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Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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The three story high, frame, mansard roofed, Gorman House, called 
Fairview, is an outstanding exam pie of the Queen Anne style in 
American architecture which is represented by irregularity of plan 
and massing. Window panes are variated, holding small panes in 
their upper parts only. Bay windows are employed. Roofs are high 
and multiple with intersecting gabled roof bay windows springing 
from the west and north walls of the main structure with multiple 
dormer windows covered by gabled, jerkin, tent and A roofs. A large 
central porch gable on the south facade as well as tall, brick, 
corbeled edge chimneys contribute much to the over all effect. 

Once a part of Warfield's Range laid out in 1686 by Richard and John 
Warfield, comprising over 1000 acres, this portion of 500 acres, 
passed from the Warfield family to the Burgess family. Dr. Charles 
Griffith Worthington acquired it and called it Fairview. He later 
sold it to Peter Gorman, father of Senator Ar thur Pue Gorman. It 
was Senator Gorman who constructed the present house in 1885, de­
signed by Goit. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fairview is located on a tract of some eighty acres on the north 
side of Gorman Road, some 2 miles east of U.S. Route 29. South of the 
house is a complex of barns and auxiliary farm buildings which was 
the original homestead of Peter Gorman. Fairview is a six bay wide, 
four bay deep, three story high frame house, built by Goit in 1885, 
set on a stone foundation, with Central Mansard roof. 

Tall brick Chimneys with corbeled edges are located on the 
north and south sides of the east and west walls. West Elevation: A 
projecting, three story high, intersecting gabled roof ( running 
east-west), bay extends from the center of its west wall. Its third 
floor, double-hung, double window is inset into the A formed by the 
gable, each rectangular component holding sixteen - over - one lights. 
The bay window formed at the end of this projection holds a first 
and second floor rectangular window on each of its three sides with 
one - over - one lights. A one story high porte cochere whose double 
doric columns support its tent roof and rest on stone pil es extends 
from the second south bay and is connected to the house by a gabled 
roof connector. A three bay wide, two bay deep intersecting gabled 
roof crunning north- south) seivice wing extends from the north wall 
of the house. It's west wall holds two gabled roof dorner windows 
holding rectangular, double-hung windows with sixteen over-two lights. 
Its north elevation holds a third floor tripartite rectangular, double-
hung window inset into the A of the gable. Each component holds 
sixteen-over-one lights. Its second floor holds three rectangular, 
double-hung windows with one-over-one lights and one small rectangular 
window in the second east bay holding twelve-over-one lights. Five 
wooden steps lead to a one story high open porch running along the 
north elevation, which is supported by stone piles. Four columns 
and two pilasters support the roof which covers the rectangular 
entrance in the west bay, surmounted by a one light transom. 

On the east wall of this section of the house was once an open 
first and second floor porch with third floor balcony. The first 
floor porch remains partially opened while the second floor porch has 
been enclosed. . 

The east side of the north wall of the main house (Mansard roof 
structure) hslds a central gabled roof dormer with rectangular 
entrance on to the once once open porch. A jerkin roofed dormer lies 
east of it and holds a rectangular, double-hung window with sixteen-
over-two lights. Three A framed gables holding triangular .three light 
windows, are set into the top of the mansard roofs north elevation. 

DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

UNALTERED _ORIGrNAL SITE 
ALTERED _MOVED DATE_ 

—EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

—FAIR 

_DETERlORAT£D 

_ R U I N S 

..UNEXPOSED 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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EAST ELEVATION 

Two tall brick chimneys are inset into the east wall of the main 
house. A second floor projecting oriel, window holds two rect­
angular, double-hung leaden paned windows. The base of the oriel 
is shingled. Two tent roofed dormer windows holding rectangular 
double-hung windows with sixteen-over-two lights areinset into the 
mansard roof, south of the oriel window. 

SOUTH ELEVATION 

The south or front facade of Fairview holds a tent roofed 
polygonal turret in the east bay of the south wall. The central bay 
of the turret holds a tall, rectangular window with twenty-four-over 
two lights, while squat, rectangular windows lie on each side of it, 
holding sixteen-over-two lights. 

A jerkinhead roofed dormer window rests in the west bay holding sixteen-
over-two lights. A large oriel window on the second floor holds 
three rectangular windows with one-over-one lights. A double window 
is inset into a gabled roof dorner holding sixteen-over-one lights. 

A second floor open porch is located in the central bay with two 
rectangular entrances surmounted by one light transoms. Ten doi.Lc 
columns support its shed roof. The central first floor bay holds a 
central rectangular doorway, surmounted by a one light transom and 
flanked by rectangular, double-hung windows with one-over-one lights. 
This central bay projects outward on the west and remains flush on 
the east. In addition, the one story, hipped roofed, open porch 
which runs along the east, west and south walls of the house also 
follows this pattern of irregularity on its south elevation. It is 
supported at intervals bŷ  coupled doiic columns which increase to 
three at the corners of the porch. Six wooden steps lead to this 
hipped roofed porch which has a central gabled roof (running north-
south) pediment over the central bay entrance way. 

Interior doorways in the house have one light transoms above 
for air and light. 

The total irregularity of the plan and massing of this house 
at every elevation is representative of the Queene Anne Style of 
architecture begun in England in 1868, and initiated in 1874 by 
H.H. Richardson in Newport, R.I. with The Watts Sherman House. The 
bay windows, oriele window , dorner windows, various paned windows 
as well as the mansard roof with predominant A roofed dorners all are 
representative of this style. The large central porch gable on the 
south facade as well as the tall brick corbeled edge chimneys contri­
bute much to the over-all effect. 

The house is set within a grove of mature trees and shrubbery. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Warfied's Range was laid out in 1686 by Richard and John Warfield. 
and comprised 1080 acres. 

Circa 1760 The Anne Anndel County Debt book indicates Samuel Warfield 
holding 1130 acres at Warfields Range. 

The daughters of Alexander and Thompsey Worthington Warfield married 
brothers, Caleb and West Burgess, both involved in the Revolution. Their 
children held a portion of "Warfields Range." Dr Charles Griffith 
Worthington bought this portion o£ "Warfields Range" from Samuel Burgess 
and Leonard Sellman. Peter Gorman^father of Senator A.P. Gorman bought 
the old homestead of Dr. Charles Griffith Worthington called Fairview, 
Comprising, 500 acres of Warf ields-'Range, and moved from Woodstock to this 
location. 

His father, John Gorman was born in Northern Ireland. He married Miss 
McDonald als o of the North of Ireland. They first settled in Harrisburg 
but later moved to Baltimore where their son Peter, father of Senator 
Arthur Pue Gorman, was born. 

Peter Gorman became the contract or and builder of the first section 
of the B & 0 Railroad from Ellicott MUls to Woodstock. While at Woodstock 
he met and married Miss Elizabeth Browne, daughter of John Riggs Browne 
of "Good Fellowship." 

Sarah Gassaway was Elizabeth's mother and the daughter of Brice John 
Gassaway and Dinah Warfield, a sister of Major Charles Alexander Warfield. 

Senator Arthur Pue Gorman, their Son was born at Woodstock in 1839 
and later moved with the family to Fairview. 

Fairview is located five miles northwest of Laurel upon a ridge which 
commands an extensive view. 

The present building stands upon the same site as the original house, 
constructed by Arthur Pue Gorman after the War Between the States, and 
burned sometime before 1885. This house dates circa 1885. 

Three hundred yards South is the homestead of Peter and Elizabeth Brown 
Gorman. Only the barns remain with the stone foundation of the house. 

Peter Gorman was actively engaged in politics and was one of Stephen 
Douglas'strongest supporters for the Presidency in 1860. When the Civil 

r came, he supported the Union. During that war he traveled south on 
private business and was captured and confined in Libby Prison. He died 
shortly after his release. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Through the friendship of his father, Peter with Senator 
Douglas, Arthur Pue Gorman was made a page in the Senate, and 
became a favorite with all who knew him. When the Civil War 
brought a Republican Majority, this popularity secured his re­
tention as page and eventually his promotion to postmaster. 

When the question of the impreachment of Andrew Johnson came 
up, Arthur Pue Gorman was actively opposed and lost his position 
because of it. 

He later was appointed Collector of Internal Revenue for the 
fifth District through the efforts of Montgomery Blair, Beverly 
Johnson and Thomas A. Hendricks. The accounts of the fifth District 
had never been settled satisfactorily. Mr. Gorman corrected this. 

In 1869, aged 30, he was elected to the Maryland House of 
DelegatES and returned in 1872 serving as Speaker. He left his 
chair to advocate $150,000 appropriation for the education of 
black Americans. 

Three years later he was elected to the Maryland Senate. 
During this time he was also appointed a member o£ the Board o£ 
Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company. When Pre­
sidents of the Company he made it return over one million dollars, 
more than double the amount it had returned twenty years. 

In 187 7 he became Chairman of the State Central Committee 
and in 1882 was elected to the United States Senate. 

He was a close friend of President Grover Cleveland and during 
Cleveland's second campaign for the presidency was chosen to be 
his campaign Manager. His management of the campaign in New York 
was out standing. He telegraphed to the World. "Cleveland..is 
elected and will be inaugurated." 

At 28 he married Mrs. Hannah Donagan Swartz of Reading, Penn­
sylvania. They had six children. Their only son. Colonel Arthur 
Pue Gorman, Jr. was an attorney and State Senator from Howard 
County. His wife Grace until 1977 lived in the present house which 
is now occupied by Kingdon Gould 111. 

The Gorman House is an outstanding example of the the Queen 
Anne Style in American architecture which is represented by ir­
regularity of plan and massing. Windows are variated in form and 
hold small panes in their upper parts only. Bay windows are 
employed and roofs are high and multiple, while a polygonal turret 
is featured, in the central bay of the south or front facade. 

The history of the Queen Anne style began in 1868 with a house 
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in Sussex call Leyswood, designed by Ricahrd Norman Shaw. H.H. 
Richardson was the first great American architect to work on 
this style in The Sherman House at Newport (1874). For these 
reasons the Gorman House should be considered for inclusion to 
the National Register of Historic Places, and any future land 
marks legislation which the county initiates. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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(301) 267-1438 
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