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Marshallee & Tenant House (Lyndwood, Markham) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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MARSHALLEE Circa 1845 
Elkridge 
Private 
Marshallee as a Howard County Landmark is s ign i f i can t to the nation for i t s 
connection to Charles Marshal l , personal secretary to Robert E. Lee. He was 
the only one of Lee's s t a f f to be with him at Appomatox and was also responsi­
ble for d ra f t ing Lee's farewell address to the Army of Northern V i rg in i a . 
B u i l t in 1858 of massive stone covered with stucco, i t s two s tory , hipped 
roof four bay wide f ront facade faces east on the crest of a gently sloping 
h i l l west of 1-95. 

In 1876 Colonel Marshal l , former aide-de-came and confident to General 
Robert E. Lee,purchased 252 acres on which "Lyndwood", the home of James C. 
Adams was b u i l t . The Marshalls renamed the property "Markham", a family name 
tracing a family t i e to John Marshal l , f i r s t Supreme Court Chief Just ice. 
They are said to have been responsible for the construction of the back west 
wing. 

A small "counting room" with outside entrance fo r paying farm hands was 
located in the northwest corner of the or ig ina l s t ruc ture . 

Now located on some 200 acres of land containing orchards and two tenant 
farm houses and surrounded by development, in close proximity to 1-95, i t s 
future is undetermined. Presently in a deter iorated s ta te , i t waits pa t ien t ly 
for careful res tora t ion . 
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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Marshallee 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

Lyndwood, Markham 
i. LOCATtOtI 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R I 

5850 Montgomery Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Elkr idge, 

Maryland Howard 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Chack One) 

Diitrie* Q Building 

Sit« • Structure 

Objact 

OWNERSHIP 

Public 

Privqt* 

Both 

Public Acquiiition: 

In Procats 

Baing Coniidarad 

STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupiad 

Pratarvotion work 
ir̂  prograas 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yat: 

Rattrictad 

Urwaatrictad 

No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More me Appropriate) 

Agriculturol 

Comtnarciol 

Educational 

Entartalnmant 

Govarnmant 

Industrial 

Military 

Muaaum 

Pork 

Privata Raaidane 

Raligious 

Sciantific 

] Transportation 

] Othar fSpacliyj 

Not, i n use 

Comments 

p , OWNER OF PROPEftTr 
O W N E R ' S N A M E 

Greer Propert ies. I n c . , c/o Robert B. Morr is , Marr io t t Corporation 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

5161 River Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

D. C. 20016 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E O I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Hall of Records 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

Howard County Court House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

E l l i c o t t City Maryland 21043 
T i t l e R e f e r e n c e of C u r r e n t Deed (Book & Pa . #) : Map 37. Blk 117 

6 . REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS /Par 84 601;408 121.755A 
/also p.82, 601-408, also p. 8 1 , 

/Blk 10. 601-403 Howard County Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE OF SURVEY: 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

1976 n Federal g ) State • County • Loeol 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S i 

Mary!and H is to r i ca l Trust 
S T R ) £ i T A N D N U M B E R : 

21 State Circ le 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 



7. DESCRIPTION 
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CONDITION 

(Check Ona) 

n Exc»IUnt D Good • Fair Jf] D«t«riorat»d Q Ruini Q Unexpoi^d 

fCheck OneJ 

Kn Altarad Q Uncltarod 

f C/i«e* On»; 

Original dit 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T » •ID O R I G I N A L (H known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Marshallee is a two story, hipped roof structure facing east, built of 
massive stone covered with stucco containing 20" walls with chimneys located 
on the north and south. 

The east elevation holds four french doors with the main entrance locateli 
in the second north bay. It is flanked by vertical side lights. Shutters 
originally decorated the windows and doors of this elevation, and of which 
have presently been removed by vandals. 

A one story flat roofed porch runs around the entire south and east 
elevations of the main body of the house. It is decorated by a simple 
cornice supported by scrolled brackets which also decorate the rectangular 
supporting pillars of the porch. Three brick steps on the south lead to the 
wooden landing. 

The south elevation of this east wing hold two second floor double-hung 
windows with stone sills which originally held six-over-six lites. The 
first floor on the west bay holds a similar window. A rectangular french 
door is located in the east bay. All the doors and windows of the house 
have been taken out or broken by vandals. 

The second floor holds two large double-hung windows with a small rec­
tangular casement window between them. 

A narrow entrance portico with flat roof and scrolled barge boards is 
located on the east bay of the north elevation of the original structure. 
There is evidence of a similar portico on the south elevation which existed 
prior to the present open porch. 

A west wing of two stories runs east-west of the main structure. It is 
composed of three bays with a chimney rising from the middle of the gabled 
roof. 

The cornice is held by brackets which appear to be a row of dentils. 
Three second floor double-hung windows rest in the south wall of this wing. 
A first floor double-hung window rests in the east bay of the south wall 
while another first floor double-hung window rests in a rectangular inset 
in this south wall. This may originally have been a large opening for a 
carriage or livestock which was later filled in exposing the 20" stone wall 
building construction. An interview with the last occupant of the house 
revealed no light on the subject. A similar large square recess is located 
on the north elevation suggesting perhaps a hall or passage of this width 
from one side of the house to the other. A north door is located in this 
inset. 

The west elevation of this west wing holds one second floor central 
window. The first floor wall is entirely open and has been used as a garage 
Five second floor double-hung six-over-six rectangular windows with flat 
wood lintels are inset into the north wall. 

A two bay two story hyphen connects this west wing to the original east 
wing. 

A rectangular door is located in the west bay of the south wall. A 
double-hung rectangular window originally containing six-over-six lites is 
located in the east bay of this wall with a similar 2nd floor window above it 

(continued) 



SIONIFlCANCe 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (chack One or Mora • • Appropriate) 

1 1 Pre-Columbian 

• 15th Contury D 17fh C»ntury 

18fh Cantury 

19th C»ntury 

] 20th C»ntury 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Appllcmbta and Known) 1858 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chack Ona or Mora as Approprlata) 

Abor iginol 

Prvhistoric 

Historic 

Agricultura 

Archltactur* 

Art 

Comm«rc« 

Communicotiont 

Cons«rvotion 

Education 

Enginaaring 

Industry 

Invention 

Landscop* 

Architactur* 

Ltt«ratur« 

Mi l i tary 

Music 

Po l i t i ca l 

R » l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

Sci«nc* 

Sculpture 

Socio l /Humon-

itorion 

Thootor 

Tronsportotion 

Urbon Planning 

Othor (Specify) 

Marshallee as a Howard County Landmark is significant to the nation for 
its connection to Charles Marshall and Robert E. Lee. Built in 1858 of 
local stone of pleasing scale and proportions it stands on the crest of a 
gently sloping hill west of 1-95. Presently owned by Marriott Corporation 
it standsempty and in the last year this lovely home, once comfortably 
liveable, has become a shambles of its former self, a veritable shell whose 
empty broken windows and shattered interior gives mute testimony to what 
occurs whenever an old house stands empty and unoccupied. Its hipped roof, 
north and south chimneys, as well as the brackets which hold and decorate 
the cornice offer a hint of its former grandeur and grace. Its interior 
comprised fourteen rooms and a large central hall where a family picture 
hung of Colonel Charles Marshall, previous owner and aide-de-camp and 
confidant to General Robert E. Lee. It depicted Marshall and Lee at 
Appomattox. During the years 1862-1865, Marshall served as Lee's personal 
Secretary and helped draw up the terms of surrender in April, 1865. He was 
the only member of Lee's Staff to be with him at Appomatox and was also 
responsible for drafting Lee's farewell address to the Army of Northern 
Virginia. 

A Virginian by birth, Marshall chose Baltimore for his law practice be­
fore and after the war. In 1866, Colonel Charles Marshall married Miss 
Rebecca Snowden, daughter of Colonel Thomas Snowden of "Montpelier". 

In 1876 Colonel Marshall purchased 252 acres in Howard County, the home 
of James C. Adams which was then known as "Lyndwood", built in 1858. The 
Marshal Is are said to be responsible for the construction of the back west 
wing to the place which they renamed "Markham". This was a family name 
through which Colonel Marshall traced a family tie to John Marshall, 
first Supreme Court Chief Justice. 

The immense parlor once contained a massive secretary which belonged to 
Colonel Marshall. A small "counting room" with outside entrance for 
paying farm hands was located west of the family room. It contained a 
built-in safe with thick stone walls, a brick floor and a heavy door 
swinging on great hinges and huge old brass key. A counting room was also 
located at Birmingham Manor, an ancestral home of Mrs. Marshall near Laurel 

The Marshalls remained loyal to the Confederacy. A cookbook for the 
Denefit of the Confederate Relief Bazaar of April, 1898 contained "Recipes 
Did and New Collected by Mrs. Charles Marshall". 

(continued) 
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10. CEOGRAPHfCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N O L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Dagrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • * 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T OF A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O • • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

121.755 Acres 

Please see Tax Map 37, Blk 11, P. 84 601-408; p. 82 (601-408) 

75.444 Acres & Imp 

Please see Tax Map 37, Blk 10, P. 81 601-403. 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME AND Tl T L E : 

Cleora Barnes Thompson, Archivist 
ORG ANI Z A T I O N 

Office of Planning and Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

3450 Court House Drive 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Ellicott City 
S T A T E 

Maryland 21043 

State Liaison Officer Review;. (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National State Local 

Signature 
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Marshal lee - Description (Continued) 

The second story west wing may wel l have been constructed at a l a t e r 
date than the f i r s t f l oo r . The t r i m and woodwork on the upstai rs doors 
and windows are of a l a te r per iod. 

I t may well be that a one story kitchen lay west of the house and beyond 
i t a shed or workroom which were l a t e r connected as a whole by the addi t ion 
o f a second f l oo r . 

The i n t e r i o r which has been completely gutted by vandals, contained 
fourteen rooms with a large central h a l l . The l i v i n g room was on the l e f t 
as you entered, the family room on the r i g h t . 

A small room, the "counting room" wi th a steel door vau l t , is located 
west of the family room. 

The connector was used as a b u t l e r ' s pantry and the o r ig ina l kitchen 
as a k i tchen. A l i t t l e shed and work room were located west of t h i s . 

O r i g i na l l y ' t he land was farmed wi th orchards on the property. 

The Gate Keeper's House or tenant house is located northeast of the 
main house not far from 1-95. A wooden s ign . Marshal lee Lane o f f Old 
Montgomery Road indicates the entrance to th is property. 

I t is a one and a ha l f story wood and stucco dwelling three bays wide 
and two bays deep with a gabled roof running north-south decorated wi th 
sc ro l l ed barge-boards which lend a picturesque e f fec t to an otherwise 
simple s t ruc tu re . 

The north and south elevations of the bui ld ing are i d e n t i c a l , holding 
two f i r s t f l o o r double-hung windows wi th shutters and s ix -over -s ix l i t e s 
and a s im i la r second f l oo r window centered into the A formed by the gabled 
roof . 

The west elevation comprises a central rectangular entrance door 
covered by a shed roof porch supported by two posts and f lanked by a 
double-hung rectangular window holding s ix -over -s ix l i t e s . 

The east wall holds a rectangular double-hung window wi th s ix -over -s ix 
l i t e s on each side of a small rectangular window. 

The entrance door is located in the south bay of this w a l l . A grey 
br ick chimney rises on the south side of the east wa l l . 

The bu i ld ing rests on a cinder block foundation which i n turn rests 
on an e a r l i e r stone foundation, most probably used for an e a r l i e r bu i ld ing . 
The foundation for an old barn is located north west of t h i s tenant house. 
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Marshallee - Significance (Continued) 

In 1902 Colonel Marshall died after many happy years of family life. A 
quiet pace back and forth across the width of his porch in the company of a 
favorite granddaughter gave Marshall great pleasure. Mrs. Marshall held 
"Markham" for some sixteen years. 

In 1939 Colonel and Mrs. Randolph Coyle took over Markham and renamed it 
Marshallee in honor of General Robert E. Lee and his aide-de-camp Colonel 
Charles Marshall. 

Nationally significant through its association with an important personage 
and national event, Marshallee also presents a pleasing architectural composite 
with unique interior features. It is most certainly of national register 
stature and steps should be taken to insure its preservation and secure its 
future. 
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