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William Johnson Estate House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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H0-134 
The William Johnson House 
Ellicott City 

-:ivate 

circa 1880 

The William Johnson House faces west on the east side of Manor 
Lane. 

It is a three bay wide, one bay deep, two story high, gabled 
roof (running north-south) frame (covered with asbestos shingles) 
house, resting on a stone foundation, with a two bay wide, one bay 
deep, two story high, intersecting gable roof (running east-west) 
frame (covered with asbestos shingles) service wing, resting on a 
stone foundation, constructed on the north side of the main build­
ing block's east wall, creating an "L" plan. 

The wide central brick chimney is usually associated with early 
buildings. No building, however, is noted here on the Martennet Map 
of 1860 or The Hopkin's Atlas of 1878. As a dependency of Doughoregan 
Manor, the building may well have been omitted and so be of earlier 
vintage than noted. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The William Johnson House faces west on the east side of Manor 
Lane. 

It is a three bay wide, one bay deep, two story high, gabled 
roof (running north-south) frame (covered with asbestos shingles) 
house, resting on a stone foundation with a very wide central brick 
chimney, and a two bay wide, one bay deep, two story high, intersec­
ting gable roof (running east-west) frame (covered with asbestos 
shingles) service wing, resting on a stone foundation, constructed 
on the north side of the main building block's east wall, creating 
an "L" plan. A one story high, hipped roof, open porch runs along 
the east wall of the main building block. 

WEST FACADE 

The west facade features a rectangular central entrance covered 
by a gabled roof portico, flanked by a double-window, each component 
a rectangular, double-hung window, holding two-over-two lights. Two 
gabled roof, dormer windows at this elevation hold rectangular, double­
hung windows with two-over-two lights. The wide central, brick chimney 
completes the building profile and may indicate an early construction 
date. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The William Johnson House stands on land, once a part of Dough­
oregan Manor on the east side of Manor Lane, but is noted on neither 
the'Hopkin's Atlas of 1878 nor the Martennet Map of 1860. As a depen­
dency of the Manor however, it may have been omitted and so be of 
earlier vintage than indicated. 

Architecturally, it is noteworthy for its wide central brick 
chimney, which often indicates an early building date. 

The William Johnson House is also important to Howard County and 
the State of Maryland as representative of Howard County, one story 
high, vernacular frame architecture, with the roof raised at a later 
time and dormers added to create more workable space. Such buildings, 
often first constructed in an "I" plan, with later additions, creat­
ing "L" and "T" plans,are important to record as a part of a compen­
dium of Howard County architectural history. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



--

-

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records of Howard County, Maryland 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 112.61 acres 

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 29 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 143 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

- RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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The William Johnson House 
Tax Map 29 
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