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Lebanon (Reece-Silver House, Seven Springs Farm)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Jeremiah P. Silver House; Lebanon 1853-57
337 Fox Road

Havre de Grace vicinity

Private

The Jeremiah P. Silver House or '"Lebanon" is a fine example of
mid-19th century stonemasonry and is one of a group of stone
houses built by the Silver family during the 1850's, all of which
display the high quality workmanship and well-planned agricultural
complexes which characterized the Silver farms.
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Jeremiah P. Silver House; Lebanon

The following corrections were supplied by Mrs. William B. Reese on March 18, 1983:

4.

William S. Reese; Catherine R. Huber; Barbara R. Currie (joint owners)
(note correct spelling of Reese)
William S. Reese address: 409 Temple St., New Haven, CT 06512

The roof was originally slate, but is now asphalt shingles.

The datestone reads "1853", the starting date of the house.

The frame addition has wood siding.

The corn crib or corn house still exists, standing about 150 feet east of the
house. It is a two story structure and has a shed addition on one side and a
garage on the other.

Mrs. Reese refered to a perpetual calendar while checking the dates mentioned in
Jeremiah Silver's diaries. The plasterers began work on the house on 26 June 1854.
The family moved into the new house in April 1855. The survey for the railroad
1ine from Stafford up Elbow Branch was begun 17 July 1856.
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DESCRIPTION GA-274

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jeremiah P. Silver House is a 2% story stone house with a stone rear
wing and frame addition, a one-story front porch and modillion cornice
located on the south side of Fox Road near the intersection of Wilkinson
Road about 1/4 mile east of MD. Rt. 161 in Harford County, Maryland. The
house was built 1853-1857 and faces north.

The main section and stone rear wing are coursed fieldstone. The main
elevation facing north has five bays with the shed roofed porch over the
central three bays. The porch has four Tuscan columns. Three dormers
break the slate roof on the north elevation. The gable ends of the main
section have different bay configurations, the east having three bays,
the central dominant, and the west gable having a single bay with paired
windows. The attic level on the east gable end has a half-round window
over which is a stone inscribed "1857 JPS." The four interior end
chimneys are brick above the roof and are capped with terra cotta pots.

The stone wing has two stories and a side entrance on the east. The 1956
frame addition is attached to the south end of the wing and is covered in
aluminum siding. The fenestration is six over six in the stone sections

and the windows are flanked by louvred shutters except in the frame addition.

Jeremiah Silver's diaries for 1856-57 refer to the cost of building a cor-
house, log meat house and carriage house, and in the summer of 1860 to a
spring house being completed. These outbuildings were not observed during
the survey and may be demolished or greatly altered. The present barn is
a 20th century replacement of the original structure.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jeremiah P. Silver House or "Lebanon" is a fine example of mid-19th
century stonemasonry and is one of a group of stone houses built by the
Silver family during the 1850's, all of which display the high quality
workmanship and well-planned agricultural complexes which characterized
the Silver farms.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

Jeremiah P. Silver (1826-1897) was the brother of Benjamin Silver, Jr. and

Silas B. Silver, whose stone houses on Harmony Church Road west of

Darlington Road form the western edge of the Silver house group. A

third house on Darlington Road is the William F. Silver House. The houses
re built over the early and mid-19th century centered on the

"sohn A.Silver House, "Vignon," which could be seen from Lebanon to the

north. Vignon was burned in 1902.

The attached copies from Our Silver Heritage by Benjamin S. Silver (1976)
contain excerpts from Jeremiah Silver's diaries concerning the comnstruction
of Lebanon. The architect for the house was a Mr. Reasin, who also
designed the exterior of Silas B. Silver's house, Silverton. Over the
summer of 1860, Jeremiah refers to the construction of a spring house at
Lebanon, built mainly by Joshua and Amos Stephens. In January 1866,

John Bancroft put in a slate mantel and grate in the dining room, for
which he was paid $15. 1In December 1874, John Bartsches of the John
Turnbull, Jr. Co. came to Lebanon to measure the parlor floors for a
body brussels carpet. 1In November 1877, Jeremiah installed a coal stove
in the sitting room. It is interesting to note that the franklin stove
Jeremiah bought from Sarah Bayless in March 1856 caused a fire at
Lebanon on December 14, 1859. The damage was apparently not serious.,

Lebanon and Silverton are the most Italianate of the Silver houses,
undoubtedly because of the architect's work. Lebanon is similar in
design to the Benjamin Silver, Jr., House, but is somewhat more balanced
in proportions and complete in exterior details, for example, the
modillion cornice and triple dormers which give a more finished look.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ﬂMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Silver,

Gatesville,

B. S. Qur Silver Heritage,

Gatesville Publishing Co.,
TX, 1976. (Historical Society of Harford County Archives)

Martenet's Map of Harford County, 1878
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CHAPTER VI

Section 3

Sub-Section 7

JEREMIAH SILVER of Benjamin and Charity (Warnock) Silver

Although Dr. Silas Benjamin Silver does not provide us with a description of his
voungest brother, Jeremiah, we are indeed fortunate that Jeremish maintained a diary fron
the year 1853 until a month before his death in 1897. Iike his brother, Benjamin, Jere-

miah was a man of diverse talents. A good farmer -- a surveyor -- a director in the Mu-
tual Fire Insurance Company in Harford County from 3 January 1853 -- an active participan
in local, county, state and national affairs -- an elder in the Presbyterian Church -- a

clock fancier.
His early education was received in the same school system as his brothers, however,

there is no information which indicates he attended college. On 24 June 1851 he purchase.

"his farm, Lebanon, from the other members of the family. See deed of transfer at end of

this sub-section and on 1 January 1852, at the age of 26, he married Mary Eliza Hoopman,
the only child of Peter and Mary Cooper (Stump) Hoopman. Subsequent to his marriage he
began to build his house at Lebanon early in 1853. The first year's diary, 1852, devotes
itself for the most part to the details of the construction of his home. All the informe.-
tion in this portion is taken verbatim from his diary entries. Like his brother 3enjamirn
they are filled with specific details concerning his farming operations.

~ Henry Hemore began hauling stone from the quarry for Jeremiah's home on 5 January i
Walnut logs (492 feet) were cut and brought from Poplar Point on 10 January 1853. suarr -
ing for stone for the home began in earnest on 11 January. Most of the quarrying was do.
by Ely Turner at a rate of "28¢ per pearch” mason measurement. Jeremish furnisned the
augurs, sledges, crowbars and powder. Marietta and Mehaffe agreed to supply lumber »m .-
January at the following rates: 1st common $25.00, second $15.00, culling 11.00, srul
$9.00, sawed material $12.00. The specifications for the house at Tebanon uan te founa .
the end of this sub-section. The architect for the house was Mr. Reasin ''who agreeu "o
furnish a plan for the house with front and side elevations and front porticns for Jeth. ..
On 30 April Sunday Jeremiah records that the "height of the foundation of the house froz

the spring 74 feet -- distance in straight line 600 feet -- required fall for wa-er 10 T«
ram #3 for $23.00 -- feeding pipe li; large 45 x 4O ¢ ft -- pipe from spring to house | i
at 7¢ a foot." On 22 April Friday Jeremiah "engaged a boat to carry lumber bough  of Me:

fee and Company down to Rock Run for $1.50 per thousand. 38,562 feet in all = $593..

Paid Capt. Hauseal for freight on 41,000 feet lumber at 1.50 per thousand (dQ Aprii) i,
By 16 June 1853, 223 wagon loads of stone for the house had been hauled to the construct
site. On 13 July Jeremiah records "James Robinson agrees to put up the stone work of my
house for 45¢ per pearch and tend himself, by my paying $5.00 for two arches that is wc 3
put up and $3.00 towards the expenses of bringing his men down here from home I am to boz.
them all and pay $8.00 extra on the whole job." On 30 September Jeremiah went af‘sr slate
for the house "5% tons 16 x 8, 1 ton 11 x 22, 3% tons 6 x 12." Between the 4th and #<n
of October inclusive Jeremlah drilled 12 acres of wheat at 1 5/8 bushel per acre. :y 3
COctober the stone masons "left for home on Saturday at 3 o'clock -- f nished the house
Friday about noon. On 16 October J. H. Mitchell agreed to furnish all the paint or =y
house all at .80¢ per gallon, white lead at $10.00 per hundred. 27 JOJember I crdered
600 feet of glass from F. R. Williams $h5 75 total." The total cost of quarry‘“” “fe st

On 8 March Jeremiah recorded that "Wellmore Hopkins began to work at my house at ;e-

day and board himself until 15 March after that he is to have $1.70.  2h4 apriz H“*;a',
Archer Scarborough commenced work today -- .42¢ and boards with James Small at .v72 Ter

3901



W s

4 e e A A o b e b

NE-574

1"

The plasters began work on the house 26 June and by Friday 30 June one coat had
en applied. Samuel Harwood helped with this job and on Friday 18 August the plasterers ‘
.d completed the job at a total cost of $160.00.
On 27 December Wednesday Jeremiash records that "sold J. B. Conner mail route no. G309
for $237.00 from 1 October 1854 to 1 July 1856. Peter Finefrock has post route nu. 9208
Christiana to Buck; George Court has no. 9226 Westchester to Wilmington; J. B. Conner has
9309 Hopewell C. W. to dewark; J. Stephens to Hopewell cotton works."
Diary entries for 1855 until the early 1860's were general in nature and covered a
m¥riad of subjects. They are quoted below without comment. "5 February Monday, this day ‘

day.

"

sold Amos Osborn and William H. Michael all the wood and timber on the east side of Swan
Creek belonging to J. P. Silver and wife for the sum of $925.00. 2 April Monday, paid
Bill one day helping us to move up to new house. 12 April Thursday, commenced plowing.

8 June Friday, this day agreed with Capt. Jesse Irwin for enough sand from out of the bank
at Poplar Point for the bridge at Havre de Grace (or for a bank 90' long up the shore and
back at 11¢ per square yard to a line shown John Jackson). 11 June Monday, cash paid
William Silver per John for 500 smoke fish ($6.25). 11 October Thursday, sold L. W. Lever-
ing and Son per William Wiles 350 bushels of corn for E. C. Boyd yesterday at .80¢ per
bushel. 17 November Saturday, Nathan Grafton left a sausage cutter with us for which if
it performs well we are to pay $5.00. If not to be returned. 2L September, J. P. Silver
drilled in 19 3/& bushels wheat on 10% acres in old field near the house. 27 September,
Henry Hemore drilled in ll% bushels on about 6 acres in field above the house he lives in.
14 January 1856, I went over to Poplar Point on the ice with sleigh and two horses. 18
March 1856, John Duffy began to work at 1 P.M, he is to have 16¢ per barrel for husking
corn and is to help loft it and 50¢ per day for other work. 19 March 1856, went to Sarah
Bayless sale and bought one franklin stove, one eight-day clock which belonged to her
grandfather and several small articles amounting to $14.81, & for which I gave her my nove

~+ 6 months." It is believed by the author that the clock referred to here is the same a3
ock number 12 discussed on page 8581l. During this year Randle Brannan, Henry Hemore and
Bill James worked for Jeremiah Silver -- but back to Jeremiah's diary entries. "12 Juuc

Thursday, this day agreed with William H. Potts for carrying the mail on route 3025, said
Potts is to carry it in such a manner as to be satisfactory to the Post Office Department
for one year from 1 July 1856 for $380.00 per year. 17 July Thursday, the Engineers com-
msnced surveying the line for a railroad on Friday last from Stafford up the Elbow Branch.
25 August Tuesday, sold Mr. Wells of Aberdeen about 100 bushels of corn ab .52¢ per bushel
to be delivered by F. M. Brown next week. 8 October Wednesday, went to Philadelphia to
Nashonal Agriculture Exhibition. 3 November Monday, John McCommons and Robert Plummer

came to begin wall for corn house at 11 o'clock A.M, 29 November Saturday, sold my corn
about 500 bushels to James Davis and Company per J. C. Parker to be delivered at Rock Rur.

on next Wednesday and Thursday for .58¢ per bushel and about 12 bushels of wheat at $1.48
per bushel. 5 December Friday, John hauling stuff from Paradise Mills for corn house.
Cost of small meat house of logs $35.00 -- cost of carriage house $175.00. 14 February
Saturday 1857, paid Mary Eliza Silver for Mrs. Brannan for quilting quilt $1.00. 20 Feb-
ruary Friday 1857, Paid Silas Warner for clean clock and clock bell $1.25 (Clock Ho. 12.

See page 8581). 5 June Friday, Tommy and John hauling sawed lumber from Paradise Mills

for corn house. 17 June Wednesday, began moving corn into the corn house out of cellar.

29 August Saturday, a number of the neighbors met at Prospect Hill to locate a school .
house, adjourned to next Saturday 3 P.M. (Meeting did not take place due to illness). 8
November 1858, I went to Bel Air to attend court as a juror. 11 lNovember 1858, I was called
and empaneled as foreman of a jury in the case of the State vs. A.drew Thompson for the mur-
der of Henry C. Fletcher (2nd degree murder). 13 November 1858, returned a verdict of mur-
der in 2nd degree at 10 A.M, State vs. Andrew Thompson."
During 1859 and for several years thereafter, Jeremiah was monitoring the operations
five farms viz. Montesurado, Poplar Point, Shady Mount, Swan Creek and Lebanon -- a .
rather demanding job but back to his diaries. "31 October Monday 1859, Alexander Morris
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340/426

294/243

267/499

JEREMIAH P. SILVER HOUSE

HA-384

CHAIN OF TITLE (PARTIAL)

29 March 1980

29 March 1950

12 March 1946

16 September 1941

Grantor: William B. & Katharine J. Reese

Grantee: Katharine R. Huber, Barbara S. Reese
William S. Reese

$185,000 for 233 acres, parts of "Neighbor's Good

Will1","Cora Wood Grove", "Smith's Mistake","Lion's

Ghent", "Lyon's Additions", "West Flavor", "Grible

Onions", now known as "Lebanon Farm".

Grantor: Leon A. and Edna W. Fox
Grantee: William B. & Katharine J. Reese

Grantor: Maurice and Sara Klein
Grantee: Leon A. Fox

Grantor: E. Pamela Silver et al.

Grantee: Maurice and Sara Klein

" . being the same and all the land of which
the said Jeremiah P. Silver . . . died seized and
possessed . . . conveyed to the said Jeremiah P.
Silver by the four following deeds: 1) from

Samuel Harrowood & wife on 11 December 1873, 29/433;
2) from James Standiford & wife on 11 October 1861,
12/370; 3) from George W. F. Deaver on 5 August
1851, 37/318; 4) from Charity Silver, widow, et al.
on 24 June 1851, 37/304.
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Jeremiah P. Silver House

ADDITION: Addresses of additional joint owners
Kathy Reese

Rt. 1

Dover, Arkansas 72837

Mrs. Barbara Reese Currie

2033 Wroxton
Houston, Texas 77005

Janet Davis
December 13, 1983
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Jeremiah P. Silver House HA-384
Harford County

Photo: Janet Davis

November 1982
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