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Warfield's Range Log Cabin, site (Phelps Log Cabin) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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H0-265 
LOG CABIN ON GORMAN ROAD 
Laurel 
Private 

circa 1703 

This old cabin is located on the northern most survey of Warfield's Range, 
a 150 acre tract of land give to Rachel Warfield Yates and her husband by 
her father, Richard Warfield in 1703. It is located several feet north of 
the Phelp's residence, H0-266, and may have been built as early as 1696 
when Richard and John Warfield laid out Warfield's Range. 

The log cabin is constructed in two parts. 

The original cabin is a single-room-and-overhead-loft structure, 
built of logs filled in with flat slate, facing east with gabled roof 
(running north-south) and wide exterior stone chimney centered on its north 
wall, providing a large cooking fireplace with original crane. The interior 
features 14" wide plank loft flooring, held and supported by log beams. 

A single-room-and-overhead-loft has been added on the north wall, 
also constructed of log and filled in with flat stones. The interior of 
this section indicates a later date of construction, circa 1845, when owned 
by Dr. Thomas C. Worthington, featuring wide, random width floors supported 
by hand hewn beams. 



-

H0-265 
District 6 

MARYLANO HISTORICAL TRUST 
l4-c2..<P~-S-) 0 4 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Warfield's Range/"Pilla Terra"/Dr. Thomas Chew Worthington's homeste!id 

ANO/OR COMMON 
Log Cabin on Gorman Road 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 10504 Gonnan Road 
CITY.rowN Laurel 

VICINITY OF 

STATE Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
..Xo1STRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILOING(S) _PRIVATE X..UNOCCUPIEO 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X..YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRIGTEO 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Ms Janet W. Phelps 
STREET & NUMBER 

Twin Cedars 10504 Gorman Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Laure 1 _ VICINITY OF 

11LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF oEEos.ETc. Ha 11 of Records 
STREET & NUMBER 

Howard County Court House 
CITY. TOWN 

Ellicott City 
13REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

Howard County Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 

(Now on Hunters Way) 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6th 
COUNTY 

Howard 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

A
-:rMILITARY t .X.oTtfER Uno<;cupi ed 
~~1acent _a private residence 

Home: 725-0737 
Telephone #: Work 344-2222 (USDA_ ,j 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 20810 

Liber #: 706 
Folio #: 340 
Tax Maps 41 and 42, p. 80 

STATE 

Maryland 

1977 _FEDERAL MTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

21 State Circle, Annapolis Maryland 



~DESCRIPTION 
H0-265 
District 6 

-· 

CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

CONDITION 

X.0ETERIORATEC 

-RUINS 

-UNALTERED 

bLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoRtGrNAL s1rE 

-M0\1£0 DAT~--

-FAIFt -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Due north of the Phelp's residence is a log cabin composed of two 
; sections and having a single gable roof running north-south. 

The original section is the southern half of the log cabin with a south 
rectangular entrance door west of center and a four1ig,t rectangular window 
above. Two nine light first floor windows rest in the east wall with a six 

light second floor window above in the north bay of this section. Its west 
wall holds a rectangular four light open window with smaller second floor 
windows above. A large exterior stone chimney is centered on the north wall 
of this section with rectangular.north entrance in the west bay. Extremely 
wide wooden planks are supported by hand hewn logs indicating early con­
struction and probably antedating the oldest section of the Phelp's 
Residence. 

Its north wall holds a rectangular window, set into its first floor ! 
and a fourl1ght attic window. Its west wall holds a rectangular entrance I 
in the north bay and a rectangular first floor opening in its south bay '! 

which also holds a six light second floor window. Floors of the loft in this 
section have narrower planks and hand hewn supporting beams of a later 
period than those in the southern half of the cabin. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



~ SIGNIFICAi~CE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLU<iY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-1400-1499 XARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW 

-1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE --ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-1600·1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

X 1700-1 799 -ART --ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICSIGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

H0-265 
District 6 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

An examination of the interior of this interesting log house would date the 
original structure between the years 1696 and 1710. It has the identifying marks 
of a once substantial settler's log cabin. Its general appearance suggests that 
it was a single-room-and-overhead-loft structure. Similar structures were erected 
by early settlers when laying claim to uninhabited or unclaimed land. Due to 
historical facts uncovered and presented under the significance statement of the 
Phelp's Residence, H0-266, it is believed that the original section of this log 
house was constructed circa 1703 or even earlier circa 1696 and that the Phelp's 
residence's original and present kitchen section stems from the date of circa 1709 
when John Warfield (of John) and his wife Rachel acquired the property. !'--· 

This log house along with the Phelp's Residence H0-266, stands on the most 
northern survey of Warfield's Range, laid out in 1696 by Richard and John Warfield 
and comprising 1,696 acres of land. 

In his will of 1703, Richard Warfield left 150 acres of land, part of 
"Warfield's Range", to his daughter, Rachel Yates. 

This 150 acre tract is the same tract of land which Dr. Thomas Chew 
Worthington bought in 1845. The deed describes the property as consisting of 

Part of a tract called "Broken Land", part of a tract called, Worthing­
tons Addition" and part of or the entire tract called "Long and Narrow," 
lying and being in Howard District of Anne Arundel County which included 
147 acres. It also comprised the tract of land known as "Piila Terra" 
patented to William Sellman. Originally this tract comprised 23 acres 
but was found by a subsequent survey to contain only six acres and 90 
sq. perches, "together with all and singular the buildings, improvements, 
ways, waters, water courses etc. A William Sellman born, 1689, is noted 
in Mr. Stein's book on Howard County. 

In 1709, after her death, her husband George Yates, sold it to John Warfield (of 
John). 

The log cabin standing on the property was most certainly constructed in the time 0~ 
and George Yates to hold the tract of land owned by them from 1703 to 1709, since they 
are said to have settled at Yates Contrivance, a tract of 400 acres-at Elkridge. 
George Yates, Jr. (1674-1717) survived Rachel by only eight years, dying at the rela­
tively young age of 43. 

It is also probable that the cabin might date from as early as 1696 when 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Log Cabin, Gorman Road 
Sig. Statement 
Page 2 of 2 

tJ r, C '\O- (). r_J) 

Warfield's Range was patented, and that the original part of the frame house, consisting 
of the presnt kitchen, was built between the years, 1703-1709 by a tenant farmer 
when Rachel and George Yates owned the land. No dates, on examing the building, were 
in evidence so that this is. pure conjecture. 

The frame addition on the south wall of the original and present kitchen was 
very early, circa 1709, and probably constructed by John Warfield and hiswife Rachel. 

In 1845, when Dr. Thomas Worthingon acqui~ed the property, the northern ad­
dition to the cabin was added for it has hand hewn supporting beams for the upstairs 
loft, rather than logs and the planks of the loft are .randam width but almost half the 
width of the extremely wide planks used for the loft flooring on the south side of 
the existing cabin. 

The wide cooking fire place with original crane is set into the north wall of 
the original log cabin section with an east door, very co1IlIIIOn practice in early days. 

For these reasons, this log cabin along with the Phelps residence should be 
considered for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places, any future landmark 
legislation and the Critical Areas State Planning Program. 

The property includes two huge "bicentennial" oak trees with markers, west of the 
log cabin as well as a barn put together with wooden begs. A large corn field lies 
east of the house, while an old glass dump is located in the woods between the house 
and the Middle Patuxent River. Anold bridge goes over this river. In addition Indian 
mounds lie due north of the property. Please see significance statement for Ho-266 for 
further information. 

·----- - ·-·---------
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maMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

H0-265 
District 6 

1. Warfield, J.D. Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard 
1973, pp 366, 399, 388, 365. 

Counties, Maryl and. ' ' Baltiroore, ! 
2. Interview with Mrs. Harwood Owings, Sr. 
3. ~tein, C.F. Origins and History of Howard County, 

pp. 309, 310. 
Marrand .. Baltiroore, 1972 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 7 • 90 7 

Please see Attachment 1 
Tax Maps 41 and 42, p. 80 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Attachment 1, 
Tax Maps 41 and 42, p. 80 

' 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE · COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3450 Court House Drive 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ellicott City Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory wa~ officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights •. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
A~n2po1 i~, !~~1:::-:/l·J!"ld 21401 
(301.) 267-1438 
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