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GRAY ROCK

Ellicott City

Private early nineteenth century

Gray Rock is notable as the home of Thomas Beale Dorsey who
moved from the vicinity of the 0ld Brick Church to be closer to
his two brothers, John Worthington Dorsey and Caleb (of Thomas)
o who lived on "Three Brothers". He died here
September 6, 1828.

Later the home of James MacKubin, it passed to John H. Herbert
and his heirs. This four bay wide, one room deep, two and a
half story, gabled roof (running north-south) frame structure
has a brick chimney inset into its north wall and three gabled
roof dormer windows set into the roof of its east facade.

An early shed roofed, one and a half story appendage resting on
the south wall of the house in no way detracts from the integrity
and scale of Thomas Beale Dorsey's "old plantation home".
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|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
[ Excellent [J Good [ Fair [} Deteriorated [3 Ruins [ -Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)

) Altered [ Uncitered ] Moved [ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT » 4D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Grey Rock is located approximately two miles west of MacAlpine Road
on the south side of Frederick Road. A driveway bordered by mature trees
leads to an old frame farmhouse, two and a half stories high, four bays
wide and two bays deep with three gabled roof dormers inset into the east
and west sides of its gabled roof. A square brick chimney rises from the
north wall and from the center of the south wall of the 2nd south bay,
Wooden appendages lie off the south and west walls of the house.

Main House

The white frame of the building is beaded along the underside.

Main rectangular, wooden paneled emtrances onfthe east and west walls
ly in their second north bays and lead into a central hall and stiairway,.
The west door is noteworthy, an open bible and cross paneled door is sur-
mounted by a three lite transom, A flat roofed one story high, open porch
runs along the east elevation supported by six square wooden columns. The
floor of the open porch is flagstone laid on a cinderblock foundation, two
granite steps on the north, and one on the east lead to the porch,
Fenestration is rectangular, double-hung holding two-over-two lites,
vertically alligned and proportionally scaled, and on the east or front
facade are decoraged with black wooden shutters, The dormers on ghe
east and west elevations hold double-hung windows with two-over-two lites
decorated with thin flat wooden lintels and flanked by slender, unadorned
pilasters ,surmounted by pediments.

The north elevation holds two similar first and second floor windows
with two double-hung attic windows holding one-over-one lights,

The west elevation is similar to the east elevation with these exception
(1) the southermost dormer holds two-over-four lites, and
(2) a flat roofed one story high frame appendage lies along the entire
west elevation, constructed in two periods as the framework on the north
is vertical and hold a one lite rectangular entrance door in the center of
the west wall. South of the door a pilaster is located, which may have
originally been a supporting a pillar to an open porch. South of it all
framework is horizontal., A double rectangular window , each component double
hung with two-over-two lites lies south of the pilastes while a similar
single window lies in the south bay,

T

A shed roofed two story high appendage extends from the south wall of

the farm house, one bay deep and two bays wide. The shed roof extends down-
ward to provide a roof for the one story high screened in porch, . A rectangul
entrance with two lites in its upper portion rests in the west bay and a
one lite horizontal rectangular window in the east bay. The east and west
walls hold a single first and second floor double-hung window with six-over-
six lites. - .

An interior enclosedstaircase is located on the north wall of the addi-
tion with a battan wood door. h

Gray Rock's Stone Quarters
It is a one and a half story high, four bay wide, one bay deep, gabled

Foof stone structure with square central brick chimney and gabled roof dormer

T

r
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windows located in the north bay of the east side and the north and
south bays of the west elevation. That on the east elevation as well
as the south bay dormer window on the west elevation hold rectangular
double-hung windows with six-over-six lites. That north bay dormer

on the west wall holds two-over-two lites. In addition the west
elevation holds two first floor rectangular double-hung windows with
six-over-six lites. The one on the north appears to have been recently
created.

Stone Quarters

East entrance doors in the north, south and second south baysare
‘rectangular in shape. A first floor rectangular double-hung window
with six-over-six lites lies in the second north bay. A wide central,
four feet thick dividing wall holding blocked up fireplaces on each
side suggests that this stone house was once a two family home for
workers at Gray Rock.

-~y

Y foot
dwider

Fireplacé
biocked In

SKAVE QLARTER NTS

Interior

Federal mantle pieces with ovals decorating the architrave and
flanked on each side by fluted pilasters, grace the living room and
dining room lying off the central hall of the main house. The small
scale of this main body of the house, as seen in its fine staircase
and central hall bespeak an early date. The floors appear to be more
recent. Mr. Ray Stetcher, resident of Gray Rock speaks of a large
supporting beam in the cellar which extends the entire four bays,
leading one to believe all four bays were constructed at one time.
Often a three bay wide house was constructed with outdoor kitchen which
was later connected. This might well be the case, as three separate
staircases exist.
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Two one and a half story modern frame buildings lie southwest
of the stone quarters, while large barns and carriage house lie
east.

GCRAN ROCK

*Note

The two-over-two lites in the windows of the main house are
believed to be a replacement of earlier sashes holding six-over-
six lites.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The history of Gray Rock is tied to the history of the Dorsey family
whose members owned numerous tracts of land throughout Howard County. The
famous Caleb of Hockley, of Ann Arundel County, had a son Thomas Beale Dor-
sey who had three sons; (1) Caleb of Thomas, (2) John Worthington Dorsey
and (3) Thomas Beale Dorsey. The tract, "Three Brothers" was so named for
them, which 1ies just north of Gray Rock north of Rt. 144 and included the
tracts, "Mount Gilboa", "Barne's Luck", "Days Discovery", "Mount Etna",
and "Gaither's Adventure".

Caleb Dorsey, of Thomas lived at Arcadia a part of the present Valley
Meade subdivision off Route 40 on "Three Brothers". It was this Caleb
Dorsey (of Thomas) who gave the land for St. John's Episcopal Church.
(HO-26, District 2) His son, Reuben Dorsey owned a tract of land east of
"Three Brothers", called "Rebecca's Lot". It was Reuben Dorsey who later
gave the land for St. John's Rectory on the east side of St. John's Lane.

Charles Worthington Dorsey settled on the western part of "Three
Brothers" and built the 01d Brick House on the Pike, which still stands on
the north side of Route 40 (HO-25, District 2).

The third brother, Thomas Beale Dorsey, father of Judge Thomas Beale
Dorsey, Jr. who built Mount Hebron inherited land near *he 01d Brick Church

'""Crosses Forest'', which he held and where he spent the earlier years
of his adult life, Dr, Dorsey points out in his Origin of '"Grey Rock'"
the following acquisitions which Thomas Beale Dorsey made to enlarge this
homes tead: _

+.. in fact on August 1, 1787 he purchased from Samuel Stringer
Coale Lk and 3/4- acres;-part of "an adjoining tract called 'Cock-
seil", (A.A. Co, Deeds N,H, No. 3, F, 41) and on June 3, 1802
he bought from John Stringer a part of ''Crosses Forest' 135 & -
acres and a part of '""Addition to Hobb's Park'' adjoining (A,A, Co.
Deeds N,H, No. 11, f. 596)... : o : v

Later, at age fifty-five he desired to live nearer his two brothers anf
located south of what is now route 144 or Old Frederick Road near The 01d
Brick House on The Pike and Arcadia,

In Dr, Caleb Dorseys booklet on the origin of ''Grey Rock'' he tells of

'I .
Dorsey, Dr., Caleb, The Origin of ''Grey Rock'', Ellicott City,
1975. p. 3A.

Ps 709
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the following land transactions made by Thomas Beale Dorsey in 1813 and later
in 1816:
.... on June 23 of that year he bought from his brother Caleb parts
of the following tracts, on the South side of the Frederick Turnpike
(Md, 144): parts of "Pinkstone's Delight' and "Fifth Addition'" con-
taining 204 acres, part of ''"Ben's Luck '' 27 acres, part of ''Rebecca's
Lot' and ''Gaither's Adventure'' or '"Ferry Bridge'' containing 59 acres.
(A,A, Co, Deeds W,S.G, No, 2, f, 365).

On August 8, 1816 he bought from Judge Richard Ridgely a part of
""Freeborn's Progress'' later resurveryed and called "Smith's Fortune'
containing 10 acres and 28 square perches and another part of ''Free-
born's Progress'' and the '"Addition to Freeborn's Progress'' and the re-
survey thereon containing 974 acres (A.A, Co, Deeds W,5,G, No. 4, F, 459),

On January 27, 1817 he bought from Charles W, Dorsey parts of
""Ben's Delight'' and '"John's Luck'' on the South side of the Frederick
Turnpike bounding on ''Ben's Luck'' containing 2 and 3/4 acres, (A.,A, Co.
Deeds W,5.G, No. 5, f. 1),

He also took up ''The Triangle' and '"Kelly's Neglect'', small
vacancies adjoining '""Ferry Bridge'',''Pinkstone's Delight' and ''Rebec-
ca's Lot',

These properties located on the South side of what is now Md,

144, were all contiguous and adjoined ''Three Brothers'' on the South,

According to Dr. Dorsey the present home is said to be of log construction
covered with clapboard and is believed to antedate Thomas B.Dorsey's purchase by
many years., The scale of the interior would justify this. Th ough three bays
wide and one room deep with an early south bay added like many of the later 19th
century Dorsey homes, the smaller scale and lower ceiling heights speak of an
early house, The house then dates from at least 1813 but is probably much older.

It is conceivable that the fourth bay on the south end of the house was added
at the time Thomas Beale Dorsey bought the property to connect the main house
to the frame structure south of the house., This latter structure may be the
original log building Dr, Dorsey refers to. Such log structures were often
used as kitchens for the dwelling houses, furnishing quarters in the loft for
the help.

Thomas Beale Dorsey lived and died here September 6, 1828, Dr, Dorsey
points out that he left no sons so that in his will of March 11, 1827, probated
October 25, 1828, (A,A, Co. wills TTS No, 1, f. 10) he stated that:

«... he left his '"Crosses Forest' lands to his daughter Achsah, His

more recent property however, which he called his ''"dwelling planta-
tion'', he left to his wife during her 'widowhood' but at her death to go
to his daughter Sallie for her life. At her death it was to pass to

her eldest son whose name was to be Thomas Beale Dorsey and if he

should die before the age of twenty one, then , to the next son whose
name should be changed to Thomas Beale Dorsey by act of Assembly, If
she should die however, without a son,.then her eldest daughter was to

inherit the land, The widow died Jamuary 31, 1837,

Daughter Sarah married July 21, 1830 Dr, Arthur Pue, Jr. and their
first child was a son whom they named Thomas Beale Dorsey Pue who became
the heir on May 7, 1848 at the death of his mother., On January 5, 1859

215id, pp. 3A-3B.
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he gave his father power of attorney with all the usual rights and
priveleges (Howard Co, Deeds W,W,W, 19, f. 441) and on May 21, 1859
Dr. Pue sold the ''dwelling plantation'' to James Mackubin (Howard
Co. Deeds W W, W, 20, f, 133)., |In this transger the grantor records
the preceding deeds regarding this property.

Here the history of Gray Rock and MacAlpine become intertwined, It is
believed by the Dorsey family that James MacKubin lived at Gray Rock with his
first wife, Comfort Augusta Dorsey, born 4-12-1831, She was the daughter of
Charles Worthington Dorsey, who first lived at the 01d Brick House on the Pike
(H0-25) with his wife, Mary Tolley Worthington and later lived at White Hall
where Comfort was born, Her two older sisters Ann and Mary Tolley became the
wives of Governor Ligon of Maryland. They were all nieces of Thomas Beale
Dorsey. Comfort was therefore a first cousin of Sarah Dorsey who inherited
Gray Rock from her mother in 1837, seven years after her marriage to Dr, Arthur
Pue, Jr. They lived here together for eighteen years until 1848 when Sarah
Dorsey Pue died. As has already been pointed out Thomas Beale Dorsey Pue,
their first child and son, inherited the property.

Here the history of who lived in the house is a bit obscured. Certainly
Dr, Pue lived here but it is believed that six years after the death of Sarah
Pue, his wife, James Mackubin, originally from Strawberry Hill in Annapolis,
and his wife Comfort Augusta who was a first cousin of Sarah's came to live
here after their marriage November 9, 1854, They lived here until August
3, 1854 when Comfort died, In the following year Dr, Arthur Pue's son, heir
to Gray Rock, gave Dr., Pue acting ''under and by virtue of a Power of Attorney
as executor' power to sell Gray Rock to James Mackubin for $32,000.

James Mackubin's second marriage was to Gabriella Peter, daugher of Major
Peter who bought Linwood from Robert Hare, its builder, Gabriella did not
enjoy living in the house of her husband's first love and encouraged him to
build MacAlpine. They remained at Gray Rock for a time until this was accom-
plished.

In 1862 James Mackubin sold the property to his father-in-law Charles
Worthington Dorsey who, it is pointed out by Dr, Dorsey, immediately leased
it back to him for ninety nine years. (Howard Co. Deeds W, W W, 22, f. 229-230).

Two years later on August 18, 1864 James Mackubin sub-leased the same
property to gohn H., Herbert for ninety nine years (Howard Co. Deeds W . W.W,
23, f. 337.)

The Hopkins Atlas of 1878 shows John H, Herbert holding 361 acres with
a residence there called Gray Rock. It well may be that John Herbert gave
that name to the property, as Thomas Beale Dorsey always referred to it as
""my dwelling plantation'',

The conclusion of this history of the title seareh of Gray Rock is again
well and thoroughly stated by Dr, Caleb Dorsey in the following last three
paragraphs of his Origin of''Grey Rock''.

By a decree of the Circuit Court of Howard County dated January 23,
1911, /(Herbert vs, Laf)in, :Equity Record WW.L,Cl no, 33,'f, 526),
it wasrordered that thé.property.bé.sold te makeia fair division'
among the heirs. It was stated that John. H, Herbert held title
from above lease and from a deed dated April 11, 1868 from G,
Watkins Ligon, Trustee, another son-in-law of Charles Worthington

ilbid, pp. 3B-3C.
5lbid, p. 3C.
Ibid.
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porsey. (Howard County Deeds 28, f. 232), It also stated that
Herbert died about January 11, 1904, leaving five heirs, Louis
T. Clark was appointed trustee to sell the property.

This sale occurred on April 13, 1911 and the purchasers were
George H, Sloatfield and William Sioatfield. (Howard County Deeds
WW.L.C, 91, f. 12),

On May 14, 1943 George H., Sloatfield and Elizabeth M., Sloat-
field his wife and William Sloatfield sold the above to Charles E,.
Miller and his wife Grace E6 Miller, (Howard County Deeds 178, f, 49)
who are the present owners,

It was Mr,.Charles E, Miller who donated land from this tract for the
Howard County library,

Architecturally Thomas Beale Dorsey's ''dwelling plantation'' is noteworthy
as a fine example of an early aineteenth century frame dwelling house. The
stone slave quarters, located south west of the main house are also standing in
fine condition and used as a charming dwelling.

Of exceptional vaiue to the county historically, the house and quarters
is certainly worthy of placement to The National Register, The State Planning
Program for Critical Areas and any future local landmark legisiation. Kept in
fine condition with barns lying south and approached by an avenue of mature
trees, the integrity of its surroundings are as unique as its architecture
and history,

Architecturally Gray Rock is a pleasing composition set into a mature
grove of trees.

Because of its outstanding history and architectural integrity, Gray Rock
should be considered for inclusion to the Natienal Register of Historic Places,
the State's Critical Areas Program and any future local landmark legislation.

*Note on Spelling of Gray Rock:

Mr. Herbert who bought Gray Rock went to Baltimore each day and one day
told a stone cutter to chisel Gray Rock on the stone pillars on each side of
the driveway to the house. He was told to spell grey, g-r-e-y, When he came
home he found it was spelled G-r-a-y and was very provoked but couldn't
change it,.

His grandchildren who were brought up at Gray Rock built Temora, one of
Howard County's National Register properties,

6Ibid’ pp- 3C"3D.
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Maryland Historical Trust

June 2, 1981

Mr. Ed Shull

Howard County Department of
Recreation and Parks

George Howard Building

3430 Court House Drive

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Dear Mr. Shull:

Recently I had the opportunity to inspect Gray Rock Farm, listed on the

Maryland Historical Trust Inventory of Historic Sites as historic site HO-412.

As the building's owner, Mr. Paul Miller, is interested in possibly rehabilitating

the house, rather than demolishing it as part of the large residential development

which now partially encircles it, I wanted to give you my opinion as to the impor-
—_ tance of the dwelling house and quarter, aucillary outbuildings, surrounding

plantings, and discuss some preservation options which he could use to help pre-

serve this important structure for the future.

As you know, the building was previously surveyed by Mrs. Cleora Thompson
in 1977. 1In her research on the farm, Mrs. Thompson provided convincing evidence
that the house was built perhaps as early as 1813, by members of the prominent
Dorsey family, originally from Anne Arundel County and later Howard County. Her
research, which relied heavily on Dr. Caleb Dorsey's 1925 booklet The Origin of
"Grey Rock", shows that large land purchases by Thomas Beale Dorsey, Jr. took
place in 1813, 1816, and 1817. While this in itself does not indicate that a
house was constructed as of that time period, the dates do corroborate structural
evidence which indicates the house was probably constructed during the period
1815-1820.

Because the building's construction history is unclear, I visited the
site on May 26 to try to determine a history for the house. While this task
was difficult, enough physical evidence was present and could be interpreted to
postulate a probable development history for the house.

Structural evidence suggests that the house was originally constructed
circa 1815-1820, and consisted of two distinct parts. The first and oldest
section is the southernmost bay on the main, four bay facade. This part of the
building, which may have been a separate structure dating to the 18th century
(Dr. Dorsey's The Origin of Grey Rock differentiates a building '"of log construc-

—_— tion covered with clapboard probably antedating Thomas' purchase by many years"
from Thomas Beale Dorsey's 'dwelling plantation') exhibits exposed and beaded
corner posts in its southeast and southwest corners and a large five foot wide
fireplace. Investigation of the building indicates that this was incorporated
into the main block when it was erected circa 1815-1820. (Evidence for this

'ouse, 21 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 (301)269-2212, 269-2438
¢ment of Economic and Community Development
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consolidation exists in the building's framing system, which can be viewed in

the basement. Clearly, the plates to the smaller section about the larger frame
of the main house.) The second, larger, three bay wide section consisting of an
entrance hall flanked by two large parlors, exhibits very fine early 19th century
architectural features including moldings, architraves;doors, step ends, newels,
newel posts, and mantels. These are similar to features found in the Edward
McPherson House, constructed circa 1820 near Frederick (survey form attached for

comparison).

Nails taken from various locations in the structure offer further evidence
to substantiate an early 19th century construction date. Exterior sheathing nails
taken from the beaded weatherboarding are of a transitional type, with hand made
heads on machine cut shafts. These "double struck" nails, as they are known, were
used generally during a period from 1790 through 1820. Other finishing nails,
taken in all sections of the roof where lath was exposed, are examples of early
19th century machine headed cut nails, which were used during the period 1815
through 1830. Thus, the overlapping of the use of these two nail types lead us
to the circa 1815-1820 construction date. :

Evidence in the hall of the house also leads one to believe that the
axis of the house has been reversed in modern times. One now enters the property
from an access road, off of Frederick Road, turning left to enter a circular drive
with spectacular specimens. of linden, copper beach, Norway, and sugar maple trees —
which should be preserved at all costs. While this is now so, architectural
evidence —- including the placement of the first floor stair and the placement of
a three light transom over the entrance door in the western, rather than eastern
- facade -- clearly shows that one originally approached the main facade of the
house from the west.

This point should be taken into account when considering renovating the
house. If a drive could be built to approach the house from this direction, it
could be easily inserted to link it with the subdivision roads which already
exist to the west of the house. This would also produce a usable "back yard"
by then using the area where the trees and drive are now found.

By now you have ascertained that I feel quite strongly that the house is
important (it certainly is of National Register quality, in my estimation) and
should be preserved. It is an important house, both from historical and archi-
tectural perspectives, with its associations with the Dorsey family and its fine
Federal and Greek Revival details. The stone quarter to the rear of the house
is also highly significant, and should be retained. As for the other ancillary
outbuildings, two of these appear to be important. The first is a frame building
which sits on a high stone basement. Its construction features indicate this
could have been used as a granary, although this is now used only for storage.
The second important building is the Victorian, cross-plan hay barn with cupola.
These buildings are important, agrarian structures, and should be retained on
the house site, if possible. If not these buildings should at least be measured
(to produce architectural drawings) and possibly disassembled and moved to
another location, hopefully, such as a county park where they could be re-used.
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If the house is retained -- and I feel strongly that is should be --

the house should be sold with restrictions to a person willing to preserve as
much of the original fabric and setting of the building as possible. All
interior features, as listed on the second page of this letter, should be pre-
served, as should the beaded exterior weatherboarding. The setting and trees
which surround the house should also be preserved. In addition 18th and 19th
century tombstones which are extant in various locations on the property
(underneath a paved courtyard by the cattle barn and near the house, for example)

should be unearthed, cleaned, and reset.

To insure the preservation of these significant features, Mr. Miller
should be encouraged to review, with his attorney, the donation of a preservation
easement to the Trust. This legal tool ensures the preservation of a property
without the necessity of public ownership. Most importantly, Mr. Miller or a
new owner may benefit from this donation through financial savings in his federal
income tax and estate tax. (Detailed information on our easement program is
enclosed, both in our general brochure and our blue easement brochure. These
should be passed onto Mr. Miller, if possible.)

As the house is not listed on the National Register of Historic
Places and probably would be sold as a residence (i.e., is not income-producing)
a number of grant and other financial programs the Trust administers could not
be used by Mr. Miller or a new owner in the rehabilitation of this property.
However, the Trust administers other programs which could be used, including a
revolving fund loan program (see enclosed form and our genmeral brochure), state
grant program (see enclosed general brochure -~ revised application will be sent
to you when ready), and state income tax deduction for preservation of historic
property (see enclosed law and form 502H). For more information on any of this
Mr. Miller should contact Mr. William Pencek, Federal Projects Administrator,
a member of the Trust's Technical Preservation Services division, at 269-2212.

Hopefully, I have provided you with enough information to present
to Mr. Miller to urge the building's preservation. I would be pleased to
discuss this with you and/or Mr. Miller in the future, should you wish to do so.
And I am sure Mr. Pencek or another member of our Technical Preservation Services
staff would also be pleased to meet. If I can provide you with additional
information or clarify any of this for you, please let me know.

Sincerely,

AAT0) R NSNS

Mark R. Edwards
Historic Sites
Survey Coordinator

MRE:mms
Enclosures
cc: Mr. William Pencek
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