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HO-742-1

Spano Family House
9201 Old Guilford Road
Private

Description:

The Spano Family House faces south toward the road and is set back from it on a generally flat
and partially wooded lot. The house is a one-story, three-bay by three-bay Cape Cod with a
raised basement. It has rubble granite walls that have a raised white bead mortar joint. There is
a gable roof with asphalt shingles and an east-west ridge. There is an interior stone chimney on
the east, set south of the ridge. The south elevation has a wood door in the center set inside a
projecting granite portico that has a semi-circular arch. The east elevation has a raised porch just
north of the south bay openings and it extends to near the north corner. The north elevation has a
three-bay porch with shed roof. The west elevation has an enclosed porch. The first story has a
double-pile plan of four rooms, one in each corner, with a vestibule in the center of the front and
an enclosed stair to the unfinished attic ascending to the north from this vestibule and dividing
the eastern and western rooms. The southeast room has a fireplace on the east with a raised brick
hearth that appears to be firebrick. There is a rubble stone mantel. The firebox has a semi-
circular arched opening. To the northwest of the house is a frame garage.

Significance:

The Spano Family House sat on part of the former Maryland Granite Company quarry site in
Guilford. The company, had been founded in January 1901 by William H. Evans. Quarry
operations had reportedly ceased several years prior to Evans’ death in 1917, and after his death
all of the equipment was sold, as well as much of the property. William C. Handley, owner of an
adjoining property, offered the executors of Evans’ estate $2,500 for the remaining property.

The sale was ratified in March 1919, and in October 1924 Handley sold most of the land to
Joseph Spano and Cosmo Spano, co-partners in the firm of C. Spano & Son in Washington, D.
C. Cosmo Spano worked as a brick layer and contractor and so did his oldest son, Joseph. Both
appear to have lived in the city their whole lives, so this house was presumably built as a summer
residence to escape the heat of the city. Cosmo died in 1929, at the age of 59, but Joseph and his
wife, Maude, continued to own the house until 1945. The stonework on the Spano house was
beautifully executed, with raised white beads to the pointing, which created a regularity to the
rubble work. The plan of the house was simple, though unusual for the 1920s, with a lobby entry
and rooms in all four corners of the house. It was demolished in late 2016.
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic Spano Family House
other

2. Location

street and number 9201 Old Guilford Road __not for publication
city, town Columbia X_ vicinity
county Howard

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name 9201 Guilford Properties LLC
street and number 2711 Moores Valley Drive telephone
city, town Baltimore state  MD zip code 21209

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Howard County Courthouse liber 16990folio 43

city, town Ellicott City tax map 42 tax parcel 28 tax ID number

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
district _____public agriculture __ landscape Contributing Noncontributing

_ X building(s) _ X private commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 2 1 buildings

__ structure _____ both defense __ religion 0 0 sites

__ site domestic ____ social 0 0 structures

_____ object ___education ____transportation 0 0 objects
funerary _____work in progress 2 1 Total

____government ______unknown

health care _ X vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
industry __ other: previously listed in the Inventory

0



A

7. Description Inventory No. HO-742-1

Condition
__ excellent ___ deteriorated
X good ____ruins
__ fair ___ altered demolished 2017

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Summary:

The Spano Family House faces south toward the road and is set back from it on a generally flat and
partially wooded lot. The house is a one-story, three-bay by three-bay Cape Cod with a raised basement.
It has rubble granite walls that have a raised white bead mortar joint. There is a gable roof with asphalt
shingles and an east-west ridge. There is an interior stone chimney on the east, set south of the ridge.
The south elevation has a wood door in the center set inside a projecting granite portico that has a semi-
circular arch. The east elevation has a raised porch just north of the south bay openings and it extends to
near the north corner. The north elevation has a three-bay porch with shed roof. The west elevation has
an enclosed porch. The first story has a double-pile plan of four rooms, one in each corner, with a
vestibule in the center of the front and an enclosed stair to the unfinished attic ascending to the north
from this vestibule and dividing the eastern and western rooms. The southeast room has a fireplace on
the east with a raised brick hearth that appears to be firebrick. There is a rubble stone mantel. The
firebox has a semi-circular arched opening. To the northwest of the house is a frame garage.

Description:

The Spano Family House is located at 9201 Old Guilford Road in Guilford in southeastern Howard
County, Maryland. The house faces south toward the road and is set back from it on a generally flat and
partially wooded lot. To the northwest of the house is a frame garage.

House, Exterior

The house is a one-story, three-bay by three-bay Cape Cod with a raised basement. It has rubble granite
walls that have a raised white bead mortar joint. There is a gable roof with asphalt shingles and an east-
west ridge. There is an interior stone chimney on the east, set south of the ridge.

The south elevation of the basement has six granite steps with granite cheek walls, in the center bay;
they ascend to a concrete porch deck set on granite walls. The west bay has a boarded-up window
opening with granite voussoirs and a larger keystone, which is typical for the openings. There are steel
lintels under all of the voussoirs. The east bay has a six-light sash in a typical opening. The first story
has a wood door in the center that has four semi-circular-arched lights at the top of a rectangular door.
There are two lying panels in the center and two tall panels at the bottom. The square opening has
typical voussoirs and is set inside a projecting granite portico that has a semi-circular arch with typical
voussoirs and a gable roof with box cornice and eaves. The rake board has an ogee above a cavetto.
The east and west bays have a new twelve-over-twelve sash in a typical opening with stone sills. Some
half-round gutter survives to the west.

The east elevation has a six-panel wood door in the basement of the south bay. There are granite steps
down, a CMU wall on the south, and a typical opening. The first story of this bay has a new one-over-
one sash in a typical opening with a stone sill. There is a raised porch just north of the south bay
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openings and it extends to near the north corner. It has rubble stone walls and corner piers supporting a
semi-hip roof with standing-seam metal. There is a wood railing with square balusters and exposed
rafter ends. The porch is now screened. Behind the porch a chimney projects from the wall at the south
end of the porch, with weatherings on the north and south sides. The top course of stones is battered.
The center bay has a six-panel wood door in a typical opening and the north bay has a wood six-over-six
sash with stone sill in a typical opening. The gable end has a six-light sash with a stone sill and flat
stone lintel. In front of the porch are two CMU piers supporting a raised oil tank with a shed roof over
1t.

The north elevation has a door with four lights over three lying panels in both the east and west bays.
They have typical openings with concrete sills. The center bay has no opening. There is a three-bay
porch with rubble stone walls, a concrete deck, and square wood posts. The shed roof has been heavily
reworked and has inverted-v-seam metal roofing. This roofing is also on this side of the main block
gable roof. Just east of the porch, at floor level, is a small opening in the wall with a bead-board door
and screen on the inside. There is a brick chimney set north of the ridge and west of center, and a
granite chimney in the northwest corner that has battered stones at the top. There is a wood deck on the
west side of the porch that connects to the north side of the west porch and a handicap ramp off the side
of it. The north side of the west porch has a door with four lights over three lying panels and head-cut
trim. There is asbestos shingle siding over top of vertical bead-board.

The west elevation has an enclosed porch with a rubble stone base and concrete cap, and stone piers at
the corners. There is asbestos shingle infill between the piers, with two two-light sliding sash. The shed
roof has standing-seam metal and exposed rafter ends. The gable end of the house has a six-light sash
that matches the east gable end. The south elevation of the west porch has a new one-over-one sash.

House, Interior

The first story has a double-pile plan of four rooms, one in each corner, with a vestibule in the center of
the front and an enclosed stair to the attic ascending to the north from this vestibule and dividing the
eastern and western rooms. Most of the window sash are new.

The vestibule has a 3 Y4-inch tongue-and-grooved pine floor that runs north-south, and this flooring is
used throughout the first story. The baseboard has a quirked ogee on top and this is typical for the
house. The architrave has a quirked-ogee-and-bead backband and a quirked ogee on the inner edge.

The top piece of trim is a plain board. The east door has five lying panels with butt hinges that have ball
finials, and has a mortise lock with metal knobs. The west door has 15 lights and is a recent addition,
with new hinges. The attic stair door is missing and the door frame has been altered.
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The southeast room has typical baseboard. The architrave on the doors matches the vestibule but has a
rudimentary cornice across the top, with an ogee above a cavetto at the top and a small ogee near the
bottom of the field. The windows have no trim. There is a fireplace on the east with a raised brick
hearth that appears to be firebrick. There is a rubble stone mantel that is pointed with raised, half-round
joints. There are three corbels supporting a stone mantel shelf. The firebox has a semi-circular arched
opening with infill of firebrick and a steel door, as well as a patched over stove pipe hole. To the north
of the fireplace is a new, wood six-panel door to the east porch, in an original opening. On the west
elevation is a closet with a five-lying-panel door that has a glass knob. Inside the closet is a heat register
on the floor that appears to be original. The north elevation has a door that matches the closet door.

The northeast room has typical baseboard. The architrave on the north and south doors has the cornice
mouldings across the top, but the west door does not. A bathroom has been added in the southeast
corner of the room, as well as a closet on the west that projects into the northwest room. The north door
has four lights over three lying panels. The east window has a six-over-six wood sash with partial
architrave, and the sash is deeply recessed in the opening. The west door has five lying panels, butt
hinges with ball finials, and a mortise lock with metal knobs.

The northwest room has a closet added on the east. There is typical baseboard and door architrave that
has a plain board across the top. The west window has a two-over-two double hung wood sash that is
hung on cords. It is deeply recessed like the northeast room east sash, and contains most of its
architrave on each side. The north door has four lights over three lying panels, while the south door has
five lying panels, with butt hinges that have ball finials and a mortise lock with metal knobs.

The southwest room also has typical baseboard and typical architrave that has plain boards across the
top. The east door has five lying panels, butt hinges with ball finials, and a mortise lock with metal
knobs. This leads to the cellar stairs. The west door has four lights over three lying panels. The west
porch is now enclosed and contains a modern kitchen.

The attic is partially finished with dry wall on the western half. The rafters are 1 % inches by 5 %
inches, with a ridge beam at the center and collars nailed to the face of the rafters. The rafters support
solid board sheathing. The gable end walls are rubble stone on the interior face.

Garage

About 100 feet northwest of the house is a frame garage. It is a one-story structure with a CMU
foundation, German siding, and a gable roof that has standing seam metal and a north-south ridge. The
south elevation has two pair of large vehicle doors, of vertical boards with a cross-buck pattern on the
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top half. A shed-roofed addition is attached to the east side of the building, and there is a collapsed
shed-roofed addition on the north side. The west elevation has a window set south of center.



8. Significance Inventory No. HO-742-1

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
N __1600-1699 __ agriculture ___economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __ industry __ philosophy
__1800-1899 X architecture __ engineering __invention __ politics/government
X 1900-1999 __art __entertainment/ __ landscape architecture __ religion
__ 2000~ ___ commerce recreation __law __science
__ communications __ ethnic heritage __literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
__conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates N/A Architect/Builder N/A

Construction dates c. 1925

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

Summary:
The Spano Family House sat on part of the former Maryland Granite Company quarry site in Guilford.
The company, had been founded in January 1901 by William H. Evans. Quarry operations had

M reportedly ceased several years prior to Evans’ death in 1917, and after his death all of the equipment
was sold, as well as much of the property. William C. Handley, owner of an adjoining property, offered
the executors of Evans’ estate $2,500 for the remaining property. The sale was ratified in March 1919,
and in October 1924 Handley sold most of the land to Joseph Spano and Cosmo Spano, co-partners in
the firm of C. Spano & Son in Washington, D. C. Cosmo Spano worked as a brick layer and contractor
and so did his oldest son, Joseph. Both appear to have lived in the city their whole lives, so this house
was presumably built as a summer residence to escape the heat of the city. Cosmo died in 1929, at the
age of 59, but Joseph and his wife, Maude, continued to own the house until 1945. The stonework on
the Spano house was beautifully executed, with raised white beads to the pointing, which created a
regularity to the rubble work. The plan of the house was simple, though unusual for the 1920s, with a
lobby entry and rooms in all four corners of the house. It was demolished in late 2016.

Significance:

The Spano Family House sat on part of the former Maryland Granite Company quarry site in Guilford.
Quarrying in the area reportedly began about 1834 and continued until the Civil War. After the war,
little quarrying was done until 1893, when operations re-commenced in earnest. There were several
different quarrying operations in the area. One of them, the Maryland Granite Company, had been
founded in January 1901 with a capitalization of $100,000, and its history was summarized in a court
filing for the dissolution of the company in 1918:

That the said corporation was formed by the late William H. Evans for the purpose of
P acquiring and developing a marble quarry at Guilford, Howard County, Maryland, and

the said William H. Evans held 1988 out of 2000 shares of stock of said corporation.

That a large amount of money was expended in the purchase of the land embracing and



Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of Inventory No. HO-742-1
Historic Properties Form

Name: Spano Family House
Continuation Sheet

Number _8 Page 1

contiguous to said quarry, the erection of houses and hotel for the accommodation of the
mechanics, and the equipment of plant and large shed for the cutting and shipment of the
granite; but the venture did not prove a success and all work had been stopped at the
quarry prior to the death of the said William H. Evans which occurred January 24" 1917,
and the plant was lying idle and subject to depreciation and depredation by thieves, and
this condition had existed some time prior to the death of the said William H. Evans.

William H. Evans had been born in Ohio in 1840 and became a marble cutter, later moving to Columbus
and forming a partnership there. The business moved to Baltimore in 1870 and later became known as
the Evans Marble Company. He was president of several other companies, including the T. S. Godfrey
Marble Company of Knoxville, Tennessee, and the Vulcan Firebrick Company of Wilmont, Virginia.'

The corporate office for the Maryland Granite Company was located in Baltimore City, with the quarry
at Guilford. In April, 1902 the company was assessed for a stone house ($100), a dwelling ($800), a
double frame dwelling ($1,000), a double stone dwelling ($1,200), a shop shed ($3,000), and a derrick
and cranes ($29,808). The following year they had added a new hotel ($2,500), a store warehouse
($1,000), and made improvements to the cutting shed (presumably, the shop shed, valued at $5,000).
The merchandise at the store was worth $1,750 and the furniture at the hotel an additional $625. In
1908 the company was able to get all of their assessments reduced by about half. While the value on the
quarry equipment was only dropped to $17,338, the value of the double stone dwelling was dropped to
$298. The U. S. Geological Survey described the stone at the Maryland Granite Company quarry as “a
fine-grained medium-gray granite” and noted that it was the stone in the Guilford area that was “most
extensively quarried, because it possesses durable qualities that give it a wide range of uses.” This
quarry was the only one in Guilford in operation in 1908. The stone was used for general building and
for monuments, with the rough waste turned into paving blocks. Most of it was used in Maryland and
Pennsylvania, but some was also shipped to Atlanta, St. Louis, Chicago and New York.?

' See: Julianne Mueller and Richard Geidel, “Guilford Industrial Historic District” (HO-742), Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties, September 1999. Thomas Leonard Watson, Granites of the Southeastern Atlantic States, United States
Geological Survey, Bulletin 426 (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1910), p. 54. Circuit Court of Baltimore
City, Equity Papers, A-9363, 482/1918, Dissolution of The Maryland Granite Company of Baltimore City, Maryland State
Archives. “Commodore Evans Dead,” Baltimore Sun, 25 January 1917, p. 7.

2 Howard County Commissioners of the Tax, Assessment, District 6, 1896-1910, Maryland State Archives. Watson,
Granites of the Southeastern Atlantic States, pp. 54-55.
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Quarry operations had reportedly ceased several years prior to Evans’ death, and after his death all of the
equipment was sold, as well as much of the property. In July, 1917 the machinery was offered at
auction:

The Plant is complete with modern machinery, and includes about a mile of rails from 40
to 80 pounds, in all about 125 to 150 tons; 2 Swing Engines, 25-ton Derrick, 10x14 Cyl.,
15-ton Derrick Bull Wheel. 3 tons Chain Slings, Tools, Scrap Iron, Contents of
Blacksmith’s Shop. 2 Return Tubular Boilers, 150 — H. P. each, complete with stack,
Breechings, etc.; 20 H. P. Upright Boiler, Hot-Water Heater, 75 — H. P. Engine, Pulleys,
Shaftings, etc.; Belting, 1,000 feet Sullivan Air Compressor, Presser Tank, 5 x 12 feet;
500 feet Norwalk Air Compressor, Pneumatic Drill, lot Air Hose and Steel Drills, lot
Tool Steel Bars and Drills, one Locomotive, 5 Railroad Cars, 2 Hand Derricks, 5
Surfacing Machines, lot Blocks, Hangers, etc.; Stone Sawing Machine, Grindstone, Drill
Press, Steam Hammer, Rip Saw, Overhead Pulleys, Hangers and Shafting, Lane
Polishing Machine, Stone Crushing Machine, Sieves, Elevators, Bins, etc.; Pressing
Tank, Engine, one Large and one Small Blake Pump, Belt-Driven Double-Drum Hoisting
Engine, 2 Hoisting Engines, Double Drum and Double Cylinders, 7 x 10c.?

No mention was found of the hotel and houses that the company owned.

The company was in debt for $43,000 and, with the sale of this equipment its assets consisted of a few
small sums owed it, and “. . . a tract of land at Guilford, in Howard County, Maryland, estimated to
contain about seventeen acres, which contains a deep excavation from which large quantities of granite
were taken, and a large shed, frame store house and a number of small houses, all in a very dilapidated
condition.” After a sale contract for $2,300 fell through William C. Handley, owner of an adjoining
property, offered the executors of Evans’ estate $2,200 for the remaining property. It was accepted, but
someone else offered $2,500 for the property and Handley subsequently increased his offer to that
amount. The sale was ratified in March 1919, and in October 1924 Handley sold most of the land to
Joseph Spano and Cosmo Spano, co-partners in the firm of C. Spano & Son in Washington, D. C.*

Cosmo Spano immigrated from Italy in 1904, at about the age of 30, and after spending a year in
Scranton, Pennsylvania, moved to Washington, D. C. His wife apparently followed him from Italy two

3 Baltimore American, 13 July 1917, p. 13.

4 Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Equity Papers, A-9363, 482/1918, Dissolution of The Maryland Granite Company of
Baltimore City, Maryland State Archives.
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years later, along with their children. Spano worked as a brick layer and contractor and so did his oldest
son, Joseph. Both appear to have lived in the city their whole lives, so this house was presumably built
as a summer residence to escape the heat of the city.® The stone is presumably from the Guilford quarry
that they purchased. Since the quarry equipment had been sold separately, it would seem most likely
that the stone had already been cut and was sitting on the property; thus, laying it up in the walls would
have been easy for father and son, and they may very well have been responsible for the whole of
construction. Since they were in the construction business, it is possible that the Spanos bought the
quarry to use it, but there is no indication of this in the meager records available. Cosmo died in 1929,
at the age of 59, but Joseph and his wife, Maude, continued to own the house until 1945. They sold it
that year, now reduced to just under three acres, to James and Beatrice Gonce, who in turn sold it in
1950. It was purchased by Lunsford and Lillie Luckado, who lived here until 2009. It was demolished
in late 2016 to make way for a self-storage facility.

The stonework on the Spano house was beautifully executed, with raised white beads to the pointing,
which created a regularity to the rubble work. The exposed rafters on the porches show the influence of
the arts and crafts movement, and the house, though similar to a Cape Cod, also has affinities with
bungalows. The plan of the house was simple, though unusual for the 1920s, with a lobby entry where
most houses would enter into the living room. There were rooms in all four corners of the house, with
covered porches off of all of them. The living room, with a large stone fireplace, was in the southeast
corner and the kitchen probably in the northwest, since there was a stove chimney in the northwest
corner. Given its rural location, the Spanos probably were still cooking on a wood stove in the 1920s.
The dining room was presumably in the southwest corner, accessible from the lobby entry and the
kitchen, leaving the large room in the northeast corner for sleeping. The attic was never finished, but if
this was primarily a summer home, children could have slept up there or even on the porches. With
little information about the Spanos, however, an interpretation of the house must remain somewhat
conjectural.

3 U. S. Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C., 1920, 1930. Boyd'’s Directory of the District of Columbia, Washington,
DC: R. L. Polk & Co., 1920. “Rites for Cosmo Spano to be Held Tomorrow.” Washington, DC Evening Star, 8 July 1929,

p. 3.
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See footnotes

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 2.762 A
Acreage of historical setting 14.281 A
Quadrangle name Savage Quadrangle scale: 1:24000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The boundaries consist of the outlines of the property, tax map 42, parcel 28, which encompasses all of the
historic buildings and features on the site.

11. Form Prepared by

nameltitle Ken Short

organization Howard County Department of Planning & Zoning date January 2019
street & number 3430 Courthouse Drive telephone  410-313-4335
city or town Ellicott City state MD

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.
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