HO-329
Howard Lodge #101 Masonic Building

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 02-07-2013
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Section 3. Owner of Property

Ed Riemer
6295 Leafy Screen
Columbia, Maryland 21045

Section 4. Location of Legal Description

Howard County Courthouse
Ellicott City

Liber 6287, Folio 386

Tax Map 38, Parcel 763

Section 5. Primary Location of Additional Data

X Other Contributing building in the Elkridge Landing Historic Survey District, HO-784

Section 7. Description

Condition: Very good
Date: ca. 1835-1845

This fascinating building faces south on the north side of Main Street and is the
third building west of the intersection with Brumbaugh Street. The three story, five bay,
double pile brick building is built of 5:1 common bond and rests on a stone foundation.

A low pitched side gabled roof is pierced by four massive interior brick chimneys. Both
the front and rear facades have matching corbelled brick cornices and jack arches over all
window and door openings. The building is in the process of being renovated and is
currently for sale. As a part of this renovation, all of the original windows were
unfortunately removed and replaced with vinyl units with snap in muntins but the sizes of
the window openings were not altered. Three entrances are located on the first floor of
the front fagade, one in the central bay and one in each end bay. The door in the west end
bay may be an original paneled door with a four light transom. This door leads into a
narrow hall which contains the original stair running up to the third floor Masonic/
Temperance Hall. The doors in the central bay and the other end bay are glazed and
paneled and not original. Both have transoms and while the existing windows are not
original, both the door and transom openings are original. The second and third floor
windows are vertically aligned above the first floor openings and it is unusual that the
third floor window openings are larger (and were originally so) than the second floor
openings. A single story full width hipped roof front porch is not original to the building
and confuses the simplicity of the facade. The porch currently has a solid balustrade
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covered with white painted shingles and six half-size Doric style columns support the
standing seam metal roof.

The rear fagade of the building probably originally closely mirrored the front
fagade but sometime in the early 20" century a two story two bay frame addition was
made. The addition projects from what is approximately the middle of the eastern-most
two thirds of the building and rests on a rusticated concrete block foundation which
contains a substantial crawl space. There are two windows and two batten doors located
in the north fagade of the rusticated concrete block foundation. The fenestration of the
rear fagade of the brick part of the building was altered to accommodate the frame
addition as both window openings and their accompanying jack arches were shifted to
either side.

Both the east and west facades of the building are blank except for a fanlight
opening in the gable which currently contains a vent.

The arrangement of the four interior brick chimneys provides a clue to the interior
layout of the space. The two eastern most chimneys are located on the end wall, one on
either side of the ridge, but the two western most chimneys are located one bay in from
the end wall. This makes sense when we realize that the entire westem-most bay of the
building from the first to the third floor is taken up by the stair leading to the meeting
space. The other four bays are two two-bay wide, two story attached dwellings.

Access to the basement is via two batten doors in the north fagade of the
rusticated concrete block foundation on the rear of the building. The basement beneath
the frame addition is divided in half and has two separate access doors. Two openings
were made in the original back wall of the stone foundation, one on either side of the
dividing wall, to provide access to the basement space beneath the original building. This
space is also divided in half with an original stone partition wall, lending credence to the
theory that part of the building was originally a duplex. It is also interesting to note that
there is no access, nor apparently any useable space, below the westernmost bay of the
building (that which contains the stair to the third floor). Floor joists visible in the
basement are large sash sawn oak timbers. Visible floor boards above are also sash sawn.
No structural nails are found in the basement. The framing for the hearths is done with
pegged mortise and tenon joints.

As noted above, the west door on the front fagade leads to a stair which climbs to
the third floor meeting space. The other two doors originally led to two separate dwelling
units. Each unit was one room wide, two rooms deep and two stories high. The two
story frame addition on the rear of the building was also originally divided in half, but
during the current renovation the partition wall on the first floor of the frame addition
was removed making one big modern kitchen, and creating one house from two separate
units. The partition wall in the original portion of the building was not altered. The two
original stairs are still in place located side by side on either side of the partition wall in
what was the northeast and northwest corners of the units. The balustrade on both stairs
has been altered; in the middle unit there is a large square boxy newel post stylistically
dated to the early twentieth century, probably when the frame addition was made. The
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stair in the middle unit does have scroll decoration on the stair ends that may be original,
and there is no reason to believe that the staircases themselves are not original. The other
stair in the east end unit is currently lacking a balustrade and newel post, but the back of
the stair has been opened up during the current renovation revealing that the boards are
all sash sawn and the stair is constructed with machine headed cut nails.

On both the first and second floors of both units, a replacement wood floor (1 %"
boards) has been laid on top of the original floorboards. Quite a bit of original trim
remains in both units, including wooden baseboard with an ogee curve and plain window
and door surrounds with small upper corner plinths on the first floor. Two original first
floor back door openings in what was the original rear wall now lead into the big kitchen.
The doors are gone but the original heavy beaded trim remains. In what is now the large
kitchen, the plaster was removed from what was originally the exterior of the brick
building revealing a window opening in between the two doors. The brickwork indicates
that the opening was laid up during construction of the building and it does have a jack
arch. However, the window appears to be located at exactly the point where the partition
wall divides the two dwelling units so that half of the window would open into one unit
while the other half opened into the other. The opening is uncased and not visible from
inside the stairwells. It looks like it has been bricked up from inside the house so that
looking at it from the outside of the original building, the brick filler is set back from the
face of the wall one brick’s width. Neither the brick nor the mortar used to fill the
opening looks different from that used in the surrounding wall leading to the speculation
that that window opening was either closed very early or was never actually a window.

One original mantle remains in the house, though it has been altered during the
current renovation. It is located in the first floor rear room in the middle unit and is a
classic, simple Greek Revival wood mantle with bottom corner plinths, flat pilasters and
frieze, and molded cornice. During the current renovation, reeded boards were added on
either side of the original pilasters and a curved over mantle was added above the mantle
shelf.

On the second floor, the floor plan in the middle unit remains original, with the
exception of the frame addition on the back that is now a bathroom. The stair rises to a
very small landing off of which are two doors leading into the front and rear rooms. The
door trim on the second floor is simply beaded with no corner blocks. The doors appear
to be the original board and batten doors. A door has been cut in the partition wall at the
landing to connect the once separate units. A hall has also been created in the east end
unit by pushing the west wall of the rear room to the east and opening up the stair case.
The hall leads to another bathroom in that half of the frame addition. All four original
rooms have fireplaces though no original mantles remain. There is no access from the
second floor of the dwelling units to the third floor.

The stair to the third floor is located in the west bay of the building and is an
excellent example of an early Greek Revival stair with a graceful turned newel post and
ramped handrail. The balusters are square and arranged two to a tread. The open stringer
has no stair end decoration. A closet, accessed from the rear room of the middle dwelling
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unit was built into the stair hall alongside the stair. The closet is constructed of circular
sawn wood and is not finished on the side visible from the stair hall and is therefore a
later addition. The stair rises to a landing on the second floor then tumns and climbs to the
third floor, where several narrow halls and vestibules are located along the western edge
while the rest of the space is one large room. The stair ascends to a small landing with
two doors off of it. One door leads into a small vestibule located in the southwestern
comer of the floor. This door, as well as another door that leads from the vestibule into
the main space, has a small hole cut in the middle of the door slightly below eye level.
On the exterior of both of these doors there were originally speaking tubes. Both are now
broken off. The other door off the stair landing leads into a very narrow hall that was
constructed by putting a wall along the edge of the stair well. This narrow hall is not
original — the wood in the wall along the stair well is circular sawn and the trim on the
door does not match the other doors. The hall leads to another door into another small
vestibule in the northwestern corner of the floor. This door and vestibule are original and
the door even has its original lock which bears the imprint “No. 60 Improved Rim Lock.”
From the vestibule, another door leads into the main space. Two identical diases, each
three steps high and a half circle in shape, are located at the east and west ends of the
room. The diases are flanked on either side by the chimney stacks, although there are no
holes to indicate that stoves were used to heat the space and vented into the chimneys.
There is a closed hole for a stove flue in the southwestern entry vestibule. On the east
end of the room, shallow closets are located in the north and south corners of the room
but these are not original. There is a large circular hole in the center of the ceiling of the
room and according to the current owner, this was originally access to a cupola on the
roof. The ceiling was drywalled during the current renovation as a result of failing
plaster on the ceiling, but the owner retained the flattened arch form that was apparently
original. During the current renovation, the plaster on the south and north walls was
removed to expose the brick. Most of the original trim is still in place, however,
including a very plain flat wood baseboard and plain Greek Revival window and door
trim with flat surrounds and small square corner plinths in the upper corners. All of the
doors in this space, with the exception of the one already mentioned, are original with
four flat panels painted green and the rails and stiles painted brown. All original doors
are hung with five knuckle cast iron butt hinges. Some doors have original locks; others
have been replaced.

There are no outbuildings on the property but there is a large rectangular
depression located behind the building that indicates there used to be a building there.
The owner also reports that he allowed someone to come out and dig up the privy or
privies behind the house to search for bottles.

All the physical evidence points to a construction date between 1835 and 1845.
The 5:1 common bond, corbelled brick cornice, sash sawn wood, full machine made cut
nails, surviving Greek Revival trim, and cast iron hinges all indicate construction during
that ten year period. It also seems very probable that the building was originally
constructed as a Temperance Hall with two dwelling units on the first and second floors.
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One source states that the building was constructed for and by the Triumphant Division
#38 of the Sons of Temperance.l The original inventory form indicates that the men of
Elkridge Landing met in the already standing Temperance Hall in 1854 to form the
Howard Lodge of the Masonic society. The Masons supposedly continued to meet in the
Hall until they left the building for a newly constructed lodge on Levering Avenue in
1904.

Section 11. Form Prepared by

Kristin H. Hill, Architectural Historian

Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning
3430 Court House Drive

Ellicott City, MD 21043

410-313-4335

May 2003

' Helen Voris, Elkridge: Where it All Began (Elkridge, 2000), 48.
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HO-329

The Howard Lodge # 101 Masonic Building

Elkridge

Private circa 1815

This home of the Baumann family was used as a Masonic Hall from
Circa 1854 to August 1904, when the Howard Lodge # 101 laid the
cornerstone for their new frame lodge on the east side of Levering Street.

The building faces south on the north side of Main Street, two
building's west of its intersection with Brumbaugh Street.

It is a five bay wide, two room deep, three story high, gabled
roof (running east-west) brick (laid in English garden wall brick bond)
building with wide brick chimneys inset into the north and south sides of
its east and west walls, which hold no apertures orther than an
interesting attic fan light vent, decorated with a header brick, arched
lintel.

Fenestration on the south elevation is vertically aligned, rectangular,
and double-hung, holding one-over-one lights in the two east bays and
six-over-six lights in the remainder of the house. They are decorated with
stretcher brick flat arched lintels. Rectangular entrances, surmounted
originally by four light transame are located in the central and end bays,
that on the west is an exceptionally fine open bible and cross paneled
door, which enters a staircase leading to the third floor, Masonic Hall,
while the remaining entrances lead into two separate dwelling units.

A hipped roof, open porch, encased by a three foot wooden perimeter
runs along this entire south elevation, while a one story high, semi-enclosed
open porch runs along the entire north elevation. Its end bays hold open
porches, while its central three bays have been enclosed and a second
floor, gabled roof (running north-south) frame additon constructed.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Howard Lodge # 101 Masonic Building faces south on the north side of
Main' Stret, Elkridge, the third building west of the northwest corner of the intersection
of Brumbaugh and Main Streets.

It is a five bay wide, two roam deep, three story high, low pitched gable
roof (running east-west) brick (laid in English garden wall brick bond) building,
resting on a stone foundation with low, wide brick chimneys inset into the north and south
sides of its east and west walls, which hold no apertures other than a fan light, attic
vent, decorated with a header brick arched lintel.

Fenestration for the building, which occurs on the north and south elevations only,
is vertically aligned, rectangular and double-hung, holding six-over-six lights in
its central, west and second west bays (many of which appear original to the building)
and one-over-one lichts in the east and second east bays of the building.

A four-over-four light first floor window, is placed in the second west bay of the
building's south elevation.

All the windows are decorated with stretcher brick, flat arched lintels, and
flat wooden sills.

A cornice composed of two corbeled, header brick courses decorates the roof
line on the south elevation which does not feature provortionally scaled windows
for the second floor windows are smaller in scale than the third floor windows,

while the first floor windows, as they should be, are larger in scale than both.

It is difficult to conceive why this occurs - an explanation may be that the third
floor holds the Masonic Hall and greater light was desired on this floor.

A one story high, tin, hippéd roof, open porch runs along this entire south
wall, supported by six wooden posts, around whose perimeter runs a three feet high
wooden enclosure.

The south elevation holds three first floor rectangular entrances. That in the
west bay is the original open bible and cross paneled entrance, surmounted by a
four licght transom, flanked by flat pilasters, which leads to a staircase going to the
third floor Masonic Hall which features an old lecturn. The central bay entrance
is a fifteen light entrance door, surmounted by a one light transom, flanked by flat
pilasters, while the east bay entrance is a cross paneled door with four light fan light,
whose transom has been blocked in.

. CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The fenestration of the north elevation has been altered somewhat to
accammodate a one story high, central, overhanging, shed roofed enclosure,
resting on a stone foundation with staircases composed of eight wooden stairs on a
cement landing on the east and seven wooden stairs on the west respectively,
flanked by wooden railings, leading up to shed roofed, open porches, created
by the overhang of the roof. Rising from the center of the shed roof is a one story
high, gabled roof (rumning north-south) frame addition. The north elevation
may be described thusly: the foundation holds two three light cellar
central windows, flanked by batten wood doors; the first floor enclosure holds
two rectangular windows, one-over-one on the east, six-over-six on the west.
The second floor addition holds two rectangular north windows; that in the east
bay holds one-over-one lights; that in the west bay six-ower-six. The east
and west walls of the shed roofed addition hold back entrances. The east
side frame appendage has been covered by aluminum siding, while the west
side remains shingled. The second floor windows have been moved east and west on the
north elevation of the brick building so that two ozcur on the east and three on
the west.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Howard Lodge # 101 Masonic Building is significant to Howard County and :the
State of Maryland historically for its use as a Masonic Hall in the second half of the
nineteenth century and architecturally as a fine example of Marvland's federal brick
architecture.

Historically, the building is most noteworthy as a Temperance Hall, where the
men of Elkridge Landing assembled on December 20, 1854 for the purpose of forming
a new Masonic Lodge at Elkridge. They were the following men: John Y. Worthington,
the Master of the Lodge, Joshua Mc Cauley, George Pocock, Stephen Bryan; Daniel Smith,
Thomas Newton, and F. M. Smith. All were charter menbers except Mr. Bryan. Those
not present were the Revererd S. W. Berry and Jesse M. Lowe. The Lodge was formed
. and 1e@ an active role in the life of the commnity. An example of such activitiy
oocured on September 12, 1855 when they laid the cornerstone of the new M.% Church in
the village. Howard Lodge # 101 met here in Temperance Hall on the third floor until
August 1904. Initially the name was to have been Union Branch Lodge but they
decided to honor the county, naming it Howard Lodge # 101 prior to cbtaining the
charter.

In the year 1904 a new 60' x 40', two story hich, frame building on the
cast side of Levering Street was constructed. It featured steam heat and electric
lichts and cost $4,000. The cornerstone was laid with an impressive ceremony and
fan fare, with Masons from Baltimore coming down on the B & O train from Camden Station.

Architecturally the building is noteworthy as an exanple of a large, five bay
wide, two room deep, three story high brick building. Most construction during this
period was not douwble pile, that is to say a depth of two rooms, but a single room
deep with a central mantle piece and central chimney. ns one of the few examples
featuring such dowble pile oraanization, as well as the stylistic detail in its
fan lights and brick lintels, the Howard Lodge # 101 Masonic Building is quite
unique for Howard County and the State of Maryland. As such it should, in
conjunction with the rest of the Main Street, Elkridge area, be placed on the National
Register of Historic Sites.

.CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Interview with Mr. William J. Bauman, Jr.
. at his home on December 5, 1978

Howard County Land Records
Interview with Jane Phillips, Secretary to the Masonic Temple,The Grand Lodge A.P. and A.M.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY pf Maryland
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __1_lot and improvements

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 38

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber _164 Folio241

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland COUNTY Howard

STATE COUNTY
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Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist
ORGANIZATION DATE

Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257
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CITY OR TOWN STATE

E1licott City Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code oZ Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
. (301) 267-1438
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