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H0-59 
"Mount Ida" 
3691 Sarah' s Lane, Ellicott City 
Private 

Description: 
"Mount Ida" is a two-story, three-bay by two-bay structure with a granite ashlar foundation that 
has a beveled water table. The walls are roughcast, reportedly over rubble stone, and the hipped 
roof has asphalt shingles and a balustrade in the center. The south elevation has a two-story 
portico in the center with a deck at the second story. The first story has a center doorway with 
paired doors and sidelights. The end bays each have a tripartite window. The southwest 
elevation has a two-story frame addition in the center, on brick piers. The first story has a center 
passage, with a double parlor to the northeast and a cross-passage with stairway to the southwest, 
in the center, dividing rooms in the west and south comers. The architrave has patera recessed 
into the comer blocks. There is a run plaster cornice. On the flat of the ceiling is a pulvinated 
band of five reeds, and at the comers and intersections of the band are comer blocks with patera. 
There are three matching ceiling medallions of run plaster, with four small acanthus leaves in the 
center of each. The double parlor cornice matches the passage, and additionally has a pulvinated 
band with three reeds set inside the band of five reeds. There are smaller patera where the three­
reed bands meet. Each parlor has a matching ceiling medallion of run plaster with a band of 
shallow cast grape clusters with vines and leaves. Both parlors have a fueplace centered on the 
northeast wall, with new mantels added. The second story has a passage in the center of the 
southwest end, containing the stairway, and a passage in the center of the building, with two 
chambers at the northeast end, two chambers to the northwest of the passage, and two more to 
the southeast of it. 

Significance: 
The traditional date for the construction of "Mount Ida" is given as 1828, but documentary 
research calls this into question, suggesting that construction likely began c. 1831-1833. 
"Mount Ida" was certainly complete by 1836. The house was designed and the building of it 
supervised by Baltimore architect R. C. Long, but whether it was the father or the son depends 
on when construction commenced. The house is in the astylar idiom of neoclassicism, with a 
hint of influence from the Greek Revival. It is built of rubble stone and was roughcast from the 
beginning, which helped to give it monumentality. This monumentality is also reinforced by the 
use of immense pilasters at the comers of the house. The ashlar stonework of the foundation is 
exceptionally fine. The plan of the house features a large center passage running the depth of the 
house, with a cross-passage containing the stair and dividing the dining room on the front from 
the kitchen or pantry to the rear. There was also a kitchen in the cellar, and documentation 
suggests that it was used for cooking. On the other side of the passage is a very stylish double 
parlor with immense folding doors. The stairway and mantels were stolen from the house while 
it sat vacant and awaiting demolition in the 1960s, but many original doors and Greek Revival 
plaster cornices and ceiling medallions survive. The medallions in the double parlor, with cast 
grapevine ornament, match one in the Elkridge Furnace Inn, also built in the 1830s for William 
Ellicott' s cousins. Also matching is the architrave with comer blocks containing patera. After 
William Ellicott's death in 1836 "Mount Ida" was shortly purchased by John S. Tyson, a 
Baltimore and Howard County attorney and judge. His daughter, Ida, for whom the house was 
supposedly named, continued to live here until her death in 1927. 
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Inventory No. H0-59 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Summary: 
"Mount Ida" is a two-story, three-bay by two-bay structure with a granite ashlar foundation that has a 
beveled water table. The walls are roughcast, reportedly over rubble stone, and the hipped roof has 
asphalt shingles and a balustrade in the center. The south elevation has a two-story portico in the center 
with a deck at the second story. The first story has a center doorway with paired doors and sidelights. 
The end bays each have a tripartite window. The southwest elevation has a two-story frame addition in 
the center, on brick piers. The first story has a center passage, with a double parlor to the northeast and 
a cross-passage with stairway to the southwest, in the center, dividing rooms in the west and south 
corners. The architrave has patera recessed into the corner blocks. There is a run plaster cornice. On 
the flat of the ceiling is a pulvinated band of five reeds, and at the corners and intersections of the band 
are corner blocks with patera. There are three matching ceiling medallions of run plaster, with four 
small acanthus leaves in the center of each. The double parlor cornice matches the passage, and 
additionally has a pulvinated band with three reeds set inside the band of five reeds. There are smaller 
patera where the three-reed bands meet. Each parlor has a matching ceiling medallion of run plaster 
with a band of shallow cast grape clusters with vines and leaves. Both parlors have a fireplace centered 
on the northeast wall, with new mantels added. The second story has a passage in the center of the 
southwest end, containing the stairway, and a passage in the center of the building, with two chambers at 
the northeast end, two chambers to the northwest of the passage, and two more to the southeast of it. 

Description: 
"Mount Ida" is located at 3691 Sarah's Lane (formerly 3748 Church Road) in Ellicott City, in 
northeastern Howard County, Maryland. The house sits on a high lot that slopes off to the southeast and 
southwest, with a flat road trace curving around the southeast side of the house. It is the only building 
on the site . 

Exterior 
The house is a two-story, three-bay by two-bay structure with a granite ashlar foundation that has a 
beveled water table. The walls are roughcast, reportedly over rubble stone, and the hipped roof has 
asphalt shingles. In the center is a balustrade with square posts at the corners, plain top and bottom rails, 
a crossbuck between, and a thin oval railing placed behind the crossbuck. 

The south elevation has a two-story portico in the center, with five granite steps between cheek walls. 
There are massive piers that are roughcast, and the porch has a deck at the second story is several inches 
higher than the floor of the house. The ceilings on both levels are bead board. The first story has a 
center doorway with paired doors of three panels each that have sunken fields and quirked ogee and 
fillet moulds. The fillet may be added later. There is a bead run both vertically and horizontally 
between all of the panels. There are three panels on each jamb and two on the soffit, with sunken, flat 
panels that have quirked Greek ogee moulds. There is a pilaster on each side of the door, with a torus in 
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the center of it and a rudimentary capital. The east pilaster has a block in the center with a hole in it for 
a door bell pull. There are sidelights with four lights over one panel, with lancet-profile muntins. The 
panels have sunken fields with quirked Greek ogee moulds. The end bays each have a tripartite window 
with a granite sill that has a wash and that contains iron catches for shutters for each side sash. There is 
a bullnose frame with three shutter hinges and/or mortises on each jamb. The center sash is a six-over­
six, with a three-over-three sash to each side. It is not clear ifthere were shutters to cover the center 
sash. The outer stop on the two mullions is screwed onto the outer face . The house has very wide 
pilaster strips at the comers. The second story has a center doorway with sidelights. There is a pair of 
doors with four lights over one panel. The sidelights have the muntins on the exterior; there are four 
lights over one panel that matches the door. To each side is a six-over-six sash with a granite sill that 
has a wash, and with shutter hinges and dogs. There is a plain frieze below the eaves and this is carried 
around the building, including on the pilaster strips which have no other ornament. 

The northeast elevation has no openings on the first story. The second story has two six-over-six sash in 
the center that have granite sills and shutter hinges and dogs. There are very wide pilaster strips at the 
comers. 

The northwest elevation center bay has steps down to a doorway to the basement. The paired doors are 
new. The stairs have roughcast cheek walls topped with concrete copings. There is a one-story portico 
with roughcast piers set on the cheek walls. There is no porch deck to the portico, and the roof is a low 
hip. The first story has a doorway with a pair of three-panel doors like those on the southeast, but with 
no fillet on the panel moulds. The sidelights match those on the southeast elevation, but the soffit and 
jambs are plain. The north bay has a tripartite sash identical to the southeast elevation, while the west 
bay has a six-over-six sash set close to the portico and a doorway set to the west. The window has a 
granite sill with a wash and shutter hinges. The door has five granite steps, including the sill which has 
a wash. There is a bullnose frame and a new door with fifteen lights. The comers have very wide plain 
pilaster strips. On the second story are three typical six-over-six sash. 

The southwest elevation has a two-story frame addition on brick piers in the center. It has German 
siding, a plain frieze beneath the boxed eave that continues the frieze of the main block, and a hip roof. 
The southeast elevation has a six-over-six sash on both the first and second stories. The southwest 
elevation has infill on the first story and a six-over-six sash on the second. The northwest elevation also 
has a six-over-six sash on both stories. 

Interior, first story 
The first story has a center passage, with a double parlor to the northeast and a cross-passage with 
stairway to the southwest, in the center, dividing rooms in the west and south comers. There is one 
room in the addition to the southwest of the stairs. The ceilings are 11 feet, 4 inches high. 
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The passage has random-width tongue-and-grooved pine flooring that varies between 3 % and 4 % 
inches, is blind-nailed, and runs northwest-southeast. In the center of the floor is an in-filled hole for a 
heating grate, with two holes in front of the southwest door south jamb architrave for the control chain 
to open and close the grate. The baseboard has a broken field with a quirked Greek ogee on the top. 
The walls are plaster on lath. The architrave has a torus recessed between two large fillets , with a small 
quirked bead on the inner edge. There are plain comer blocks on the northeast and southwest doorways, 
while the northwest and southeast (exterior) doorways have patera recessed into the comer blocks. 
There is a run plaster cornice with a quirked bead at the bottom, a large ovolo in the center, and a small 
ogee above. On the flat of the ceiling is a pulvinated band of five reeds, flanked on either side by a 
Gothic lancet-profile moulding, and with a bead on the inner edge. This band is also used in the center 
of the ceiling to divide it into three bays, and at the comers and intersections of the band are comer 
blocks with patera. There are three matching ceiling medallions of run plaster, with four small acanthus 
leaves in the center of each. The northwest medallion is complete, the center one is missing one and 
one-half leaves, and the southeast one is missing all of its leaves. The southeast doors are paired, with 
three panels on each that have sunken fields and quirked Greek ogee panel moulds. A bead is run in the 
center dividing the two leaves, and two horizontal beads on each door separate the panels. The doors are 
mortised and tenoned and pinned at the comers. Each leaf has three cast iron butt hinges with five 
knuckles, and has a new lock. The doors extend up to the bottom of the cornice. There is a hinged bell 
pull rod on the east jamb, at lock-rail height, but none of the apparatus above survives. The sidelights 
have four lights that are reversed, with the puttied side now on the interior; they are set over single 
panels that match those of the doors. The east and south comers are boxed in, and this cuts through the 
cornice. The northwest door is identical to the southeast door, but the sidelights are set with the puttied 
side out. They are mortised and tenoned and pinned at the comers. The northeast and southwest doors 
match the north and south ones, but are shorter single six-panel doors, with beads dividing all the panels. 
They have plain cast iron butt hinges with five knuckles and fast joints. The hinges are 5 inches square, 
with five screws to each leaf, and there are three hinges per door. There are new locks, but there were 
mortise locks earlier that had the knobs centered on the beads. 

The double parlor floor matches that of the passage, but runs northeast-southwest. It has few carpet tack 
holes; they are about 54 inches apart and run northwest-southeast. The baseboard also matches the 
passage, except there is new baseboard on the northeast wall of the northwest parlor and in the entire 
southeast parlor. The latter has half-paneling and chair rail added in 2013. The cornice matches the 
passage, and additionally has a pulvinated band with three reeds set inside the band of five reeds. There 
are smaller patera where the three-reed bands meet. Each parlor has a matching ceiling medallion of run 
plaster with a band of shallow cast grape clusters with vines and leaves. The center of each had cast 
foliage applied, but it is now all gone. Both parlors have a fireplace centered on the northeast wall, with 
splayed, parged jambs, concrete smeared over the hearth, and new mantels added. There is a wide 
doorway between both halves, with a pair of six-panel doors that match the passage doors to these 
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rooms, but are much larger. They are mortised and tenoned and pinned at the comers, and have three 
matching hinges for each. The tripartite sash on the northwest and southeast are identical, and extend 
from the baseboard up to the bottom of the cornice. The center sash is new, but of wood, while the side 
sash are original and have Gothic lancet-profile muntins. They are mortised and tenoned and pinned at 
the comers. The splayed jambs have three panels, with two on the soffit; they match the door panels and 
have mortised and tenoned and pinned rails. The top side sash have spring latch buttons, and the 
northwest sash, on the west side at the bottom, has a stop that is cut out apparently for a button. 

The stair passage floor and baseboard match that in the center passage, and the floor runs northeast­
southwest. The architrave is symmetrical, with a large bead in the center and small quirked Greek ogees 
to each side. There are bullseye comer blocks. The stair is two runs, with a landing at the southwest 
end. It ascends to the southwest along the southeast wall, to the landing, and then turns to the northeast 
along the northwest wall. It has all new balusters, handrails, newel posts, and a new closed stringer over 
the original stringer. The original is plain with a broken field and a bead on the bottom edge, and is 
curved at the landing. There is a short, four-panel door under the landing, and the panels match those of 
the rest of the doors. There are no fields or panel moulds on the inner side of the door. The door is hung 
on cast iron butt hinges with five knuckles and fast joints, with four screws to each leaf, and are 3 Yi 
inches long. There is a new lock but formerly had a mortise lock. The stair passage fust-floor ceiling 
has a small medallion of run plaster with four three-lobed leaves in the center. The northwest and 
southeast doors have six panels and have no beads on the rails and stiles, but otherwise match the rest of 
the doors. The northwest door has a new lock but originally had a rim lock. It has two 5-inch cast iron 
butts with five knuckles and four screws to each leaf. The southeast door also has a new lock but 
originally had a mortise lock in the center of the lock rail. It has two 5-inch cast iron butts with five 
knuckles and five screws to each leaf, and is heavily painted. 

Beneath the stair landing is a modem bathroom. The southwest wall has a doorway with splayed jambs, 
and a door with two panels that now have mirrors above two wood panels. They have sunken double 
fields, butt hinges with two knuckles, and a rim lock with metal knobs. 

The south room flooring and baseboard match the center passage and the flooring runs northeast­
southwest. Chair rail has been added. The architrave matches the center passage, with plain comer 
blocks on the door but with patera on the comer blocks of the southeast window and closets. There is a 
run plaster cornice that is small and simple, with a bead at the bottom, a fillet at the ceiling, and a bead 
inside the fillet on the ceiling. The southeast window matches those of the double parlor. There is a 
fireplace on the southwest elevation, with a new brick hearth, splayed jambs with new small tiles on it 
and the surround (added in 2013), and a new wood mantel. To the west of the fueplace is part of a 
round call bell pull. To either side of the fireplace are original built-in closets with shelves added, and 
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with no clear evidence of hinges. The floor has numerous carpet tack holes for 3-foot strips that ran 
northwest-southeast. 

The west room flooring matches the center passage and runs northeast-southwest. The baseboard on the 
southwest matches the center passage, while that on the northwest, southeast, and northeast is short and 
plain, with a piece added at the top to create a broken field. The southeast door has a quirked Greek 
ogee run on the frame. The northwest door is new and added, with plain trim and comer blocks. The 
northwest window has straight plastered jambs with a bead at the comer, and a new wood sash. Wood 
crown moulding and a foam ceiling medallion have been added. There is a fireplace centered on the 
southwest elevation, with a large hearth that has linoleum tiles. The surround appears to be ashlar stone 
that is painted, and there are splayed jambs that are probably parged and are also painted. There is a 
simple wood mantel with plain pilaster strips and a plain frieze . The bed mould has a large fillet with a 
small cavetto below. To either side of the mantel is stone ashlar that extends to 4 feet above the floor. 
The stone is now painted to match the wall. Above the ashlar are two horizontal boards set flush with 
the ashlar and extending above the mantel shelf. The fireplace breast above these boards has a bead at 
either comer. To either side of the ashlar is a narrow closet that butts up against these beads. The 
closets have a new bead-board door at the bottom enclosing several shelves. The south closet middle 
shelf is bowed out, while the west one is cut flat and could be altered. Each closet has four shelves 
above, with plain trim and two hinge mortises on the south jamb of the south closet and the west jamb of 
the west closet. 

The southwest addition room has 2-inch tongue-and-grooved pine flooring that runs northeast­
southwest. There are plaster walls and ceiling, plain baseboard, and head-cut trim. The wood six-over­
six sash are not pinned and have aluminum weather stripping. 

The landing has a doorway on the southwest with five steps up to the southwest addition. The architrave 
is symmetrical, with a pulvinated center that has two beads on either side, and a larger bead on the inner 
and outer edges. There are bullseye comer blocks. The door has four lights over two panels, with 
sunken double fields, butt hinges with two knuckles, and a new lock. 

The southwest addition chamber has wood sash identical to the first story of the addition. The architrave 
is all new and the baseboard, which has a quirked Greek ogee on the top, also appears to be new. There 
may be plywood on the floor, and a new cornice and fluted pilasters have been added. 

Interior, second story 
The second story has a passage in the center of the southwest end, which contains the stairway, a 
passage in the center of the building, two chambers at the northeast end, two chambers to the northwest 
of the passages, and two more to the southeast of them. 
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The passage is narrower on the southwestern half and the flooring runs northeast-southwest here, while 
the northeastern half of the passage flooring runs northwest-southeast. It is all tongue-and-grooved pine 
that varies between 3 'l4 and 4 'l4 inches wide. There are carpet tack holes 3 6 inches apart that run 
northeast-southwest over the whole passage. The architrave is symmetrical, with a bead in the center 
and a quirked steep Greek ogee to each side, and there are bullseye comer blocks. The baseboard has a 
broken field, and the southwest half has a quirked Greek ogee on top to match the stairs. This feature 
stops where the passage widens. The plaster walls here have a bead at the comer. The ceiling is lower 
over the northeastern half than it is over the stairs, by about 6 inches, with new crown moulding added 
in 2013. Above the stairway is a ceiling medallion of run plaster. The doors all have six panels with 
sunken fields, quirked Greek ogee panel moulds, new locks, and 4 Yi-inch cast iron butt hinges with five 
knuckles, fast joints, and five screws to each leaf. There were originally mortise locks on the lock rails. 
The floor at the stair well has rectangular patches for the original balusters. 

The west chamber flooring matches the passage and runs northeast-southwest. The baseboard is plain 
on the northeast, southeast, and southwest, and has a broken field on the northwest that is probably the 
original. The doorways have moulding on the edge of the frame with a fillet and quirked Greek ogee. 
The doorway on the northeast has a similar moulding, but it is not identical. The door here has four 
panels with sunken fields and no panel moulds. There is a fireplace on the southwest wall that has been 
closed off, but the brick hearth survives. To either side is a narrow closet, with no evidence of doors 
having been hung here. The northwest window jambs are curved and plastered above the window sill, 
with no architrave. Crown moulding has been added to the chamber. 

The northwest-center chamber flooring matches the passage and runs northwest-southeast. The 
baseboard is plain on the northeast, southeast and southwest, with a broken field on the northwest. 
There is a doorway on the southwest to the west chamber. The window on the northwest has curved, 
plastered jambs from the head of the opening down to the floor, and the wood sill is set back from the 
inner face of the wall. Crown moulding has been added. 

The north chamber flooring runs northeast-southwest and has been painted. The baseboard has a broken 
field, and crown moulding has been added. Both the northwest and northeast windows have curved, 
plastered jambs that extend down to the floor. There is a fireplace centered on the northeast that has 
been closed off and has a hearth of painted brick. There is a wood mantel that has been added. The 
southeast wall, to the east chamber, has a typical six-panel door, and the architrave has a fillet and 
quirked Greek ogee on the edge of the frame. 

The east chamber flooring matches the passage and runs northeast-southwest. The baseboard has a 
broken field and the door architrave has a fi llet and quirked Greek ogee on the edge of the frame. There 
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is a fireplace centered on the northeast, but it has been closed off and has no mantel, though the brick 
hearth survives. The window jambs are curved plaster carried down to the floor, and the northeast 
window has a window seat that was added, probably in 2013 . There are new wood windows. Crown 
moulding has been added, as has a wood mantel on the southwest wall, also probably in 2013 . 

The southeast-center chamber now contains a kitchen, with a powder room at the southeast end. The 
chamber flooring is painted and runs northwest-southeast. A wall has been added near the southeast 
wall to close off the southeast end, and has a hollow-core door with clamshell moulding. The baseboard 
is plain. There is an open stair to the attic added on the southwest wall, and it ascends to the northwest. 
Most of the balusters are missing, but there are several short turned balusters at the top of the stairway. 
The architrave has a sunken torus in the center, with a bead on the inner edge, and has plain corner 
blocks. The southeast wall has a pair of doors with four lights over one panel that has a sunken field and 
quirked Greek ogee panel moulds. The doors must have been reversed, since the lancet-profile muntins 
are on the exterior, but there is an old slide bolt on the interior face of the south leaf. The 5-inch hinges 
are cast iron butts with five knuckles, fast joints, and five screws to each leaf. The rim lock is made of 
bent wrought-iron plates. 

The south chamber flooring matches the passage and runs northeast-southwest. There is plain baseboard 
on the northwest, southwest, and northeast, and that on the southeast has a broken field. The door trim 
has a fillet and quirked Greek ogee on the edge of the frame. The southeast window jambs are curved 
plaster carried down to the floor. Crown moulding has been added. There is a fireplace centered on the 
southwest wall, with a brick hearth, splayed brick jambs, a new tile surround, and a wood mantel that 
has probably been added. To either side is a closet that had doors hung on the outer jambs, with cast 
iron butts that had five knuckles. 

Interior, attic 
The attic joists are sash-sawn and are 2 3/.i inches by 7 Yz inches. There are paired joists that run 
diagonally from the north to south corner and from the west to east corner, and all of the other joists run 
from an exterior wall to these diagonals where they are spiked to the diagonals with wrought-headed 
spikes. The diagonals support four hewn posts that are 5 Yz inches by 8 Yz inches, and these posts are set 
with their long sides parallel to the diagonals. The posts support a flat roof in the center of the hip. 
There are now diagonally-crossed rafters in the center of the roof between the posts. The posts also 
support the upper ends of the hip rafters. The west post has a series of round holes drilled into the south 
face that align vertically, and some of the holes retain wood bars that are square at the outer end where 
they have been cut off. The north face of the post has two mortises with the tenons cut off in them, one 
mortise set high on the post and the other set low. The north post has a series of holes drilled into the 
east face that align vertically, while the west face has two mortises with the tenons cut off in them, one 
mortise set high on the post and the other set low. The east post has a series of holes drilled into the 
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north face that align vertically, while the south face has two mortises with the tenons cut off in them, 
one mortise set high on the post and the other set low. The south post west face has a series of holes 
drilled into it that align vertically. The east face is covered by bead board. The holes are drilled 
perpendicular to the face of each post, so that the bars here could not have run from one post directly to 
another. The mortises are cut straight, not an angle, so probably held horizontals and not braces or 
struts; it is not clear at this time to what the other end of these horizontals was connected. The rafters 
are sash-sawn, are 3 Y'.i inches by 5 % inches, and support solid board sheathing that is probably original. 

Interior, basement 
The basement plan matches the first story, with a center passage that runs northwest-southeast and has 
rubble stone walls on both sides of the passage. On the northeast side are two rooms and on the 
southwest side two rooms divided by a cross-passage with a new stairway. There is linoleum on the 
floor and heavy whitewash on the stone walls. In the passage the first-story joists run northeast­
southwest and are hewn on one side and sawn on the other. They measure 2 % inches by 8 to 8 % inches 
deep, and are spaced 16 inches on centers. The joists have through tenons with exposed face pegs, and 
the tenons are housed in a 3 by 10 beam sitting on each of the passage walls . The northwest end has a 
doorway with splayed jambs and a pair of new one-panel doors. Each passage wall near the northeast 
end has a hole in it at the top that has a modem duct running through it, but the holes appear to be earlier 
than the existing ductwork. There was never a ceiling in this room. The southeast end has been closed 
off for a modem bathroom. The northeast wall has two doorways, each of which centers on the fireplace 
buttress opposite, and the southwest wall has one doorway in the center. 

The east basement first-story joists run northwest-southeast, are 2 1i to 3 Y'.i inches wide by 10 to 11 
inches deep, and are spaced 16 inches on centers. There are new joists sistered to the old ones. The 
joists have a center tenon into a summer beam running northeast-southwest and dividing the north and 
east rooms. The summer is set into the northeast and southwest walls. There is a new wall built beneath 
the summer. There was originally countersealing between the joists, indicated by the ghosts of ledger 
boards with cut nails along the sides of the joists, as well as whitewash below the line of the ledger 
board ghosts. There are some plaster remnants on the joists, above where the ledger boards were. The 
northeast wall projects in the center for the fireplace above, and has a stove pipe hole in the center. The 
hearth support has been completely rebuilt. There is a square hole near the east jamb that is built into 
the masonry. It is not clear whether this was for a heating duct or for the call-bell system. 

The north basement room joists match those in the east room. The fireplace buttress on the northeast 
has no openings in it, and the hearth support has been rebuilt. There was also countersealing below this 
floor. 
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The west basement room has a fireplace centered on the southwest wall, with a brick hearth and splayed 
stone jambs. There is an iron eye for a crane on the west jamb. The fireplace opening is 3 feet, 6 inches 
high and 6 feet, 3 inches wide. The floor level in the room has been dropped. The ceiling was lathed 
and plastered originally, and a few pieces ofriven lath survive. Between the joists is cross-bracing 
consisting of straight blocks of wood. The studs for the wall above sit on the joists and are lapped along 
the side of them and toenailed from the side with rusty, square-headed nails. The joists are identical to 
those in the east and north rooms. 

The south basement room joists match the east, north, and west rooms, with straight blocks for cross­
bracing, but are whitewashed and have no evidence of countersealing. The southwest wall is hidden by 
shelves. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
x 1900-1999 

2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 
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_ archeology 
X architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

NIA 

Construction dates c. 1833 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. H0-59 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainmenV 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder Robert Cary Long (Jr.?) 

____ Maryland Register X not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Summary: 
The traditional date for the construction of "Mount Ida" is given as 1828, but documentary research calls 
this into question, suggesting that construction likely began c. 1831-1833. "Mount Ida" was certainly 
complete by 1836. The house was designed and the building of it supervised by Baltimore architect R. 
C. Long, but whether it was the father or the son depends on when construction commenced. The house 
is in the astylar idiom of neoclassicism, with a hint of influence from the Greek Revival. It is built of 
rubble stone and was roughcast from the beginning, which helped to give it monumentality. This 
monumentality is also reinforced by the use of immense pilasters at the comers of the house. The ashlar 
stonework of the foundation is exceptionally fine. The plan of the house features a large center passage 
running the depth of the house, with a cross-passage containing the stair and dividing the dining room on 
the front from the kitchen or pantry to the rear. There was also a kitchen in the cellar, and 
documentation suggests that it was used for cooking. On the other side of the passage is a very stylish 
double parlor with immense folding doors. The stairway and mantels were stolen from the house while 
it sat vacant and awaiting demolition in the 1960s, but many original doors and Greek Revival plaster 
cornices and ceiling medallions survive. The medallions in the double parlor, with cast grapevine 
ornament, match one in the Elkridge Furnace Inn, also built in the 1830s for William Ellicott's cousins. 
Also matching is the architrave with comer blocks containing patera. After William Ellicott's death in 
1836 "Mount Ida" was shortly purchased by John S. Tyson, a Baltimore and Howard County attorney 
and judge. His daughter, Ida, for whom the house was supposedly named, continued to live here until 
her death in 1927. The Miller Land Co. acquired "Mount Ida" in 1972 and renovated the building for 
offices, in which use it continues today. 

Significance: 
The traditional date for the construction of "Mount Ida" is given as 1828, but documentary research calls 
this into question. A 1905 notice about the house stated: "Mount Ida was built in the early thirties by 
William Ellicott, descendant of the founder of Ellicott's Mills ... ," though it gave no source for this 
information. Nonetheless, this assertion seems to be completely accurate. "Mount Ida" sits on part of 
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the lands of the firm of Ellicott and Company, a partnership consisting of brothers Jonathan Ellicott, 
Elias Ellicott, George Ellicott and John Ellicott. After the death of John Ellicott the surviving brothers 
turned the property of the partnership over to trustees in order to liquidate the company in 1823. Before 
the liquidation was complete, both Jonathan Ellicott and Elias Ellicott also died. The real estate was 
finally divided among George Ellicott, Samuel Ellicott, Andrew Ellicott, and John Ellicott by a deed of 
partition in October 1830. Among the property which passed to Samuel Ellicott was Lot No. 5 
consisting of 9 Yi acres on the north side of the Baltimore and Frederick Turnpike in Anne Arundel 
County. Samuel sold a portion of Lot 5 to his brother, William Ellicott (born 15 October 1793), in 1833 
for $100. The deed included use of the road that was then being constructed from the Baltimore and 
Frederick Turnpike back to William's parcel; this road would become known as Ellicott Street and is 
now called Church Street. William Ellicott constructed "Mount Ida", but it is unlikely that he built it 
before 1830, when clear title to the land was finally established. At that time he could have made an 
agreement with Samuel Ellicott to acquire the parcel on the hill, no doubt drawn by the commanding 
view of the valley. There are other instances of houses being constructed after the execution of a sale 
bond but prior to the execution of a deed, and since William was dealing with his brother, he may have 
felt at ease at commencing construction before having legal title. It seems unlikely that construction 
would have started before the spring of 183 1, at the soonest, and it is also very possible that William 
waited until he had clear title to the land in 1833. The construction of Church Street could have been 
commenced either because of William's plans to build or simply because Samuel intended to create 
more building lots and needed to provide access to them. 1 

The construction of "Mount Ida" could have been spurred by the marriage of William to Mary Eleanora 
Norris of Baltimore on 18 January 1831. "Mount Ida" was first illustrated in an 1834 lithograph 
showing the lower end of Main Street in Ellicott's Mills, focusing on the property of Andrew 
McLaughlin that was being offered in a lottery. Entitled "A Sketch from Rock Hill," the house is shown 
in the upper left-hand comer, and while it is often assumed the house was completed by this time, such a 
conclusion is untenable. Just to the right and above "Mount Ida" is shown the Patapsco Female 
Institute, which was designed by Baltimore architect Robert Cary Long, Jr. , and was put out to bid in 
1834 and not completed until 183 7. Long also drew the sketch from which the lithograph was made, so 
he knew what the Institute would look like and obviously used a little artistic license. As will be seen 
below, Long apparently also designed "Mount Ida", so he could have applied even more license to show 
the scene at Ellicott's Mills not as it was, but as it would soon be under his hand. The Historic 

1 "Mr. Powell ' s New Home." Baltimore Sun, 26 September 1905, p. I 0. Anne Arundel County Land Records, WSG 9-365. 
Anne Arunde l County Land Records, WSG 15-531 . Charles W. Evans, Biographical and Historical Accounts of the Fox, 
Ellicott, and Evans Families (Buffalo, NY: Baker, Jones & Co., 1882), p. 43 . 








































































































































































































