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H0-331 
The Oakland Mills Slave Quarters 
Columbia 
Private circa 1820 

The Oakland Mills Slave Quarters, reputed by some to be such, may well 
have been the original stone building on this tract of land. It faces 
west on the east side of Hyla Brook Road, just a few feet north of the 
building reputed by others to be the Old Oakland Manor. 

Originally, this building was a three bay wide, one room deep, one story 
high, gabled roof (running north-south) stone building, resting on a 
stone foundation, with wide stone chimneys inset into its east and west 
walls. Fine stone work is exemplified in its stretcher stone, flat 
arched lintels, and stone quoining. The west facade features a central, 
rectangular, four light open bible and cross paneled entrance door, 
flanked by fluted pilasters and surmounted by a wooden lintel, featur­
ing vertical flutes. A rectangular, double-hung window, holding six­
over-six lights, underlined by a header brick, projecting sill, sur­
mounted by stretcher stone, flat arched lintel , and decorated with 
shutters, rests on either side of the central entrance. 

To this original building was added a one bay wide, one bay deep, one 
story high, gabled roof (running north-south) stone addition, resting 

.-. on a stone foundation, along its south wall. At the same time, the 
stone chimney, inset into the south wall of the original building, was 
deepened to accommodate an additional fireplace on the addition's 
north wall. Later still, a one story high, three bay wide, one room 
deep, intersecting gable roof {running east-west) frame addition was con­
structed. 

This building, although thought of by some as the Oakland Manor Slave 
Quarters, may well have been one of, if not the oldest dwelling unit on 
this piece of property. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Oakland Mills Slave Quarters, reputed by some to be such, may well 
have been the original stone building on this tract of land. It faces 
west on the east side of Hyla Brook Road, just a few feet north of the 
building, reputed by others to be the Old Oakland Manor. 

Originally this building was a three bay wide, one room deep, one story 
high, gabled roof (running north-south) stone building, resting on a 
stone foundation, with wide stone chimneys inset into its east and west 
walls. Fine stone work is exemplified in its stretcher stone, flat arched 
lintels and stone quoining. The west facade features a central, rec­
tangular, four light, open bible and cross paneled entrance door, 
flanked by fluted pilasters and surmounted by a wooden lintel, featuring 
vertical flutes. A rectangular, double-hung window, holding six-over­
six lights, underlined by a header brick, projecting sill, decorated 
with shutters, rests on either side of the central entrance. 

To this original building was added a one bay wide, one bay deep, one 
story high, gabled roof (running north-south) stone addition, resting 

- on a stone foundation, along its south wall. At the same time the 
stone chimney, inset into the south wall of the original building, was 
deepened to accommodate an additional fireplace on the north wall of 
the addition. 

-

WEST FACADE 

Five stone steps, flanked by an iron railing, lead to the stone landing 
of the central entrance door, flanked by single, rectangular, double­
hung windows. A similar window is centered into the west wall of the 
addition. Beneath the south bay, first floor window on this elevation 
rests a six light basement window, surmounted by a stretcher stone, 
flat arched lintel. A rectangular basement entrance, surmounted by a 
flat wooden lintel and flat arched, stretcher stone lintel, rests be­
neath the north bay window. 

SOUTH ELEVATION 

The south elevation holds no apertures. 

NORTH ELEVATION 

The north elevation holds two small, rectangular, attic windows, which 
hold three lights. 

EAST ELEVATION 

Along the central and north bays of the east elevation of the original 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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stone house rests a three bay wide, one room deep, one story high, in­
tersecting gable roof (running east-west} frame (covered with asbestos 
shingles} addition,resting on a cinder block foundation. No apertures 
are placed in its south wall, but three rectangular, double-hung win­
dows, holding six-over-six lights restin the north elevation and one 
story high, hipped roof additions along both its east and south eleva­
tions. That on the east is a two bay deep, one room wide, one story 
high, hipped roof enclosed porch, resting on six, large, square, stone 
piles. Its south wall holds two rectangular, double-hung windows, 
holding one-over-one lights, while its north wall holds an east bay, 
double-hung window, holding one-over-one lights and a two light rec­
tangular entrance door in its west bay. Along its east wall runs a 
continuous row of five windows, similar to the north and south win­
dows. Seven wooden, open steps run up to a landing, flanked by a 
wooden railing, placed along the north wall of this addition and its 
entrance. 

That frame appendage constructed along the south wall of the frame 
addition and along the east wall of the original stone house is a two 
bay wide, one room deep, one story high, hipped roof, structure, whose 
east wall holds two rectangular, double-hung, one-over-one light win­
dows and whose south wall holds a similar single window. 

The east wall of the stone addition to the house holds a rectangular, 
first floor, double-hung window, holding six-over-six lights, under­
lined by a projecting, header brick sill and surmounted by a stretcher 
stone, flat arched lintel, decorated with shutters. A six light, 
horizontal rectangular, basement window is placed north of this win­
dow, surmounted by a similar, stretcher stone, flat arched lintel, 
but underlined by a wooden sill. 
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The Oakland Manor Slave Quarters may well have been the first residential 
building of any consequence on this tract of land, which later was used as a 
tenant house for Oakland Manor, the large mansion on the south side of 
the Governor Warfield Parkway or for the building just south of it, thought 
to perhaps be Old Oakland Manor. Several stone buildings of consequence 
are found on this piece of property, along with one which was completely 
demolished, located in the center of what is now known as the neighbor­
hood of Bryant Woods. 

In any case, this particular building features some exceptionally fine 
-- stone work, exemplified in its stone quoining, stretcher stone, flat 

arched lintels, and wide, stone chimneys, which are inset into its north 
and south walls. It is oriented to face east and west, with later ad­
ditions made on its east wall, which may hide the original front of the 
house. 

-

An early additional bay, in matching stone, extends south from the south 
wall. When this section was added, a widening of the stone chimney was 
made to provide a fireplace for this room. The west elevation of the 
house is particularly fine and reflects a former importance through its 
scale, proportion and use of stone as a building material,for in the 
early days most dwellings were of log. 

It is said that an underground passageway links this house to what some 
people claim to be the Old Oakland Manor, (while others claim it was 
used as a garrison and still others, as an early industrial building 
connected to the mill.) Whether this was used as just a passage, or as a 
root cellar, or for some other purpose is difficult to determine. 

Historically, the building is associated with Oakland Manor and Oakland 
Mills, the latter of which is buried beneath Route 29 southeast of 
this house. 

The building is a part of an architectural complex, which includes to 
the northwest the Old Blacksmith Shop, directly south, the large stone 
building, known as Old Oakland Manor and directly west, the old sheep 
barn, now used as a boat house for Columbia Association at Wilde Lake. 
At some distance southwest, a stone spring house is found, which served 
these three stone buildings. Today, each is a separate residence and 
when the Blacksmith Shop is sold, all will be under separate ownership, 
though only a step away from one another. 
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These three houses are located in the Birches, a neighborhood of 
single family dwelling units in the Village of Wilde Lake. Although 
surrounded on three sides by such development, they face west to 
Wilde Lake and its park area, creating a greater feeling of open 
space. 

The Oakland Manor Slave Quarters is important architecturally as a 
good example of early, Howard County stone architecture and histori­
cally is important for its association with Oakland Manor. For these 
reasons, this house, in conjunction with the two which flank it, 
should be placed on the National Register of Historic Places, The 
State Critical Areas Program and any local landmark ordinance, which 
the citizens of Howard County may seek to initiate, should its owners 
so desire. 
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