The Preparation Room, located off the second-floor stair landing,
housed special or ceremonial garments worn by Masons and members of the Order of the
Eastern Star during meetings. A sash window faces north. Three closets retain their original
doors, two paneled and one made of wainscoting to match the surrounding wall. One closet
provides access to the attic via a wooden ladder attached to a wall inside the closet. There is
a connecting interior door leading into the Meeting Room.

Meeting Room - The second-floor Meeting Room corresponds to the first-floor Social Hall
in size, location, and footprint. The Meeting Room has modern wood paneling instead of
wainscoting. Above the paneling, the walls are painted blue, indicating that this building
housed a blue lodge or one that supported the first three degrees of Freemasonry. The barrel
arch ceiling, installed in 1948-1949, replaced the original flat ceiling and part of the attic.
East and west arched alcoves in the Meeting Room house podiums and neon lighting for the
Worshipful Master and Senior Warden respectively, but no furniture remains. Raised
platforms for the Masons’ chairs still exist against the north and south walls, and a podium
for the Junior Warden against the south wall. Wall-to-wall carpet covers the floor. Modern
indirect fluorescent lighting has been installed on top of art deco wall coves added in 1948-
1949. Ceiling fans and spotlights at the top of the barrel arch survive from 1948-1949. An
emergency exit door opens onto a fire escape.

Ante Room - The Ante Room opens off the second-floor stair landing. In this room, Masons
signed in and presented their credentials to the Tyler before entering the Meeting Room. An
interior connecting door was part of a door knocking ritual that accompanied entrance into
the Meeting Room. The Ante Room now serves as an office for the Odenton Heritage
Society. It has one sash window facing south.

Basement - The basement is an unfinished space with a concrete floor and concrete
foundation walls. The locations of a coal furnace and coal chute facing Odenton Road are
visible. A gas furnace occupies part of the basement.

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
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B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1912 — 1971

Significant Dates
1912, 1948

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation
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Architect/Builder:

Warfield, J. Asa, builder

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph Odenton Masonic Lodge No. 209 is
significant under Criterion C as a well-preserved representative example of a type of fraternal
hall characteristic of small communities in the early 20% century. Its interior organization
reflects a processual movement from more public spaces to increasingly private areas associated
with Masonic practice. The entry hall and Social Hall on the first floor are separated by a
decorative staircase from upper-story spaces dedicated to specific aspects of Masonic ritual. The
stair provides access to the Preparation Room where Masonic regalia is donned, and the Ante
Room where members’ credentials are challenged, finally entering the Lodge Hall whose
furnishings conform to the hierarchy of the organization. The building retains a high degree of
integrity and recently benefited from a sensitive campaign of rehabilitation.

Period of Significance — 1912 — 1971: The period of significance begins with the completion of
the building in 1912 and extends to a date fifty years in the past. The building remained in
continuous use by the Masons until 2001 when they built a new lodge in a different Odenton
location. The Odenton Heritage Society, Inc. purchased the building in 2001 and has maintained
its historic character.

Odenton, Maryland is located in Anne Arundel County, 20 miles south of Baltimore, 30 miles
north of Washington, D. C. and 15 miles northwest of Annapolis. The town of Odenton grew
around the junction of the Annapolis and Elk Ridge Railroad, which opened in 1840, and the
Baltimore and Potomac Railroad which opened in 1872. Odenton quickly became the most
important junction town in central Maryland. Since 1840, when the steam-powered Annapolis
and Elk Ridge Railroad was built, Odenton maintained its reputation as a railroad town. But
even though innumerable conductors and passengers have navigated through the place there is
more to the community’s identity than tracks and bridges. The railroads employed scores of
residents, and the town was dotted with facilities that kept the trains running. Although the
railroads had a great role in the development of Odenton, the railroads were also a great value in
bringing Masons from all over to Odenton, committed to their mission to unite and then built
their most lasting monument — Odenton Lodge No. 209, AF&AM. The original town center
along Odenton Road is a local Historic District in Anne Arundel County. Restored homes,
churches, community buildings, and railroad structures dating from 1872 to 1950 commemorate
Odenton’s place in local and regional history.

Narrative Statement of Significance:
The following paragraphs are excerpted from a historical sketch prepared ca. 1958 by longtime
Masonic Lodge Secretary, J. Irving Waters:

Odenton Lodge No. 209 was granted a charter on May 12, 1908 by the Grand Lodge of
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Maryland. The charter was signed by Bro. Thomas
J. Shryock, who had at that time been Grand Master of Masons in Maryland for some 27
years.
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The men who formed the first nucleus of Odenton Lodge were of diverse backgrounds —
a fact which has remained typical of Odenton Lodge, and which is, indeed, typical of
Masonry, which unites men of every country, sect, and opinion. Bro. Downs, the
Worshipful Master, had been a school teacher at one time, and subsequently worked for
the federal government at the Customs House in Baltimore. Bro. J. Asa Warfield (1868 -
1954), a carpenter, builder, and farmer, was primarily responsible for the construction of
the building and served as the second Worshipful Master. Bro. Bier — usually known as
“Uncle Bob” — worked at the Library of Congress and served as Sunday School
superintendent at Bethel Church, which was located within what is now Fort Meade. Bro.
Ryon was a physician. Bro. Silver was a storekeeper and a member of the Jewish faith.
These men, coming as they did from several walks of life, and differing widely even in
their religious beliefs, had one very important characteristic in common: they were all
Masons, and as such, built their most lasting monument — Odenton Lodge No. 209,
AF&AM.

For some time after the lodge was chartered, it met in the old school building located
between the present Temple and Brodsky’s store. It was, of course, essential that the
lodge build a home of its own. The Odenton Masonic Lodge elected John Watts
Treasurer of the lodge in December 1908. Five months later, he conveyed family-owned
land to the lodge for their building. To that end, money was obtained from several
sources. A part of the necessary amount was obtained by means of a bank loan. A
number of the brethren furnished sums of money, regarding them as donations, and
expecting no repayment. Much to their surprise, all these sums were gradually repaid,
until by 1920 the entire indebtedness incurred in connection with the construction of the
Temple had been retired, and the mortgage burned.

Actual construction of the building was under the supervision of Bro. Warfield, who did a
great deal of the work himself. He was assisted by many of the brethren, who gave
generously of their time, their skills, and their aching backs. The Masons purchased some
of the lumber from Joseph T. Steinacker in Baltimore. By 1912, the building was
completed, and it has served well ever since.

Being located near a large military reservation, Odenton Lodge has, since early in its
history, enjoyed a close relationship with our Masonic brethren in the armed forces and
has served as host to many Masons who were far from their home lodges. During World
War I, the lodge, only ten years old at the time — raised approximately 200 candidates, of
whom the greater majority was military personnel, and about 50 percent of whom were
raised as courtesies to other jurisdictions. Meetings were held three times weekly — on
Monday and Wednesday nights and on Saturday afternoons. Degrees were conferred
upon candidates from almost every state in the Union. Many visitors were Masons from
foreign countries. Sometimes as many as 75 visitors were present at a single
communication.

Grand Master Shryock instructed the Worshipful Master — then Secretary, Bro. J. Irving
Waters, who was Master of Odenton Lodge in 1918, 1919, and 1920 — to “feed them” at
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every meeting, and to send the bills to the Grand Lodge. His instructions were followed
and every meeting was followed by a collation which might consist of everything from a
hot dog to a turkey dinner -- a tradition which has continued. The “Dough Boys” from
Fort Meade turned out by platoons to partake of the refreshments offered by this little
“country lodge.”

After World War I, Odenton Lodge continued to welcome the Masons and the “Dough
Boys” who found themselves stationed at Fort Meade. Many of the officers and enlisted
men at the post became Masons in Odenton Lodge. Many of them served as officers of
the lodge, and several were honored by election to the position of Worshipful Master. As
a consequence, Odenton Lodge has members scattered all over the world, and one is
likely to encounter Masons who have visited Odenton wherever one goes.

In 1948, Bro. Ephraim Winer, President of National Plastics and a member of Cassia
Lodge No. 45, funded a remodeling of the lodge interior.

Over the years the building has been home to Odenton Lodge No. 209 AF&AM, Odenton
Chapter No. 209 OES, Jobs Daughters Chapter No. 46, The Order of the Eastern Star #29,
Demolay Chapters and Concordia Royal Arch Chapter No.1. The masonic order is not only a
fraternal organization but is also the sponsor of many charities — Shrine Hospitals, Eye Banks,
Burn Centers and many others.

The Masons relocated to a new lodge building in 2001, and the Old Masonic Hall was purchased
by the Odenton Heritage Society with financial assistance from the Anne Arundel County MD
Capital Projects Association (Deed is dated June 15, 2001) and is now known as the Odenton
Heritage Society’s Historical Center. From 2001 — 2015, the all-volunteer group, under the
guidance and regulations of the Maryland Historical Trust, installed a new roof on the Masonic
Hall, completed repairs including electrical work, a new HVAC system, much-needed exterior
repairs around the base of the building, new restrooms, and an access door entrance that included
a handicap ramp.

The Old Masonic Hall is now totally ADA-compliant. From 2017 through 2020, the group
continued renovations to the exterior of the building which include replacing the front porch and
steps, scraping and painting doors and trim work, restoring the original fanlight window over the
front door, painting of the handicap ramp and painting of the Masonic lighted symbol above the
doors. A major part of the renovation was the removal of the plywood from all of the windows,
front and side, also repairing and replacing broken window panes and the installation of new
custom made shutters to the front side of the building.

The Old Masonic Hall now serves as a local history museum, public archives, the Odenton
Heritage Society’s administrative office, and a community meeting place. The museum houses
exhibits that educate visitors on how railroads have influenced the growth and development of
Odenton since the 1860s. The museum features objects, period settings, photographs, and AV
presentations about railroad history, railroad workers, and the town itself — homes and
neighborhoods, community organizations, stores, churches, and businesses in the local Historic
District and surrounding areas. Visitors can view artifacts from the railroad, military, historic
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homes, churches, and even baseball since the establishment of Odenton in 1872. The Odenton
Heritage Society writes and publishes the ‘Heritage Times” news journal for members and the
community, and also hosts community events, educational programs and fundraising.

The Odenton Heritage Society was presented the Best of Maryland Community Choice Award
from statewide nonprofit historic preservation organization Preservation Maryland on August 27,
2020. The award cited the Odenton Heritage Society as “a model for a scaled and sustainable
approach to local preservation — it is exactly the type of work that Preservation Maryland is
proud to elevate to the state and national level.”

On November 9, 2020 “The Daily Record” newspaper presented the Odenton Heritage Society
its award of “Excellence in Construction for Historic Preservation” for work in completing the
restoration of the Old Masonic Hall.

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

Donna Ware, Odenton Survey District AA-869, Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties,
Crownsville, MD, 1985

J. Irving Waters, “Odenton Lodge: A Historical Sketch,” (ms., n.d.).

James “Bus” Conboy (Member of Odenton Masons), typewritten notes about the Masonic Hall
history after a walk through on March 19, 1992

History of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons of Maryland, 1888 - 1950
(published in 1951 — written prior to the 50" anniversary observance in 1958)

Odenton Heritage Society History, OHS Heritage Times and Newsletters
Personal communications from OHS Members - Wylie Donaldson, Roger White, Warren Leister
Photos by OHS Members Don Horneck and Ted Rieve

Catherine O'Malley, Odenton: The Town a Railroad Built. n.p., 1978.

Description of the Improvements to the Masonic Hall by Thomas B. Herbert, Real Estate
Appraiser, 2001

Baltimore Sun Newspaper Articles: October 27, 1910, March 8, 1912,
October 17, 1912, and October 29, 1917, October 31,1956

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
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___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
__ previously listed in the National Register
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
_recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:
X  State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
___ Local government
_ University
_____ Other

Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): AA-2423

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  approximately .226 acre

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 39.083888 Longitude: -76.700277
2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or

UTM References

Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
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1. Zone: Easting: Northing:

2. Zone: Easting: Northing:

3. Zone: Easting: Northing:

4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The nominated property is described in Liber 10544, folio 00150 among the Deed Records of
Anne Arundel County, Maryland, and is further depicted among the Plat Records of Anne
Arundel County in Plat Book 0008, Plat 0047. These references are current as of the date of
submittal of this nomination.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
Boundaries encompass the full extent of the property historically associated with the
resource.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Donna Donaldson, DIR Administration; Elizabeth Slayton, Secretary
organization: Odenton Heritage Society, Inc.

street & number: 1367 Odenton Rd.

mailing address: P.O. Box 282

city or town: Odenton State: MD zip code: 21113

e-mail wnd281@yverizon.net

telephone: 410 935 8285
date: November 15, 2020

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property:

City or Vicinity:

County: State:
Photographer:

Date Photographed:

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
camera:

1 of

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows:

Tier 1 —60-100 hours
Tier 2 — 120 hours
Tier 3 — 230 hours
Tier 4 — 280 hours

The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525.
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The following information applies to all photographs which accompany this documentation:

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) Number: AA-2423
Name of Property: Odenton Masonic Lodge No. 209

Location: Anne Arundel County, Maryland

Photographer: Odenton Heritage Society, Inc.

Date taken: 2020

Location of original digital files [or negatives]: MD SHPO

Photo captions:
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