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Pfeiffers Corner Schoolhouse

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Pfeiffer's Corner School House
Pfeiffer's Corner

Private

The Pfeiffer's Corner one room school house with vestibule faces
west on a gently sloping knoll on the east side of old route 175.

Before it was constructed, children in the area walked to John
Miller's adjacent barn to attend school. Mrs. Edith Curtis, the second
teacher here, walked across the fields to scheol wlth lier sister Ida
Christian, as a little girl of four years.

Initially a three bay wide, three bay deep, one story high, gabled
roof (running east-west) frame structure set on a stone foundation, it
now has three gabled roof dormer windows set into its north wall holding
six-over-one rectangular windows. The south wall holds a similiar dormer
in the west bay and an "A" framed dormer in the east bay holding two-
over-two lights. A south rectangular central entrance covered by a
gabled roof portico replaces the central bay's original rectangular
double-hung window while the window of the west bay is now boanded up.

The central square brick chimney completes the buildings profile.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pfeiffer's Corner School House sits on the top af a gentle
knoll on what used to be called route 175, just south of Mayfield Road.
It faces west and is surrounded by mature trees.

The original central, rectangular entrance door on the west wall is
approached by a wooden stoop and flanked by rectangular six-over-six
windows.

The South Elevation

The South elevation holds an entrance covered by a gabled roof. portico
supported by two wooden posts and approached by three open wooden steps.
The rectangular window to the west is boarded, while that on the east is dou-
ble hung? holding six-over-six lights.

An "A'" framed dormer window on the east holds a double-hung window
with two-gver+*two lights, while a gabled roof dormer holds a similiar
window with six-over-one lights.

Ihe North Elevation

The north elevation holds three first floor, double-hung windows.
That in the central bay holds eight-over-eight lights, that on each side
holds six-over-six lights.

Three gabled roof dormer windows rest above. Those in the east and
west bays hold six-over-one lights, that in the central bay is wider,
holding a double, rectangular window, each component holding six-over -one
lights.

Back of the old school house was once a bin for coal and wood
for the stove which sat in the middle of the school room.

The "Aunt Sally House' still remains south of the building.

Orginally there were two such facilities, one for girls and one for
boys.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pfeiffer's Corner School House is significant historically
and architecturally as an early Howard County School building. Mrs.
Edith Curtis, a life long resident of the area and second teacher of
the school, relates that prior to the construction of this school
building, the children living in this area attended school in Mr.

John Miller's adjacent barn. Mrs. Curtis recalls the school house
being constructed when she first went to school with her older sister,
Ida Christian, since their mother didn't want Ida walking across the
fields alone.

The new school house consisted of a vestibule and one large room
with a stove in the center. The teacher sat at one end of the room
on a platform. One teacher taught all the grades.

Architecturally, it has been altered to accommodate the Tittsworth
family who bought the building for their private residence. The
dormer windows are additions as well as the north and south entrances.

It is representative of how American architecture grows and adapts
itself to new uses, creating additional space with the use of dormer
windows.

For these reasons the Pfeiffer's Corner School House should be placed
on the National Register and future local landmark legislation.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES bist. 1

Interview with Mrs. Edith Curtis on October 5, 1977.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 . 06 Acres

(Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map #37, p.404)

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please see liber 220, folio 421.
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ORGANIZATION DATE
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CITY OR TOWN STATE

Ellicott City Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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