HO-367

Elkridge Furnace Store House (Walker's Inheritance)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 02-07-2013



- -National Register of Historic Places

-~

NPS Form 10-800
(Rev. 8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

degistration Form

= This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See Instructions In Guide/ines

for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulietin 16). Complete each item by marking ''x’ In the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ‘'N/A’" for '‘not applicable.”” For functions, styles, materials,

OMB No. 1024-0018

and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries,

1. Name of Property

historic name

Elkridge Furnace Complex

other names/site number

HO-367

2. Location

street & number 5730 & 5741-5745 Furnace Ave., 5735 Race Road N not for publication
city, town Elkridee N/A_Jvicinity
state Maryland code MD county Howard code 027 zip code 21227

3. Classification

Ownership of Property

[ private

(] public-local
[X] public-State
[l public-Federal

Category of Property
building(s)
[ district

[Isite
[ structure

[C]object

. 'me of related muitiple property listing:

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
6 bulldings
sites
structures
objects
6 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed In the Natlonal Reglster ___O

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

nominatlon

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 19668, as amended, | hereby certify that this

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 38 CFR Part 60.

In my lon, the,property mmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criterla. DSoo continuation,sheet,
%M-— 5//9/ 20
/7

SigratGre of certitylng officlal

Defe

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets [_Jdoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation shest.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationa!l Park Service Certification

I, hereby, cenrtify that this property is:

Dentere’d in the

[:! See continuation sheet.

National Register.

["]determined eligible for the National

Register. D See continuation sheet.
“= " determined not eligible for the
National Register.

D removed from

Dother, (explain:)

the National Register.

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action




6. Function or Use HO-367

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling VACANT/not in use
DOMESTIC/institutional housing
COMMERCE/TRADE/office

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/manufacturing facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification ) Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation __brick

Federal walls brick
Greek Revival
roof asphalt
other wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
DESCRIPTION SUMMARY:

The Elkridge Furnace Complex comprises the six remaining
buildings of an iron furnace which operated from the 18th century
into the 1860s. Included are a large and refined 2 1/2 story side
passage double-pile Federal/Greek Revival house, the residence of
the furnace owner, constructed ca. 1835; a frame dwelling of
approximately the same date which probably accommodated a manager or
clerk; a 2 1/2 story, 5-bay center-passage company store and hotel
or dormitory for furnace workers; two nineteenth century 14' x 16°
- plank outhuildings, possibly slave quarters; and a mid-19th century
brick duplex worker's dwelling. The complex retains a high degree
of integrity.

[X] see continuation sheet for
GENERAL DESCRIPTION
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

Owner's Residence, ca. 1835

Located on the north side of Furnace Avenue, between the road and the
Patapsco River, the main house is a large 2 1/2 story brick side-passage

double-pile dwelling with a two story kitchen wing. The principal (south)
facade is laid in Flemish bond with extremely fine mortar joints and gauged
brick jack arches. The south facade is three bays wide, with the entrance in
the east bay. This entrance features fine transitional Federal-Green Revival
detailing, and consists of double leaf doors with five panels each, flanked by
narrow sidelights within a broad architrave. The door panels are recessed
with Grecian ovolo panel molds. The sidelights have oval leaded tracery.
The architrave is unmolded, except for a heavy Grecian ovolo at the edge of
the jamb; the strips between the jamb and sidelights terminate in faceted
corner blocks.

The other openings on both the first and second stories hold large 6/6
sash windows with half-round molded frames and wooden sills. A Colonial
Revival porch with turned columns spans the facade; beneath the porch, 8-pane
cellar windows with early iron bars are aligned below the first-floor window
openings.

A two-course corbeled cornice marks the eave. The gable roof has a
prominent overhang, probably the result of a Victorian period renovation; the
roof framing, however, appears to remain wunaltered. A late-19th-century
clipped-gable dormer is centered on the south slope just above the eave; the
triangular space under the shallow pitched dormer is sheathed in German siding
with a central 6/6 sash.

Brick interior chimney stacks with corbeled caps; emerge from the roof
about midway up the south and north slopes. Their location, offset to the
east of center, reflects the unusual placement of the fireplaces against the
masonry partition wall between the stalr passage and the principal rooms; a
more typical arrangement would locate the fireplaces against the gable end
wall.

The west elevation, like all the other walls of the house, is laid in
S5-course bond. The west gable is four bays wide, with two large 6/6 windows
to the north of center and one to the south; the southernmost bay 1is
unfenestrated. This pattern characterizes both the first and second stories.
Eight-pane cellar windows are aligned below the first-floor openings; the
northernmost window is closed with a pair of batten shutters hung on strap
hinges, and the others have early iron bars. All openings have plain (i.e.,
not gauged) jack arches; window frames have a half-round profile and wooden
sills. T

See Continuation Sheet No 7/2
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A large semicircular window.is. centered in -the upper gable, - compr151ng e

a 6/6 sash flanked by fixed multipane lunettes set in an arched openings. The
peak of the gable overhang is clipped.

The north slope of the roof has a single gable-roofed dormer with 6/6
sash located to the west of center.

A two-story, three bay kitchen wing extends to the north. Its west
wall is flush with the west gable of the main house, and the brickwork appears
to be continuous, indicating a single period of construction. On the first
story, a transomed entrance is located slightly south of center, flanked on
either side by 6/6 windows. A Victorian one-bay shed-roofed porch sheltered
the entrance until recently; a flight of four granite steps to a granite deck
remain. A bulkhead entrance in the south bay provides access to the cellar,
lighted by an 8-pane window in the north bay. First floor and cellar level

— openings have jack arches. Three 6/6 windows are ranged across the second
story, below a two-course corbeled cornice. The west slope of the gable roof
has two gabled dormers with 6/6 sash; Grecian ovolo-plus-fillet molding
decorates their eaves and rake, with short returns on the front.

The north gable wall of the kitchen is unfenestrated. A two-story
gallery comprises the eastern third of this elevation, recessed within the
unbroken pitch of the roof. The triangular area above the ceiling of the
gallery 1is enclosed with plain weatherboards. Beaded, tapered rakeboards
follow the slope; an interior chimney with corbeled cap rises from the peak of

the gable.

The east elevation of the kitchen wing 1is spanned by the gallery
mentioned above. At the first-floor level, this porch has turned. columns
which appear early, and a recently rebuilt brick deck; on the ‘upper level,
there i1s a balustrade with rectangular balusters and an oval-section rail; the

porch posts are square up to the handrail,-and turned above it. _There 1is a: -

board ceiling on the first level, while the .gallery.ceiling ‘is finished with
plaster. Under the porch, in the east elevation, there is a transomed kitchen
entrance flanked by 6/6 windows on the first level, and two doors on the
second level providing independent access from the second-floor passage and
chamber, with a 6/6 window in the north bay.: Early louvered shutters survive
in this protected location. Entrances at the south end of the porch provide
access to and from the main house on both levels. : A-gabled dormer is located
to the north of center on the east slope of the roof.

The north elevation of the main.house 1s entirely covered by -the
kitchen wing and integral .gallery..  One corbel course is  just visible -at
cornice level above the roof ‘of the wing, but the Victorian eave overhang

conceals most of this treatment. . oot oo

See Continuatinon Sheet No. 7/17
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The east gable of the main house has two barred cellar windows.
Entrances with six-panel doors are offset to the south of center on both the
first and second stories; although both of these entrances are well above
ground level, there is no readily observable evidence of a former porch or
stair or porch serving them. On the second story, a 6/6 window located to the
right of the door lights the stair passage; there is a pair of smaller 6/6
windows in the gable peak. The clipped gable overhang seen on the west
elevation is repeated on this side.:

The interior is organized in a side passage plan, with the passage
running the depth of the house along the east side, and two equal sized rooms
opening o9ff the passage on the west.

The first floor 1s characterized by an extremely high 1level of
refinement in decorative detalling, reflecting transitional Federal-Greek
—~ Revival influence. The stair passage is the most elaborately decorated public
space, and sets the tone for the rooms which open off 1it. Six-panel doors
have shallow-fielded panels with Grecian-ovolo-plus-fillet panel molds, and
are framed by complex symmetrically molded architraves with corner blocks
enriched by an unusual four-leaf foliated motif in full relief. A heavy
plaster cornice incorporating several classical molding profiles encircles the
passage; around the ceiling within the cornice,the architrave molding and
corner blocks repeated in plaster. Plaster molding divides the ceiling into
three panels, each with a circular medallion with profiles derived from the
cornice molding; the central medallion is larger and features an elaborate
grapevine motif. The stepped baseboard is capped by a double Grecian ovolo
and fillet. '
The two-run stalr rises against the east wall. Slender tapered tiger
maple balusters carry an oval-section walnut handrail which ends in a scroll

at the "squirrel cage”™ newel.

The step ends are decorated with scrollwork, and the area under the
carriage 1s paneled, with panel profiles and molds matching those found in the
doors. At the north end of the passage, an original louvered door under the
stalr landing opens into a small vestibule affording communication between the
dining room, cellar, and porch. It is noteworthy that the corner blocks in
this small service area are plain, lacking the foliated element.

The south parlor and north dining room exhibit a 1level of finish
consistent with that established in the passage . Architrave and baseboard
trim are identical, and the plaster cornice and ceiling treatments are also
the same except that these rooms have a single central medallion without the
grapevine motif. Large 6/6 windows are set in splayed jambs with a heavy bead
at the edge; the area below each window has a single horizontal panel matching
the door panels. A pair of large double leaf doors with eight panels each is
centered in the partition separating these two rooms.
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The parlor and dining room are heated by fireplaces with Classical
mantels of black marble. As noted above, these interior fireplaces are backed
up against the east wall of these rooms, i.e. the partition separating them
from the passage, a highly unusual configuration.

A door in the west corner of the north wall of the dining room opens
into a large pantry, through which access is gained to the kitchen. The north
gable wall of the kitchen is dominated by a large cooking fireplace which
retains an early iron crane. To the ‘left of the fireplace, original built-in
cabinets occupy the area between the chimney breast and the west wall.

The south wall of the kitchen 1s a board partition with three doors+
to a closet on the east, a winder stair in the approximate center, and the
pantry on the west.

The winder stair rises from the kitchen to a small cross-passage, with
a door to the upper level of the gallery at its east end and a a modern
bathroom inserted at the west end. A chamber over the kitchen opens off the
north side of the passage. This room is heated by a fireplace in the north
gable wall. An elaborate Greek Revival mantel, with symmetrically molded
pilasters supporting a paneled frieze and complex-molded shelf, framing an
outstanding iron fireplace insert bearing the mark of Ellicott's Elkridge
Furnace. Original closets flank the fireplace (the one to the left has been
enlarged); the interior plaster shows evidence of original shelving.

The main stair rises to a broad landing which has a door in the north
wall opening onto the upper 1level of the gallery. The stair turns and
continues to the second-floor passage, which is lighted by a 6/6 window in-the’
west wall; next to this window, there 1s a door opening to the outside,
although there is no evidence on the exterior of the former porch or gallery
this door would have served, nor .in . fact of -any provision for such a porch. .:
which may have been - intended but not realized. = The passage - features
decorative detailing consistent with that of the first floor. ' o '

Two chambers open off the passage to the west, and there 1s . another
small room at the south end of the- passage. -The chambers -are heated by
fireplaces with Greek Revival 1influenced mantels, comprising _.columns
supporting bulls-eye side blocks flanking a symmetrically molded frieze and
complex molded shelf. The architrave and baseboard trim is similar to that

-~ downstairs, but slightly simplified; the corner blocks have bull's eyes, not
foliated motifs, and the baseboard profile lacks one element. The small
unheated room at the end of the passage has a 3-pane transom over the door,’
and a shallow built-in cabinet has narrow double-leaf doors. - T C

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/5
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The half-story of the main block contains four small, simply finished
rooms. Two of these have fireplaces with backband surrounds and molded
shelves; the other two are unheated. There are two unheated rooms in the
half-story of the kitchen wing.

Company Store and Hotel or Dormitory, 2nd quarter 19th Century

Abutting the main house on the east is a 2 1/ story, five-bay, gable
roofed building constructed of brick laid in 5-course bond. This building is
labeled “"store” on Martenet's 1860 map, and was probably constructed in the
second quarter of the 19th century. The south facade, facing Furnace Avenue,
has a central entrance with a (replacement) door framed by narrow panels and
surmounted by a transom. A heavy twisted iron bar runs across the transom.
The entrance is flanked by pairs of 6/6 windows in half-round molded frames,
with jack arch lintels and wooden sills. A hipped porch spans the three
center bays. Five 6/6 windows are ranged across the second story. The eaves

—_ are finished with a box cornice with a cove crown mold, cove-and-bead bed

mold, and a plain fascia.

The main house adjoins the west gable end 'of this building about
two-thirds of the way back. There is a single 6/6 window centrally located at
both second floor and attic level. A corbeled interior end chimney, is set
back to the north of the ridge.

The north elevation, oriented to the Patapsco River, is similar to the
south facade, with a transomed entrance in the central bay flanked on either
side by two 6/6 windows. The first-floor windows retain flat-paneled shutters
with the unusual feature of iron strap reinforcements across the inner face of
the lowver panels, and hardware for barring them from inside. This feature,
and the iron bar across the south transom, reflect a concern with security
consistent with the building's commercial use.

The east gable elevation has a small transomed entrance in the north
corner, and bulkhead at the south end. The bulkhead retains its original
beaded batten doors in a beaded surround behind a later granite structure with
steel doors. There is evidence that a small gable-roofed addition formerly
existed against the northern half of this elevation. The uppers stories each
have a centered 6/6 window, and an interior end chimney is offset to the north
of the ridge.

The interior 1s laid out in a center passage plan, with two
unequal-sized rooms on either side. The winder stair near the north end of
the passage is the result of a post-Victorian reorientation; evidence suggests

that the original stair ran in a steep, straight flight from just inside the
north door.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/6
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The partition which formerly separated the southeast.-and -northeast---:--

rooms has been removed, but its location is apparent on the ceiling joists.
The northeast room was the smaller of the two, and had a plastered ceiling.
This room was heated (the fireplace mantel has been lost) and finished with
symmetrically-molded architrave trim with bull's-eye corner blocks. This room
was accessible both through the center passage, and also by means of an
independent entrance from outside, located in the east gable wall facing the
furnace.

The southeast room was considerably larger and less finely detailed.
This room was unheated, and the ceiling joists were left exposed with beaded
edges. Window and door frames 4in this room "(and in the two western
first-floor rooms as well as the south end of the passage) have simple
double-half-round trim.

Two rooms open off the west side of the passage. As on the east side,

— the northwest room is heated while the southwest room is not. It appears that

these two rooms did not originally communicate with one another. The
northwest room has a doorway to the main house in the west gable wall.

Architectural evidence suggests that the buildings's primary
orientation was to the north, toward the river. The north end of the passage
has more formal detailing than the south end, and the stalr originally rose
from Just inside the north door. The small northwest room 1s the most
carefully finished of the four rooms on the first floor; its level of finish,

and the independent entrance, suggest that this room functioned as a public
space, perhaps an office. The unheated south rooms may have held merchandise,

and the northwest room —-- heated and communicating directly with the main
house -- may have served as a counting room.

The upper stories contain sleeping chambers. Local tradition holds
that the building functioned as a hotel; this may be correct, but a dormitory

for furnace workers would be an equally likely interpretation. .On the second .. _:

story, the two north rooms are larger than the south :rooms,  and .feature
fireplaces with Greek Revival mantels, symmetrical architrave trim with .-

bull's-eye corner blocks, and beaded baseboards. The three .south rooms are .: . -

unheated, and have double-half-round trim and plain baseboards.:: The two .
unheated rooms in the half-story have peg rails in addition to woodwork like
that of the second floor south ‘rooms. The west attic room retains a beaded

batten door. _
o Plank Outbuildings (2), Nineteenth Century

Northwest of the house are two 14' x 16' one-story gable-roofed
outbuildings, of dovetailed plank construction on stone foundations. The one
just west of the kitchen wing has a two-bay facade, with a beaded-batten door
in a beaded frame in its left bay_and a 6/6 window to the right, closed with a
batten shutter. The west gable is unfenestrated. The north elevation has a

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/7
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single 6/6 window opening, approximately centered, with a batten shutter. An
exterior chimney stack formerly rose against the east gable; to the right of
the chimney location, a small batten door, probably reached by a ladder,
affords the only access to the loft. The building 1s sheathed in circu-
lar-sawn weatherboards, secured with machine nails. Where this siding has
been removed, as on the south elevation, traces of whitewash and red paint
remain on the planks; the east gable, facing the kitchen, retains evidence of
an early exterior finish of smooth plaster. The building is constructed of
pitsawn planks which were evidently reused, as they exhibit.numerous plugged
one-inch holes at approximately regular intervals,as well as several open
mortises distributed at random.

The interior of this building is finished with plaster over riven lath
secured with machine nails. The floor is excavated to about a foot below
grade and paved with brick. The remains of a large brick fireplace are
centered on the east wall, flanked by brick facing up to about waist height.

—~ Window and door frames are finished with a narrow band of molding primarily
federal in character. Several carved hanging pegs are placed in various
locations around the room. There 1is no evidence of interior access to the
loft, which is also plastered.

The other outbuilding, located about 40' to the west, is identical in
form and construction but exhibits a much lower degree of interior finish.
Here the floor is dirt, the walls and ceiling merely whitewashed, and there is
no evidence of decorative architrave trim. A crude stair 1is located in the
northwest corner; although this 1s clearly a modern stair, the header is
mortised into the top gable plank and ceiling joists in such a way as to
suggest 1t is 1in an original location. In the loft, the gable studs are
tenoned into the top plank and toe-nailed against the end rafters with machine
nails. A squarish 4-pane window is offset to the south in the east gable; a
small door 1s centered in the west gable. The common rafters are hewn from
reused timber; some are lapped at the ridge but an equal number are mitered,
and there is no discernable pattern to the distribution of the two types.

Manager or Clerk's House, ca. 1835

Opposite the main house at’ 5730 Furnace Avenue is a 2 1/2 story
gable-roofed frame side-passage single pile dwelling with an original kitchen
ell. This building is sheathed in wide weatherboards, and features a small
pedimented portico over its transomed entrance. The interior retains the
ma jority of its original decorative detailing, which reflects a period and

~— stylistic influences consistent with that of the main house, albeit on a
lesser scale. It is a reasonable assumption that this house accommodated a
manager or clerk associated with the furnace operations in the second quarter
of the 19th century.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7/8
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Brick Duplex, mid 19th :Century = - ="

South of the furnace site, at 5730 Race Road, stands a two-story brick
duplex with a low-pitched gable roof, which presumably housed furnace workers
in the mid-19th century. This building has been extensively altered with the
conversion to a single family dwelling in the early 20th century, and more
recently by the application of blue synthetic siding, but nevertheless retains
sufficient integrity of form, materials, and 1location to reflect its
association with the manufacturing complex.

See Continuation Sheet No. 7.9
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8. Statement of Significance HO-367

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
|:] nationally [:I statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria KXJA [ ]8 EXlc [ ]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [ Jc [Jo [Je [JF [a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture c.1835:3-1868 N/A
Industry

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder :
N/A Unknown

State significance oi property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY:

The Elkridge Furnace Complex is significant for the
architectural character of some of its buildings and for its
association with the iron industry in nineteenth century Maryland.
Architecturally, the owner's residence is an unusually sophisticated
example of a second-quarter nineteenth century house for then-rural
Howard County. Characterized by refined Federal-Greek Revival
woodwork, the house has an wunusual interior chimney placement,
ornate ceiling plaster work, double doors between the first floor
parlors, and stone mantels. Adding to architectural significance
are two buildings of dovetailed plank construction. These buildings
are rare examples of a form of construction once believed to be
relatively common. Historically, the Elkridge Furnace Complex adds
to our knowledge of the iron industry. The complex buildings
reflect domestic aspects of the managers and workers plus insights
into the commercial aspect. Of particular note is the company store
and hotel dormitory. This building with its high degree of
integrity of plan and features permits inferences regarding the
building's functions. Especially noteworthy are the early security
devices and the hierarchy of finishes reflecting the status of
various rooms. The only approximately comparable building known in
the state is the Harford Furnace Store in Harford County which has
been extensively altered.

[X] see continuation sheet for
HISTORIC CONTEXT and MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN data.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT: T

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA
Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Developmental Period(s):

Agricultural/Industrial Transition A. D. 1815-1870

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s):
Architecture/Landscape Architecture/Community Planning

Economic (Commercial and Industrial)

Resource Type:
Category: buildings
Historic Environment: rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s):
DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/institutional housing
COMMERCE/TRADE/office

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/manufacturing facility

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.2
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HISTORIC CONTEXT:

The tract of which the land associated with the Elkridge
Furnace Complex 1is a part was originally surveyed by Robert Hughes
and resurveyed by James McCubbin in 1744. McCubbins' property was
incorporated into a 1730-acre tract known as "Walker's Inheritance"
through a resurvey by Dr. James Walker in 1744. Elkridge Furnace
was established by Caleb Dorsey, who bought a portion of the Walker
property at an unknown date. By 1768 the furnace required
rebuilding, which was accomplished by a Dr. Howard.

The property changed hands many times into the first quarter of
the 19th century. By 1820, the furnace was operated by John and
Andrew Ellicott. The Ellicotts rebuilt the furnace to a much larger
capacity, enabling them to produce 16,000 tons of pig iron in 1826.
In 1836, the Ellicotts purchased the complex from Nehemiah Rowles.
The furnace continued to be operated by Jonathan Ellicott and Sons

— until 1854 when Henry William Ellicott sold the property to Robert
Howard.

The buildings comprising the present Elkridge Furnace Complex
were in all likelihood constructed during the Ellicotts' tenure.
Stylistic features 1in conjunction with construction technology
suggest that the main house, outbuildings, manager's dwelling and
store/dormitory were all built within a fairly close time frame
centered on the mid-1830s.

Robert Howard sold the property to the Great Falls Iron Company
in 1858 for $71,000. The transaction included "all personal
property of Robert Howard. . .horses, mules, oxen, wagons and carts,
hay, straw, grain, feed, manure and farming utensils, furnace tools,
fixtures and machinery, engine and boilers, baskets and barrows with
materials for the manufacture of iron ore, coal, wood, shells. Fire
brick, old iron, iron pipe, patterns, flasks, etc. and the stack of
good wares and merchandise in the store of the said Howard at
Elkridge Landing": (Deed of 25 Jan., 1858 - liber 19, folio 132).
Martenet's 1860 map of Howard County shows the complex as a dozen or
more buildings along Furnace Avenue to the west and are indicated as
belonging to the Great Falls Iron Company. These buildings,
probably workers' houses, have not survived.

The Patapsco River flooded 1in 1868, destroying the furnace.

— The property passed to Robert H. Brown in 1887. Brown was probably

responsible for the Victorian alterations to the main house which
included the Furness-inspired clipped dormer and gable eaves.

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.3
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Brown sold the property to Joseph Toomey, Jr. in 1904; it
remained in the Toomey family until 1971, when it was sold to Irwin
Lowe. The property was acquired by the State of Maryland in the
1980s.
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|:|See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
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Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark [ Jrocal government
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10. Geographical Data -

“ reage of property _@pproximately 6 acres
USGS quad Relay, MD

UTM References

All;8] [3/5/2{9,3,0] (4,3]4,1]5,8,0] 3 T B I T T B A R A
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
(ol NN B I B T B T B B o3 T O I ' TR B T N B

[__—]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

KX] See continuation sheets No. 10.1, -10.2,-10.3

Boundary Justification The npominated property consists of the three detached parcels upon
which the historic resource stand. -The surrounding parcels are characterized
by mostly twentieth century houses and commercial buildings - all non-furnace
associated - many of which have been or will be demolished. --Areas along the
river are now Howard County park land. :

[ see continuation sheet
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BEGINNING FOR THE First on the East sids of the Elkridge Road at the Southeast
corner ¢f a lot conveyed by Robert H. Brown and his wife, to Joseph H. Tocmey and
wife by Deed dated December 21, 1904 and recorded among the Land Rscords of
Howard County in Liber WWLC 80, folioc 229, thence running along the East side of
said road South 51 1/4 degrees East 18.95 perches to a fence corner, thence along
said fence North 53 degress East 16 perches to ths Socuthwest bank of the Patapsco
River thsncs along the water of said river North 47 degrses West 23 3/4 perches
to the end of the second lins of said parcel froz Robert H. Brown and his wife to
Joseph H., Toomey and his wife, themcs reversing said line South 36 degrees West
17 perches to the placs of beginning containing therein 2.2 aeres of land more or
less. The improvements thereon baing now known as 5741-45 Furnace Avenua.

Being the same lot of ground which by Deed dated July 13, 1987 and recorded among
the Land Records of Howard County, Maryland in Liber 1705 Folio 156, was granted
and conveyed by Irvwin Lowe and Patsy A. Love, his wife to the Grantors herein.

—_— BEGINNING FOR THX Sacond at an iren pipe heretofore set on the south edge of the
country road known as Race Road, the said point baing at 184.42 feet on the
second or south 59~1/2 West 36.3 perches line of that land, the land herein
described being a part thersof, which by deed dated February 27, 1906 and
racorded among the Land Records of Howard County in Liber No. 81, folio 561,
etc., was granted and conveyed by March M. Dempster to James N. Fitzgerald and
Lizzie V. Fitzgerald, his wife, and ruaning with the s2id road and reversely with
a part of the said second line to the origin tharscf, as now surveyed: (1) North
63 degrees, 19 minutes 36 seconds East 184.42 feet to a stone hsretofore set,
thence lsaving the said road and running raveragly with ths first and sixth lines
of the said land, (2) South 35 degrees 23 minutes 24 seconds East 364.68 feet,

(3) South 80 degrees 49 minutes )6 seconds West 48.50 feet to the northeastern
end of that land, which by deed datsd May 26, 1970 and recorded among the said
Land Records in Liber No, 533, folio 42, etc., was granted and conveyed by Marie .
Fitzgerald to Howard County (Department of Sewers) and running reversely with the
tanth or South 45 degrees 20 minutes 48 seconds East 5.58 foot line of the said
land; (4) North 35 degreeas 58 minutes 42 seconds West 5.58 feaqt, thence running
reversely with the ninth, eighth and a part of the seventh lines of the said.. -
conveyance to Howard County, thence with.a curve to the left; (5) RADIUS - 230.00
feet subtandad by the Chord: South 71 dagrees 17 ninutes 57 seconds West 71.74
feet, (6) South 62 dagrees 19 minutes 36 seconds West 60.93 feet to & point on a _
straight line projection of the second or South 35 degrees 25 pinutes 24 seconds -
East 320.11 foot line of that line, which by desed dated April 22, 1971 and
recorded among the said Land Records in Liber No. 556, folio 40, etc., was
grapnted and conveysd by Marie I. Fitzgerald to Tilden 0. Yancy and Rosetta M.

- Yancy, his wife, thencs running reversely with the said projaction in combination
with the said second line of the said convayance to Yancy; (7) North 35 degrees
25 minutes 24 seconds West 332.21 feet to the point of beginning, containing
2.265 acres of land, more or less. The improvements thereon being known and
designated as 5735 Race Road. ' - -

See Continuation Sheet No. 10.2
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This parcel of land is also zhown on Miner Subdivision Plat No. MOS0 71, folio
12, filed in the Office of Planning and Zoning for Howard County, Maryland.

Being the same lot of ground which by Deed dated April 15, 1987 and recorded
among the Land Records of Howard County in Liber 1637 Folioc 598 was granted and
conveyed by Richard L. Spitznogle and Katharina A. Spitznogle, his wife to the
grantors herein.

BEGINNING FOR THE Third on the West side of Furnace Road at the end of a line
drawn South 23 degrees 30 minutes Weat 50.16 feet from a stone at the beginning
~0f the land described in the deed dated Dscember 21, 1904 and recorded among the

Land Records of Howard County in Liber W,.¥.L.C. No. 80, Follo 229, ete., from
Robert H., Brown and others to Joseph H. Toomey, Jr. and wife, said point of
beginning being also the beginning of a lot of ground conveyed on the 27th day of
February 1906, by Mary M. Dempster to ths said Joseph H. Toomey, Jr. and wife,
and recorded among the land records of Howard County and running thence south 49

- degrees 15 minutes East 120 feet, thence South 40 dagrees 45 ninutes west 247.57
feet, thence North 30 degrees 15 minutes West 126.91 feot to a stone, thence
North 49 degreas 15 minutes West 115.50 feet thence North 40 degrees 45 minutes
East 199.65 foet, thence South 52 degraes 31 minutes East 115.69 feet to the
place of beginning, containing 1.163 acres of land, more or less.

Being tha same lot of ground which by deeds dated July 15, 1987 and racorded
among the Land Records of Howard County in Liber 1702 Folio 186 and Liber 1702
Folio 474 was granted and conveyed by Roy A. Bauman County, Inc. to the grantors
herein.

BEING the same land vhich by Deed dated October 17, 1918 and recorded among the
Land Records of Howard County in Liber H.B.N. 106, Folio 159, was granted and
convayed by John Pitzinger and wife to Lawis C. Tommey and Fannie L. Tommey, his
vife. : _

SAVING AND EXCEXPTING therafrom all that lot ¢of ground devised by Barbara Ellen
Toomey to her daughter, Helen Lucy Tommey, by Item 1, Paragraph B of her Last
Will and Testament, recorded in Wills Liber R.D. 6 at Folia 376.

BEING also all that lot devised to Lewis C. Toomey by his mother, Barbara Ellen
Toomey, by Item 2, Paragraph A of her Last Will and Testament dated July 3, 1923
and duly admitted to probate by the Orphan's Court of Howard County in the Office
of the Register of Wills in Wills Libar R.D. & at Folio 376. :

BEING alsc a part of that property vhich by deed dated September 1, 1955 and
recorded among the Land Records of Howard County ia Liber R.H.¥. 273, Folio 138,
was granted and conveyed by Daniel M. Murray, Jr. and Marshall Hunter Murray, his
vife, to Lewis C. Tommey and Frances L. Toomey, hias wife.

See Continuation Sheet No..10.3
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The said Lawig C, Tocaey dsparted this Lifs on or about Jamuary 19, 196
' 1 owni
s8aid parcsls of land as a tepant by the entirety vwith Frances i. Tooney. e

BEING also all that parcal of ground which by deed dated April 23, 1968 and

recorded among the Land Records of Howard County in LIber W.H.W. 488, Folie 785,

¥as granted and conveyed by Laroy A. Bauman arnd Carolyn B. Bauman, his wife, to
rances L., Toomey. ’

The gaid Frances L. Toomay departad this lifs intestats on November 2, 13968,
iaav;nq as her only heir at law the gsaid Lawis C. Toomey, Jr., the Grantor
arein.

'BEING all those parcel of ground which by Deed datsd October 3, 1973 and recorded
azong the Land Records of Howard Couaty in Lider C.M.P. Ne. 656, Folie 110, was
granted and conveyad by Lewis C. Toomey, Jr. to Roy a Bauman Co., Inc.
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HO-367
Elkridge Furnace Complex
5741-45 Furnace Road, 5730 Furnace Road, and 5735 Race Road, Elkridge

Description:

The Elkridge Furnace Complex is located at 5741-45 Furnace Road, 5730 Furnace Road,
and 5735 Race Road in Elkridge, in northeastern Howard County, Maryland. The
buildings are set along the south side of the Patapsco River, at the east end of town, and
consist of a brick house, a brick store, a frame house, a brick duplex, and two log
outbuildings. The main building on the site is actually two structures built against each
other, and connected to each other. The brick store is set to the southeast, and is set
forward of the brick house. The brick store is two stories tall and five bays by one bay,
and faces southwest toward the road. It is built of 5-1 common bond brick, with a gable
roof that has asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. There are interior brick
chimneys on both gable ends, set northeast of the ridge. The brick store has a center-
passage double-pile plan. The brick house is a 2 1/2-story, three-bay by three-bay
structure with Flemish bond brick on the southwest-facing front that is very regular and
has very narrow joints. The other elevations have 5-1 common bond brick for the most
part. This section has a jerkin head gable with asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast
ridge. There are two interior brick chimneys between the south and center bays, one
southwest of the ridge and one northeast of it. There 1s a 2 1/2-story ell on the rear that is
three bays by two bays and has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a northeast-
southwest ridge. It is also constructed of 5-1 common bond brick. The northwest
elevation of the main block has a Diocletian window in the gable end. The brick house
has a side-passage double-pile plan with one room and a service space in the ell.

The northwest log outbuilding is a one-story, two-bay by one-bay log structure with a
rubble stone foundation, log planks with dovetailed corners and weatherboards covering
most of the logs, and a gable roof of corrugated metal with a northwest-southeast ridge.
The weatherboards are random-width and are fastened with cut nails. The log planks are
3 to 3-1/2 inches thick. The southeast log outbuilding 1s a one-story, two-bay by one-bay
plank log structure that is dovetailed at the corners and 1s covered with some
weatherboards fastened with cut nails. It has a rubble stone foundation and a gable roof
with corrugated metal and a northwest-southeast ridge. The southeast elevation has the
remains of a brick fireplace in the center. Both log outbuildings are in a line.

Located on the southwest side of Furnace Avenue, and facing northeast toward it, is a
frame house that is 2 1/2 stories tall and three bays by two bays, with a two-story ell on
the southwest that is four bays by two bays, and a modern wing, in a T plan, attached to
the southeast side of the ell. The historic portions have a rubble stone foundation, wood
shingle siding on the northeast and weatherboards on the other elevations, and a gable
roof with asphalt shingles, and a northwest-southeast ridge on the main block and
northeast-southwest ridge on the ell. There is an interior brick chimney on the northwest
gable end, and another in the center of the ell. The northeast elevation has a doorway in
the east bay of the first story. The brick duplex is located at 5735 Race Road, on the
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southeast side of the road, and faces northwest toward the road. It is a two story, four-
bay by two-bay brick structure of 5 to 1 common bond on both stories, but the brick is
different in color and appearance on the second story than it is on the first story. Some of
the brick is still covered with vinyl siding. There is a gable roof with asphalt shingles and
a northeast-southwest ridge, with a shallow pitch, and interior brick chimneys on both
gable ends. There is a two-story, two-bay by two-bay ell centered on the rear, with vinyl
siding and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. The
northwest elevation of the main block has two center doors. The southwest elevation has
the ghost line of the pitch of the earlier roof of a 1 1/2-story building.

Significance:

Elk Ridge Landing was settled as early as the 1690s, and was an important commercial
and shipping entrepdt by 1755, the time that the Elk Ridge Furnace was founded by
Alexander Lawson, Edward Dorsey, and Caleb Dorsey, Jr. It has typically been assumed
that the surviving brick buildings were part of the furnace operation, and thus have
traditionally been dated to the eighteenth century This error in dating the structures was
first pointed out by Peter Kurtze in his National Register nomination for the property, and
he dated both buildings stylistically to probably the 1830s and attributed them to the then
owners of the furnace, the Ellicotts. These buildings were actually not part of the Elk
Ridge Furnace lands owned by the Dorseys. The two connected brick buildings near the
river, along with the plank log slave quarters adjoining them, the frame dwelling across
the street, and the brick structure at 5735 Race Road, were all part of the tract “Hanover”
owned by Richard Cromwell and sold to John A. Ellicott, Nathaniel E. Ellicott, Jonathan
Ellicott, and Andrew Ellicott, Jr., the sons of Nathaniel Ellicott of Andrew, in 1829. The
deed notes that this parcel of land adjoins the furnace and mill race. The Ellicott family
had experience with iron works from at least 1806 and eliminated the common use of
slaves at them. The Ellicotts reportedly leased the Elk Ridge Furnace in the early
nineteenth century, and bought it in the 1820s. After financial setbacks the Ellicotts sold
the furnace in 1852 to Robert Howard, a merchant of Baltimore City who already owned
furnaces in Baltimore County. In 1858 Howard sold all of his iron works to the Great
Falls Iron Company. The flood of 1873 caused an explosion which destroyed much of
the furnace, and as far as is known, it was never put back into blast.

The southeast brick building, presumably the store, appears to have been constructed
earlier than the house adjacent to it, must date to c. 1825-1840, and most probably dates
to c. 1830-35. The house would seem to date to c. 1835, and the two were probably built
within only a few years of each other. Also of great significance are the two log plank
structures alongside the kitchen ell of the brick house. These buildings seem to date to
the second quarter of the nineteenth century.




MarYIand Historical Trust Inventory No. HO-367
Maryland Inventory of
@istoric Properties Form

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic Elkridge Furnace Complex
other

2. Location

street and number  5741-45, 5730 Furnace Avenue, 5735 Race Road __not for publication
city, town Elkridge __ vicinity
county Howard

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name State of Maryland, Dept. of Natural Resources
street and number Tawes State Office Building telephone
city, town Annapolis state MD zip code 21401

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Howard County Courthouse liber 2501 folio 393
.city, town Ellicott City tax map 38 tax parcel 615,617,313 tax ID number

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
district public agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing
X__building(s) private X_commerce/trade recreation/culture 6 0 buildings
structure X __both defense religion 0 0 sites
site X _domestic social 1 0 structures
object education transportation 0 0 objects
funerary work in progress 7 0 Total
government unknown
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory
7




7. Description Inventory No. HO-367

' Condition

___ excellent ___deteriorated
X _good ___ ruins
__ fair __ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Summary:
The Elkridge Furnace Complex is located at 5741-45 Furnace Road, 5730 Furnace Road, and 5735 Race

Road in Elkridge, in northeastern Howard County, Maryland. The buildings are set along the south side
of the Patapsco River, at the east end of town, and consist of a brick house, a brick store, a frame house,
a brick duplex, and two log outbuildings. The main building on the site is actually two structures built
against each other, and connected to each other. The brick store is set to the southeast, and is set
forward of the brick house. The brick store is two stories tall and five bays by one bay, and faces
southwest toward the road. It is built of 5-1 common bond brick, with a gable roof that has asphalt
shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. There are interior brick chimneys on both gable ends, set
northeast of the ridge. The brick store has a center-passage double-pile plan. The brick house is a 2 1/2-
story, three-bay by three-bay structure with Flemish bond brick on the southwest-facing front that is
very regular and has very narrow joints. The other elevations have 5-1 common bond brick for the most
part. This section has a jerkin head gable with asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. There
are two interior brick chimneys between the south and center bays, one southwest of the ridge and one

‘ northeast of it. There is a 2 1/2-story ell on the rear that is three bays by two bays and has a gable roof
with asphalt shingles and a northeast-southwest ridge. It is also constructed of 5-1 common bond brick.
The northwest elevation of the main block has a Diocletian window in the gable end. The brick house
has a side-passage double-pile plan with one room and a service space in the ell.

The northwest log outbuilding is a one-story, two-bay by one-bay log structure with a rubble stone
foundation, log planks with dovetailed corners and weatherboards covering most of the logs, and a gable
roof of corrugated metal with a northwest-southeast ridge. The weatherboards are random-width and are
fastened with cut nails. The log planks are 3 to 3-1/2 inches thick. The southeast log outbuilding is a
one-story, two-bay by one-bay plank log structure that is dovetailed at the corners and is covered with
some weatherboards fastened with cut nails. It has a rubble stone foundation and a gable roof with
corrugated metal and a northwest-southeast ridge. The southeast elevation has the remains of a brick
fireplace in the center. Both log outbuildings are in a line.
Located on the southwest side of Furnace Avenue, and facing northeast toward it, is a frame house that
is 2 1/2 stories tall and three bays by two bays, with a two-story ell on the southwest that is four bays by
two bays, and a modern wing, in a T plan, attached to the southeast side of the ell. The historic portions
have a rubble stone foundation, wood shingle siding on the northeast and weatherboards on the other
elevations, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles, and a northwest-southeast ridge on the main block and
northeast-southwest ridge on the ell. There is an interior brick chimney on the northwest gable end, and
another in the center of the ell. The northeast elevation has a doorway in the east bay of the first story.
The brick duplex is located at 5735 Race Road, on the southeast side of the road, and faces northwest
toward the road. Itis a two story, four-bay by two-bay brick structure of 5 to 1 common bond on both
‘ stories, but the brick is different in color and appearance on the second story than it is on the first story.
Some of the brick is still covered with vinyl siding. There is a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a
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northeast-southwest ridge, with a shallow pitch, and interior brick chimneys on both gable ends. There
is a two-story, two-bay by two-bay ell centered on the rear, with vinyl siding and a gable roof with
asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. The northwest elevation of the main block has two
center doors. The southwest elevation has the ghost line of the pitch of the earlier roof of a 1 1/2-story
building.

Description:

The Elkridge Furnace Complex is located at 5741-45 Furnace Road, 5730 Furnace Road, and 5735 Race
Road in Elkridge, in northeastern Howard County, Maryland. The buildings are set along the south side
of the Patapsco River, at the east end of town, and consist of a brick house, a brick store, a frame house,
a brick duplex, and two log outbuildings. The main building on the site is actually two structures built
against each other, and connected to each other. The brick store is set to the southeast, and is set
forward of the brick house.

Brick Store, exterior

The brick store is two stories tall and five bays by one bay, and faces southwest toward the road. It is
built of 5-1 common bond brick, with a gable roof that has asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast
ridge. There are interior brick chimneys on both gable ends, set northeast of the ridge.

The southwest elevation of the brick store has a center door on the first story that has one light over two
panels. There is pedimented trim over the light, with a roundel in the center and a plaque to each side
that has incised foliage. There is an apron below the light that has a similar treatment. The panels have
bolection mouldings with corner blocks. There are chamfered posts on each side of the door, with panel
moulds between them and the jambs. The doorway has a wood sill, a bullnose-moulded frame, and a
splayed brick jack arch. The transom bar has a quirked Greek ogee and fillet at the top, a broken field
with a bead at the break and a bead on the bottom. There is a four-light transom. There are two six-
over-six double-hung sash to each side of the doorway, and they have wood sills, bullnose frames, and
splayed brick jack arches. There are cast iron shutter hinges that are smaller than the hinge mortises on
the frames, and there are now fake blinds. This section has a three-bay, one-story porch with a new
wood deck and four wood Doric columns. It has bead-board soffit, a wood box cornice with a bevel bed
mould, and a hip roof with asphalt shingles. The west bay in the foundation has a window opening with
a splayed brick jack arch and a new metal grate. The south bay of the basement has a new addition on it.
The second story has five six-over-six double-hung sash that match the first story, but are shorter. There
is a wood box cornice with a cavetto-and-bead bed mould and a cavetto-and-bead on the cornice, behind
the gutter. The comice has a 5 1/2-inch fascia board.

The northwest elevation of the brick store has no opening on the first story, while the second story has a
typical six-over-six sash in the center. The gable end also has a typical six-over-six sash in the center,
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The southeast half of the brick store has a new partition wall set to the southwest, and the original
partition wall in this room was to the northeast, against the side of the fireplace, but is now missing. The
southeast end flooring has been replaced recently, and the door architrave here is new, as well. The
windows have a double bead architrave. The sash have 10-inch by 14-inch lights, ovolo muntins, no
parting beads, and are mortised and tenoned and pinned. The second story joists are exposed, are 3
inches by 11 inches, and run northeast-southwest. The joists are probably planed as they are very
smooth and have beads on the bottom corners. They are spaced 18 to 21 inches on centers and have lath
nail holes and plaster burns on the bottom face. The joists have been hacked back at the northeast end,
removing the beads in the process. There is a fireplace on the southeast wall, at the east end, with a
brick hearth, splayed brick jambs, and the brick of the chimney is exposed. The mantel in this location
came from the brick duplex on Race Road. It 1s oak with a mirrored overmantel of beveled glass, and
has a mantelshelf on scroll brackets and a shelf above the mirror supported by oak columns that sit on
the floor. The support in the ceiling for the hearth in the room above has been boxed in now and is no

‘ longer visible. To the east of the fireplace is a doorway with a door that has six panels with sunken
fields and quirked Greek ogee panel moulds. The architrave has three beads and corner blocks, and
there is an iron plate rim lock that is not original to the door. The windows at the northeast end also
have architrave with three beads, and have corner blocks. There is a ghost on the joists indicating a
partition that was located at the southwest end of the fireplace.

The west room is now cut up for a modern bar, with a dumbwaiter and a bathroom in it, as well. This
room flooring matches that in the passage and the windows and doors have the double bead architrave.
There is a ghost on the floor just northeast of the doorway that appears to be a nailer for a wall that ran
northwest-southeast, but part of this ghost is hidden by the present bar. The northeast wall has a wide
opening with a double bead architrave, but it is not clear if this is original. The north room had a
fireplace on the northwest that has been closed off and boarded over. The openings have double bead
architrave. The floor is carpeted, and there is a room built into the west corner that covers over the
fireplace. North of the fireplace is a doorway that connects to the brick house.

The second story floor plan is similar to the first story. There is also a small room at the southwest end
of the passage. The passage has new flooring and quirked ogee on the baseboard. The architrave has
three beads in the center, and has bull’s-eye corner blocks. Only the southwest door survives, and it has
five lying panels. There is a typical six-over-six sash at the northeast end of the passage. The stair
ascends to the southwest along the northwest wall, and the balustrade and other stair features are
original. The stair has square balusters, a three-quarter round handrail, and turned newel posts that have
a taper and have a Doric column profile. The stair has a plain open stringer, and there are ball drop

‘ pendants on the bottoms of the newels. The northwest wall is plaster on riven lath.
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The southwest chamber has double bead architrave, and the board under the windowsill has three beads;
this board actually covers the edge of the sill. The sash in this room have 10-inch by 12-inch lights,
ovolo muntins, no parting beads and plain rails, no sash weights or latches, and are mortised and tenoned
and pinned at the corners.

The south chamber has double bead architrave. The baseboard matches the second-story passage, and
there is carpeting on the floor. The sash match that in the southwest chamber. There is a new wide
opening on the northeast elevation with pocket doors. The east chamber has carpeting, new baseboard,
and architrave with three beads and bull’s-eye corner blocks. The sash are identical to the first story, but
with smaller lights. There is a fireplace centered on the southeast elevation, with a brick hearth and
splayed brick jambs. It has a wood mantel that is mortised and tenoned and pinned and has been taken
off and put back on. The mantel is very clean, but is probably original and has simply been stripped of
paint. It has Doric columns that match the profile of the newel posts with roundels on the impost blocks

. and a paneled frieze that is sunken and flat, with Greek ogee panel moulds. The bed mould has a large
bead that blends into a Scotia, with a fillet at the bottom. The mantelshelf has a quirked Greek ovolo on
the bottom edge.

The northwest chamber is carpeted and the baseboard on the southeast wall matches that of the passage,
though some of the baseboard on the other walls has been replaced or altered. There is a new partition
on the west end, or this wall has been heavily worked over. The southeast wall has no evidence of
another door or partition wall along it. The southeast door has double bead architrave, as do the
southwest windows. The northeast and northwest windows, and the northwest closet, have architrave
with three beads and have corner blocks. All of the sash match those of the first story, but with smaller
lights. There is a fireplace on the northwest elevation, set north of center, with a brick hearth, a parged
surround, and splayed brick jambs. The wood mantel here matches the east chamber and is definitely
original. The mantelshelf has been cut back on all three sides. There is a built-in closet to the north of
the fireplace, and it has a typical six-panel door. A hole has been cut through the back of the fireplace
and the brick walls of both the brick store and the brick house. One joist in the house appears to butt
against the brick wall of the southeast half, which suggests that the northwest half was constructed later;
otherwise, the joist end would have been exposed to the weather. Another joist end stops about one inch
short of the southeast half wall.

The attic is finished and has a center passage with one room to each side. It is carpeted throughout, has
plaster walls, and has double bead architrave. In the passage, the newel post, balusters, and handrail
match that of the second story, and the handrail is ramped. There is random-width flooring that runs
‘ northwest-southeast and is painted. The door to the southeast chamber has six panels with sunken fields
and ogee panel moulds. It is mortised and tenoned and pinned and is hung on the opposite jamb, either
having been flipped or reused from another location. It does not have a lock but has a mineral knob.
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The northwest chamber has a beaded-edge vertical-board door that is made of seven narrow boards that
may be hand-planed, though it is hard to be certain because they are so narrow. The door has cast iron
butt hinges that are heavily painted but appear to be plain, and the battens are screwed to the door.
There is a cast iron foliate Norfolk latch on the room side that is not original, and it is just a pull, not a
full latch. The ceiling of the attic follows the rafters and the collar beams.

The southeast attic chamber has peg rail on the northwest wall, to the west of the door, and on the
southeast wall, to the south of the window. There is a seam to the north of the door that may indicate
that there was originally peg rail here, as well. The base of the pegs taper out from the rail, then have a
sharp taper in, with a button end. The sash are mortised and tenoned and pinned, have 8-inch by 10-inch
lights and ovolo muntins, and have no parting beads, weights, or latches. The baseboard is plain. The
northwest chamber has peg rail on the southeast wall, on both sides of the door. The window matches
that in the southeast attic chamber. The chimney on the northwest elevation, and the walls to each side
. of it, are covered, so it is not possible to tell what might have been here.

Brick House, exterior

The brick house is set back from the face of the brick store and is a 2 1/2-story, three-bay by three-bay
structure with Flemish bond brick on the southwest-facing front that is very regular and has very narrow
joints. The other elevations have 5-1 common bond brick for the most part. This section has a jerkin
head gable with asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. There are two interior brick chimneys
between the south and center bays, one southwest of the ridge and one northeast of it. There isa 2 1/2-
story ell on the rear that is three bays by two bays and has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a
northeast-southwest ridge. It is also constructed of 5-1 common bond brick.

The southwest elevation of the brick house has a doorway in the south bay of the first story, and this has
a marble sill with an ovolo and fillet on the edge of it at the doorway. There are paired five-panel doors
with sunken, flat double panels that have quirked steep Greek ogee and fillet panel moulds. There is a
cast bronze foliate knob, escutcheon and keyhole. There are plain pilasters to each side of the doorway
with pyramidal panel caps. The sidelights are one-over-one with the top half leaded glass, and the
bottom of the sidelights has been replaced. The doorway has a wide board surround that is beaded on
the inner and outer edges. There are two six-over-six double-hung sash to the west of the doorway, and
they have wood sills with a wash, bullnose frames, and splayed brick jack arches made of very tall
bricks. The windows have wood blinds hung on wrought strap hinges that are tapered, and there are
wrought shutter dogs that are flat on the top and rounded and tapered on the bottom. There is a spring
latch on each sill to catch a hook on the shutter. The blinds are mortised and tenoned and pinned. There
. is a one-story, three-bay porch set on granite piers made of single cut stones, with three granite steps and
one concrete step at the base. The porch has a wood deck, three and a half Doric columns, bead board
soffit, and a wood box cornice. It has a shed roof with weatherboards on the northwest end, and the
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porch abuts the brick store. The porch on the brick house wrapped around one bay of the northwest
elevation. A tree came down probably in the 1930s and took off this section of the porch, as well as the
porch on the ell. There are faint ghosts of this wraparound porch still on the northwest elevation. The
brick house appears to be built up against the brick store, with closers right at the south edge of the
building. The second story has three typical six-over-six double-hung sash. There is a corbelled brick
cornice, with two rows of brick visible. The eaves are boarded, and the boards follow the pitch of the
rafters. There 1s a central gabled wall dormer with wood German siding, a six-over-six double-hung
sash, and a jerkin head at the gable.

The northwest elevation of the main block has one window set to the west of center and two set to the
north of center. The foundation has an eight-light sash behind horizontal iron bars to the west and
another in the center. These windows have wood sills and splayed brick jack arches. The north bay has
a vertical board shutter on tapered strap hinges with round ends. The first story has three typical six-

‘ over-six sash with fake shutters and pintles with plates screwed to the jambs. The holdfasts match the
southwest elevation, which is typical for the building. There are tie rods with “S” end plates between
the first and second stories and between the second story and attic. The second story has three typical
six-over-six sash. The gable end has a Diocletian window with a double bead on the mullions. The roof
has wide overhanging eaves.

The northwest elevation of the ell has a cellar bulkhead in the west bay with granite copings and new
doors. There is a granite porch that has four steps in the center, and a typical basement opening that is
missing its sash but has a sheet metal cover in the north bay. The first story has a door in the center, at
the porch, with six panels that have sunken fields and quirked ogee and fillet panel moulds. It is
mortised and tenoned and pinned and set in a bullnose frame. It has a wood sill and splayed brick jack
arch that alternates between single and double bricks; the center has a wide top brick. There is a four-
light transom. On either side of the doorway is a typical six-over-six sash. The west bay has a jack arch
that matches the door, while the north bay jack arch has only single brick voussoirs. There is a ghost of
a shed-roofed porch over the door. The second story has three six-over-six sash with a header course
above and two corbelled courses of brick in the cornice. There are two dormers with gabled roofs and
six-over-six sash, and the dormers have a cornice moulding with returns. There is an interior brick
chimney on the northeast gable end.

The northeast elevation of the ell has no openings. There is a ghost of an addition just east of center and
parging north of center between the first and second stories, plus a small patch of brick in the center. It
is not clear what was formerly located here. There are plain rake-boards, and the brick gable end is

. asymmetrical, though the frame porch on the southeast makes it symmetrical.
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The southeast elevation of the ell has a rebuilt brick basement. The first story has a door in the center
with a six-over-six sash to each side that matches the northwest elevation of the ell. The jack arches all
have single brick voussoirs. There is a three-bay, two-story porch with new plastic decking and three
wood Doric columns, plus a chamfered post set against the main block. Set against the brick wall of the
ell at both ends of the porch is a boxed pilaster with reeding, and with a sunburst patera on the capital.
The walls are painted brick, but there is no evidence of penciling. The porch has slender round railings
with square balusters and has been rebuilt apparently to match the original. The porch soffit has wide
beaded boards of random width. The second story of the porch also has new plastic decking, and has
wood columns set on square piers below the railings; the columns have pronounced entasis. There are
three columns on the southeast and a pilaster against the main block, and one on the northeast end, and
they have Doric capitals. The columns have two annulets on the necking, and an abacus. The southeast
elevation of the ell, on the second story, has a doorway added in the south bay. The center bay has a
typical six-panel door in a bull nose frame, with a wood lintel. The south jamb has queen closers at the

‘ edge of the opening while the east jamb queen closers are set back from the edge. The east bay has a
six-over-six double-hung sash with a wood sill, a bull nose frame, and a stretcher brick course for a
lintel. The south jamb has no closers while the east jamb has one closer set back and one set at the edge
of the opening.

The northeast elevation of the main block of the brick house, on the first story, has a six-panel door that
is mortised and tenoned and pinned, and has sunken fields and quirked ogee and fillet panel moulds. It
has a splayed brick jack arch. On the second story, the north bay doorway has double bead architrave.
There is a straight brick jack arch below two courses of brick that are below a splayed brick jack arch.
This opening was originally a window that was converted to a door. The brick wall has red paint.

The southeast elevation of the main block, on the first story, has a door set south of center, near the
southeast building. It is a typical six-panel door with a bullnose frame and a splayed brick jack arch,
and the opening is original to the building. There are “S” tie rods in the center on this end, as well.
There is no other opening on the first story. The main block brick wall passes behind the brick store,
making it appear that the brick store was built first. The brick house has slightly wider mortar joints on
the side than the brick store. The second story has a typical six-over-six sash in the center that never had
blinds. There is a typical six-panel door set south of center. The gable end has a typical six-over-six
sash, which also never had blinds, both east of center and south of center.

Brick House, interior

The brick house has a side-passage double-pile plan with one room and a service space in the ell. The
' passage has random-width pine flooring that runs southwest-northeast, with the floorboards varying

between 3 and 3 3/4 inches wide. The baseboard has a broken field with a quirked Greek ogee above

and a smaller Greek ogee above that. The walls are plaster on brick, and there is symmetrical architrave
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penciling. The brick chimney stack is set back from the fireplace front at 6 feet, 6-1/4 inches above the
floor, and there is a wood mantelshelf here with an ovolo moulding on the edge and a bead at the
bottom. It appears to be original.

To the northwest of the fireplace is a built-in cupboard with two doors below a wood countertop. Each
of these doors has two panels with sunken fields and no panel moulds. The doors are mortised and
tenoned and pinned and have butt hinges with two knuckles. The top half of the cupboard is hung on the
wall, rather than resting on the bottom half, and has two doors with four panels each that match the
lower doors. The interior has four shelves. This cupboard appears to have been added. The second-
story floor framing for the kitchen fireplace has a trimmer with through tenons and exposed pegs. The
framing for the hearth of the second-story fireplace has two trimmers, but it is not possible to see how
they are attached, although they do not have through tenons. The bottom of this hearth is parged. Both
the northwest and southeast walls have a six-over-six sash to the northeast and a door to the southwest.

‘ The sash have lancet-profile muntins, 10-inch by 14-inch lights, no parting beads, and are mortised and
tenoned and pinned. The doors have six panels with sunken fields and quirked ogee panel moulds.
There are four-light transoms with ovolo moulds, and the doors have cast iron butt hinges with five
knuckles; they are labeled “E & T C.” There are plain cast iron rim locks on the doors.

The second-story plan mirrors the first story, but also has a small room at the southwest end of the
passage. The passage has a landing at the northeast end of the stairway, with three steps up to the
northeast where there is a doorway leading to the rear porch. The architrave matches the first story but
has new bull’s-eye comer blocks where the patera should be. This doorway has a six-panel door with
sunken fields and quirked ogee panel moulds, is mortised and tenoned and pinned, has cast iron butt
hinges with five knuckles and heavy paint, and has a plain cast iron rim lock that is not original. The
baseboard, architrave, and stair details in the passage all match that of the first story passage. There is a
window on the southeast elevation that has architrave below the sill. The opening has straight jambs.
The sash has lancet-profile muntins, 10-inch by 14-inch lights, parting beads, and sash weight cords with
pulleys. The sash are mortised and tenoned and pinned at the corners, and there are no pins in the
muntins. There is a door on the southeast elevation of the passage, south of the window, which leads to
the exterior where there is a fire escape. This door has six panels with sunken fields and quirked ogee
panel moulds, has typical architrave with new corner blocks where the patera were, has cast iron butt
hinges with five knuckles that appear to be plain, and has a large iron plate rim lock that is original to
the door. The doors to the southwest and west chambers match this door, while the door to the north
chamber is missing. The west chamber door hinges are labeled “E & T C.” The plain cast iron rim lock
is not original. The southwest chamber door has new hinges and no lock, but has glass knobs and a cast

. iron escutcheon with egg and dart moulding. This doorway has a three-light transom that is hinged on
the northwest side with cast iron butts that have five knuckles and heavy paint. The sash has new
stained glass lights. The passage has a new ceiling medallion.
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The southwest chamber has a window on the southwest that matches the passage, but has splayed plain
wood jambs, and the sash is set deeper into the wall. The architrave is similar but simpler with no large
bead in the center and a smaller bead on the inner edge. It has bull’s-eye corner blocks that appear to be
original. The flooring here continues from the passage and runs northeast-southwest. It is face-nailed
pine, between 5-1/4 and 6-1/2 inches. The baseboard matches that of the first story. There is a new
ceiling medallion in this room, and it has been made into a modern bathroom.

The west chamber flooring matches that in the passage and runs northeast-southwest. The joists beneath
it run northwest-southeast, are sash-sawn, are 3-inches by 8-1/2 inches, and are spaced 16-1/2 to 17-1/2
inches on centers. There is riven ceiling lath below. The baseboard and door architrave match the
passage, but have bull’s-eye comer blocks. The windows have splayed jambs, and the architrave
matches that in the southwest chamber. There is a fireplace centered on the southeast wall, with a brick

‘ hearth, parged surround, and splayed brick jambs. It has a wood mantel with a Doric column to each
side and a Greek ovolo moulding on the capital of each column. There are bull’s-eyes on the impost
blocks, and the frieze has a horizontal moulding with an ogee at the top and bottom and three beads in
the center, similar to the architrave. The bed mould has a bead at the bottom, two fillets, and a very
deeply projecting beak moulding. The edge of the shelf has a quirked Greek ovolo on the bottom. A
closet has been added to the south of the fireplace, with a four-panel door that has sunken fields and
ovolo panel moulds. It has new hinges and porcelain knobs, with no lock. The architrave matches that
of the windows, but is new. The southwest jamb of the fireplace has been cut through, where the closet
hides it, and is studded out and is plastered. The studs are 3 inches deep by 4 inches wide, and had some
kind of a horizontal member between two of the studs, but this has been removed. Mature cut nails
remain where this horizontal member was, and they must be original. The lath nails are also cut. The
closet is constructed with dimensional lumber and wire nails, and predates the restoration for the present
restaurant. There is a door in the center of the northeast elevation, leading to the north chamber. Itis a
typical six-panel door, and the butt hinges are heavily painted. It has an iron plate rim lock that appears
to be original but is not labeled, and it has glass knobs.

The north chamber flooring, baseboard, door and window architrave, fireplace and mantel, and added
closet are identical to the west chamber. The closet was added to the south of the fireplace and has
horizontals to support a clothes rod that are nailed with nails that have a rounded square head, with a
raised round center to the head. The fireplace northeast jamb is studded out with 3 by 4s that are sash-
sawn, with riven lath fastened by cut lath nails. The closet door has cast iron foliate butt hinges with
two knuckles and acorn finials. The northeast wall of this chamber has a closet set to the north that has a

. four-panel door with sunken fields and ogee panel moulds. The door is not pinned together, and it has a
cast iron rim lock and cast iron foliate butt hinges with acorn finials. The architrave has a pulvinated
center with a shallow ogee to each side of it, and there are bull’s-eye corner blocks.
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missing, and pieces of plain trim survive. The northeast elevation has a boarded-up window opening set
north of center. The sash and the sill are both missing. The architrave has a beaded interior edge. The
jamb boards have a tenon on the bottom that is set into a mortise in the sill, and these boards are fastened
to the log ends with large spikes that have irregular heads, but appear to be cut. Several logs below the
window opening are exposed and have numerous one-inch-diameter holes drilled part way into them,
many filled with peg ends. The holes are randomly spaced, but are often less than 10 inches apart, and
are not in completely straight lines. It is not clear why they are here. On the northeast elevation, at the
north end, the logs at the bottom, where the siding is missing, are numbered. The second log from the
bottom is “II,” the third from the bottom is “IIl,” and the fourth is “IIII.”” The southeast elevation has a
window opening that was added in the center, and 1t has a large two-light sash. A section of log above
this opening is burned and patched. The gable end has a four-light sash set south of center, in a narrow
frame. There are plain rake boards.

. On the interior, the foundation projects into the room, with a sill on top on the southwest and northeast
walls. There is a dirt floor, and possibly some stones set in it. The log walls are exposed and
whitewashed, and the logs are hewn, some of them having pegs broken off flush. There are also several
mortises filled with wood blocks. There are several pegs still in these logs, one on the southwest wall,
south of the door, which could be old. There are also thin boards or pieces of boards pushed between
the logs as chinking, along with plaster used as chinking between the logs. The log planks are 3 to 3-1/2
inches thick. This building was converted to a stable at one point, and has a hayrack and several stalls.
It is now filled with parts of various old buildings. The attic joists are both hewn and pit-sawn, are
whitewashed, and run northeast-southwest. Many have several mortises cut through them. In the north
corner is a rebuilt stair constructed with wire nails, and it ascends to the northeast along the northwest
wall. The opening in the floor above the stair appears to be original, with a header at the southwest end
of the opening and one joist cut out for the opening. The southwest door hinges are tapered and have
lima bean cusps. The joists are set on top of the southwest and northeast logs, with neither the joists nor
the logs being notched for the other. The southeast wall has a wide opening that probably originally
held a fireplace. The rafters are set on the floor over top of the joists and are mitered at the foot. The
rafters are hewn and most of them are mitered and butted at the ridge, though several are half-lapped and
fastened with cut nails. The rafters support board sheathing. There is no patch in the floor at the
southeast end, suggesting that the fireplace and chimney were exterior.

Southeast log outbuilding
The southeast log outbuilding is a one-story, two-bay by one-bay plank log structure that is dovetailed at
the corners and is covered with some weatherboards fastened with cut nails. It has a rubble stone

‘ foundation and a gable roof with corrugated metal and a northwest-southeast ridge. The log outbuilding
faces southwest toward the road, and is 19 feet, 4 inches from the kitchen ell. It is located 12 feet, 1 inch
from the bottom of the stairway to the kitchen ell, and is 41 feet away from the northwest log
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outbuilding. Both log outbuildings are in a line. The logs have mortar and pieces of wood for chinking
and are reused, with mortises and pegs and holes drilled in them. Some of the log faces are hewn while
others are sawn, and some have irregular marks that appear to be from a pitsaw. The mortar chinking
has heavy whitewash, one early layer of which is a brick-red color. The southwest elevation has a door
set west of center that now has a pair of doors hung on strap hinges, and the pintles are set into logs
beyond the architrave. These doors swing out and have vertical boards with beads on the exterior and
horizontal boards with beads on the interior. The strap hinges are mostly tapered, with round ends,
though one is wide and square. There are strips of iron nailed onto the interior face of the door, though
it is not clear why. The architrave has a beaded interior edge and is face-nailed with T-headed nails.
The jamb boards are nailed to the log ends with large cut nails. The original door was hung on butt
hinges and swung in. The sill is concrete, and 1t is not possible to tell if the foundation was always
broken here, or has been opened up. The south bay has a window opening with new trim placed over
top of the old, and there is a vertical board shutter on butt hinges with pins; it is made with cut nails.

‘ The sash is missing. There is a wood box cornice. On the southeast elevation, beneath the siding, is
plaster on riven lath with whitewash, but no evidence of a red layer of whitewash. The siding covers
where the fireplace opening originally was, and there is evidence of a foundation about 12 inches below
the current ground level. The gable end has a doorway set to the east, and it has a beaded-edge vertical-
board door. The northeast elevation has a window set north of center that has new trim and a vertical-
board shutter hung on butt hinges with two knuckles; the shutter is made with cut nails. The jamb
boards are nailed to the long log ends with cut spikes, and the sash is missing. The northwest elevation
does not have an opening, but the siding is patched in the gable end, to the north. The chinking below
the siding has a black layer that could be old tar. There are plain rake boards.

On the interior, the first story now has a stud and wafer board shed built inside it with space around the
shed on all four sides. There is a dirt floor. The southeast elevation has the remains of a brick fireplace
in the center, with splayed jambs and part of a splayed brick jack arch, though most of the jambs and
jack arch are now missing. There is brick infill that closes off the fireplace flush with the exterior of the
log outbuilding, much of the back of the fireplace having been taken down at an unknown date. There
are triangular wood brackets on each side of the opening, with cut nails holding them, and the brackets
support a wood shelf above that appears to be original. On either side of the fireplace is a “chair rail”
that is more like a low shelf, with a bull nose on the front edge and a fascia board above. This little shelf
projects out 3-3/4 inches, but is set at a chair rail height. Below this shelf on either side of the fireplace
is a brick wall that is only one wythe thick, with at least one large cut spike holding it to the logs.
Portions of this brick wall have come down, and there is no evidence of lath and plaster ever behind the
brick. The brick to the south of the fireplace is mostly gone. The rest of the log walls have diagonal

‘ riven lath and plaster, and this same lath and plaster treatment is found above the shelf on the southeast,
as well. The window and door architrave have a backband that has a wide quirk with an ogee and bead
and there is a beaded interior edge. The ceiling also has riven lath with plaster. The upper story has

)
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south bay or on the second story, and a six over six double hung sash in the gable end. The south bay of
the southwest elevation of the main block has been added to, and the roof pitch is flatter than on the
main block. The southeast elevation of the ell is mostly covered by the modern addition.

Race Road Brick Duplex
The brick duplex is located at 5735 Race Road, on the southeast side of the road, and faces northwest
toward the road. It is a two story, four-bay by two-bay brick structure of 5 to 1 common bond on both
stories, but the brick is different in color and appearance on the second story than it is on the first story.
Some of the brick is still covered with vinyl siding, especially on the northeast. There is a gable roof
with asphalt shingles and a northeast-southwest ridge, with a shallow pitch, and interior brick chimneys
on both gable ends. There is a two-story, two-bay by two-bay ell centered on the rear, with vinyl siding
and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. There is a modern one-story,
shed-roofed frame addition to the southwest of the ell. The northwest elevation of the main block has
‘ two center doors with one light over two panels, each with a two-light transom and a splayed brick jack
arch. To each side is a one-over-one sash with wood blinds and a splayed brick jack arch. The second
story has four shorter one-over-one sash with wood blinds. The box cornice is covered with vinyl. The
southwest elevation has no openings on the first story. The second story has a one-over-one sash in the
south bay. The brickwork retains the ghost line of the pitch of the earlier roof of a 1 1/2-story building.
The southeast elevation of the main block is covered by the modern addition on the first story and has no
opening on the second story. The southwest elevation of the ell is also covered by the modern addition
on the first story and has a one-over-one sash in the west bay of the second story. The southeast
elevation of the ell has two small one-light sash in the second story. The northeast elevation of the ell
has a door in the north bay of the first story and a one-over-one sash in the east bay of the second story.
The northeast elevation of the main block has no openings on the first story. The second story has a
one-over-one sash in the east bay.




8. Significance Inventory No. HO-367

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
‘ __1600-1699 __ agriculture __ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts

__1700-1799 __ archeology __ education X industry __ philosophy

__1800-1899 X architecture ___engineering ___invention __ politics/government

X 1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __ landscape architecture __ religion

_ 2000- __ commerce recreation _ law __ science
___ communications __ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
___conservation settlement __ military __other:

Specific dates N/A Architect/Builder N/A

Construction dates c. 1830s

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

Summary:
Elk Ridge Landing was settled as early as the 1690s, and was an important commercial and shipping

entrepdt by 1755, the time that the Elk Ridge Furnace was founded by Alexander Lawson, Edward
Dorsey, and Caleb Dorsey, Jr. It has typically been assumed that the surviving brick buildings were part

‘ of the furnace operation, and thus have traditionally been dated to the eighteenth century This error in
dating the structures was first pointed out by Peter Kurtze in his National Register nomination for the
property, and he dated both buildings stylistically to probably the 1830s and attributed them to the then
owners of the furnace, the Ellicotts. These buildings were actually not part of the Elk Ridge Furnace
lands owned by the Dorseys. The two connected brick buildings near the river, along with the plank log
slave quarters adjoining them, the frame dwelling across the street, and the brick structure at 5735 Race
Road, were all part of the tract “Hanover” owned by Richard Cromwell and sold to John A. Ellicott,
Nathaniel E. Ellicott, Jonathan Ellicott, and Andrew Ellicott, Jr., the sons of Nathaniel Ellicott of
Andrew, in 1829. The deed notes that this parcel of land adjoins the furnace and mill race. The Ellicott
family had experience with iron works from at least 1806 and eliminated the common use of slaves at
them. The Ellicotts reportedly leased the Elk Ridge Furnace in the early nineteenth century, and bought
it in the 1820s. After financial setbacks the Ellicotts sold the furnace in 1852 to Robert Howard, a
merchant of Baltimore City who already owned furnaces in Baltimore County. In 1858 Howard sold all
of his iron works to the Great Falls Iron Company. The flood of 1873 caused an explosion which
destroyed much of the furnace, and as far as is known, it was never put back into blast. The southeast
brick building, presumably the store, appears to have been constructed earlier than the house adjacent to
it, must date to c. 1825-1840, and most probably dates to c¢. 1830-35. The house would seem to date to
c. 1835, and the two were probably built within only a few years of each other. Also of great
significance are the two log plank structures alongside the kitchen ell of the brick house. These
buildings seem to date to the second quarter of the nineteenth century.

Significance:
‘ Elk Ridge Landing was settled as early as the 1690s, and was an important commercial and shipping
entrepdt by 1755, the time that the Elk Ridge Furnace was founded by Alexander Lawson, Edward
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Dorsey, and Caleb Dorsey, Jr. The partners were able to acquire 100 acres through a writ of ad quod
damnum in 17535, and there were iron pigs later found with that date that came from the Elk Ridge
Furnace. At this time William Williams was the founder for the Dorseys, and slave labor provided both
muscle and skill to run the operation. The furnace was inherited by Caleb Dorsey’s two sons, Samuel
and Edward, in 1772, and Samuel died in 1777. The furnace has been famous for a long time because it
cast cannon and cannon balls during the Revolution. The furnace was described as being “in good
order” in 1789, but was not included on Griffith’s map of Maryland published in 1794, and most telling,
is not listed in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax. When Joseph Scott published his observations on the region
from 1806 he noted that “there are large banks of iron ore between Baltimore City, and Elkridge
landing. Several furnaces and forges have been erected, and in operation for many years; but from the
scarcity of wood, they have for these some years past been discontinued.” The largest and most
valuable structure at Elk Ridge Landing in 1798 owned by Edward Dorsey was “1 old brick house 30 by
28 feet, 2 stories.” It has typically been assumed that the surviving brick buildings were part of the

‘ furnace operation, and thus have traditionally been dated to the eighteenth century, though none of the
listed buildings in the tax record match the existing buildings. This error in dating the structures was
first pointed out by Peter Kurtze in his National Register nomination for the property, and he dated both
buildings1 stylistically to probably the 1830s and attributed them to the then owners of the furnace, the
Ellicotts.

These buildings were actually not part of the Elk Ridge Furnace lands owned by the Dorseys. Asis
evident on J. E. Dempster’s plat of Elkridge, the two connected brick buildings near the river, along with
the plank log slave quarters adjoining them, the frame dwelling across the street, and the brick structure
at 5735 Race Road, were all part of the tract “Hanover” owned by Richard Cromwell and sold to John
A. Ellicott, Nathaniel E. Ellicott, Jonathan Ellicott, and Andrew Ellicott, Jr., the sons of Nathaniel
Ellicott of Andrew, in 1829. The deed notes that this parcel of land adjoins the furnace and mill race.
Cromwell purchased the lot a day earlier from Charles Hopkins. He presumably received it from his
parents, Dr. Richard Hopkins and Hannah Hopkins, in 1824. This deed is for part of the tract
“Hanover,” but the deed does not give metes and bounds, only general outlines, so it is not possible to

! Celia M. Holland, Old Homes and Families of Howard County, Maryland (Author, 1987), pp. 3-8. Ronald W. Fuchs II,
“‘At Elk Ridge Furneis As You See, William Williams He Mad Me’: The Story of an Eighteenth-Century Maryland Iron
Furnace.” Journal of Early Southern Decorative Arts (winter 1996): 40-59. John McGrain, “Molinography in Maryland,”
“Howard County, Elkridge Furnace,” typescript, Maryland Historical Society. Henry K. Sharp, The Patapsco River Valley:
Cradle of the Industrial Revolution in Maryland. (Baltimore: Maryland Historical Society, 2001), p. 27. Joseph Scott,
Geographical Description of the States of Maryland and Delaware. (Philadelphia: Kimber, Conrad, & Co., 1807), p. 81, in
Sharp, The Patapsco River Valley, p. 29. Maryland Gazette, 26 November 1789, p. 2, col. 2, quoted in Fuchs, “At Elk Ridge
Furneis,” p. 54. Sharp, The Patapsco River Valley, pp. 28-29. Federal Direct Tax, 1798, “Anne Arundel County,” Maryland

‘ State Archives. Joetta Koppenhoefer, “Elk Ridge: The River, the Railroad, the Boulevard,” in Elk Ridge: A Bicentennial
Journal (June 1976): 3-4. Peter E. Kurtze “Elkridge Furnace Complex,” National Register of Historic Places Registration
Form, HO-367, 1989.
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match the one to the other. At the same time the Hopkins’s sold several other tracts to their other kids.
This land was not listed under Hopkins’s ownership in the 1798 tax, so presumably he acquired it later,
but it is not known when or how he did; he held at least part of “Hanover” by the early nineteenth
century, but the deed could not be found back to 1797. Whether part of the 1798 tax 1s missing, as has
been suggested by some because the furnace is not mentioned, is not clear. Dr. Hopkins did have
business interactions with the Dorseys, but while it is possible that the land adjoining the furnace was
leased to the furnace and built upon, there have been no records discovered that would suggest that this
happened. Before the Ellicotts had purchased this land, they bought just less than ten acres from Charles
Hopkins in two tracts, in 1825. The deed described the smaller of the two tracts as “being two perches
wide for the purpose of digging a canal or head race,” then went on to stipulate: “also the full and free
right of waste ways from the said canal or race to discharge surplus water in times of freshets at any
points or places most convenient to said Ellicotts as also to make partial deviations in the construction of
said canal from the above described courses taking care to occupy only the aforesaid two perches in

' width.” This would be the race mentioned in the deeds for the tract with the brick house and store,
running along present-day Race Road.’

The Ellicott family had experience with iron works from at least 1806, when they built an iron rolling
and slitting mill, and nail-making factory, on the east bank of the Patapsco River, just above their grist
mill at Ellicott’s Lower Mills. In 1815 Nathaniel Ellicott and Company purchased Dorsey’s Forge,
which became the Avalon Company, and it, too, ran a rolling and slitting mill and manufactured nails.
This operation had been run by slave labor, but the Ellicotts reportedly eliminated the use of slaves here,
and presumably did elsewhere, too. This would not be surprising, given that they were Quakers and
Quakers had generally opposed slave ownership. This has implications for the interpretation of some
buildings at the Elkridge Furnace Complex. Alexander Ellicott and Brothers reportedly leased the Elk
Ridge Furnace in the early nineteenth century, bought it in the 1820s, and rebuilt the furnace in 1826.
This was apparently the furnace that was described in John Alexander’s report on iron manufacturing,
published in 1840. He wrote:

In 1826, the Elkridge furnace was erected by Andrew Ellicott, Jr. and Brothers, near Elkridge landing.
The furnace is thirty-two feet high, with boshes of eight and a half feet. The blast is driven by water
from the Patapsco, and is carried into the furnace by one tuyere.

The ore occurs in the vicinity; and I believe the position of the race for the water wheel is favourable
[sic] for the transportation of some considerable quantity. It is of the same character with the ores all
along the western verge of the Chesapeake.

? Howard County Land Records, WSG 15-52. Charles W. Evans, Biographical and Historical Accounts of the Fox, Ellicott,

‘ and Evans Families (Buffalo, NY: Baker, Jones & Co., 1882), p. 80. Howard County Land Records, WSG 15-70, WSG 10-
64. J. D. Warfield, Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties, Maryland (Baltimore: Kohn & Pollock, 1905), p. 483.
Howard County Land Records, WSG 11-509.





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































