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Tudor Hall 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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(Chrck On") 

CONDITION 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A.NO ORIGINAL (if Jcnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tudor Hall is a Gothic-Revival cottage built according to a de­
sign published by William H. Ranlett in Plates 44 and 45, Design 
XVII, The Architect, 1847. It is a one-and-one-half story build 
ing of painted brick laid in co:TJnon bond. It is constructed in 
a cross plan which origina.lly had a detached kitchen house. A 
paneled central square brick chimney rises from the intersection 
of four sables. The roof covering is, and probably always has 
been, standing seam tin. The eaves contain concealed gutters. 

A horizontal mullion in each standard window opening separates 
a pair of upper casement sashes from a pair of lower case~ent 
sashes, each hinged inwardly. The upper ones are about a third 
as high as the lower ones. Diamond panes are formed by wooden 
muntins. The front, second story window has a label-lintel. It 
has been enlarged so that the window is the principle feature of 
the facade. The north gable window, with its sharply gabled 
pediment, is extended to the floor and gives access to a small, 
decorative wood balcony with a :i ig-s aw cut balustrade. 

A one-story, flat-roofed porch with octagonal wood columns hav­
ing molded caps and bases, extends across the principle (south­
east) front. A small frame vestibule is built into the front 
porch at the central door. It has a pair of paneled doors and 
a transom on the front. There are single upper and lower case­
ments on the sides, which have matching sashes standard to the 
house. 

Gutters, windows, balcony, and columns are all detailed in Plate 
47 of Ranlett's design. Most ot~er basic featu~es of the house 
are included in Plate;,_s 44 and 45, Design XVII. (Plate 45 is 
attached) . 

The separate kitchen house is a very late example of an earlier 
custom. Although it does not appear in the published plan, it 
is suggested in the published lithograph perspective. 

Interior finishes are relatively simple, typical of the period 
and rural area. Wood mantels consist of shallow plain pilasters' 
supporting a very low Tudor arched "frieze." Doors are typical­
ly four panels. The stair rail is typical, with a round walnut 
rail, turned walnut newel, and plain painted balusters. Such 
simplicity of interior detail is expected of a house built by 
local craftsmen following a published basic design. 

Changes: In the late 19th cent~ry, the kitchen house was joined 
to the main house by infilling construction. The space thus en­
closed was incorporated into the dining room. The kitchen chi~­
ney was reduced to a single stove flue and the kitchen stair was 
removed. On the second floor, a corridor \,:as created from the 

-see continuation sheet-
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7. DLSCRIPTION, continued 

stair hall to the south room. T\·:o two-story bav windows -... 'ere 
added on the south side, one to the parlour and one to the rlin­
ing room. The openings between t~e three front rooos were in­
creased in width. A frame wing ~as added at the ~car (north­
west) for kitchen with bedrooms above. In the si~-twentiet~ 
century, the partition between the stair hall and dinin<:_; r-oo!""l 
was removed and all the original pine floors were covered with 
oak. A brick service addition replaced the earlier fra~e cne. 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued 

Forward, Dr. William Stump. Junius Brutus Booth. An unpub­
lished manuscript in the Maryland Historical Society, 
1887. 

Kimmel, Stanley. 
New York: 

The Mad Boot~s of Maryland. Indianapolis 
Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1940. 

and 

Mahoney, Ella V. Sketches of Tuaor Hall and the Booth ~a~ilv. 
Bel Air, Maryland, 1925. 

Land Records of Harford County, es ecially WSF 127, folios 51 
through 58; ALJ 37, folio 95; HD 8, folio 261; ALJ 22 
folio 469~ HD 16, folic 97; HD 7, folios 407 throug~ 
409. 



z 
0 

1-

u 
:::> 

a:::: 
I-

z 

w 

l!.J 

~- SIGNIFICAN~E ____________________ --------

0 Pre~Columbion 

CJ 15th Century 

~] 16th Certury 

0 17th Century 

SPEClnC OATE_ISJ {lfApplic1Jblp 1JndKnown) C. 184 7 
A.REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlc Onr or A1ort! ag Appropriat~) 

A bot tglnol 

O Prehisto .. ic 

O Hi~loric 

0 Agriculture 

[Sl Architrctu.-e 

0 Art 

Commerce 

Communicotions 

0 Educct;on 

0 Engine~ring 

0 Industry 

D 
0 

ln"'ention 

Architeoctur.e 

0 literature 

G{ Political 

0 Rrligion Phi. 

loscphy 

O Scie-nce 

0 
0 

Sculpture 

Soc1ol.'Humon-

itorion 

B!~-11 7 

0 Urbon Plonnrng 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 
0 
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5TAT E~ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

~udor ~all is a Gothic-Revival cottage built as a countr1 rE­
treat by Junius Brutus Booth (1796-1852), the head of a fc.::-:-·ilv 
famous on the P ... merican Shakespearian stage throughout the nine­
teenth cent~ry. Its design is from Plates 44 and 45, Desiqn 
XVII, of The Arc~itect, by William H. Ranlett, 1847. 

Junius Brutus Booth came to America from England in 1821 with 
his wife, Mary Ann Holmes. They raised a large family, some of 
whom were born on this property, which he acquired in 1824. 
Several of his sons followed their famous father on the stage. 
Edwin (1833-1893) and John Wilkes (1838-1865} were considered 
the best actors, Edwin possibly surpassing his father. John 
Wilkes' fame on the stage has been overshadowed by his role as 
the assassin of Abraham Lincoln. 

I 

I 

Upon his acquisition of the land in 1824, Junius Brutus Booth 
moved a log house to the property. He replaced it with the 
present house about 1847. The log house was noved in about 
I880 by the next owner of the property, Samuel A. S. Kyle, to a , 
distant corner of the farm. It still stands there, almost total,-
ly obs cured by numerous add:~ tions. ' 

1 though Gothic-Revival became the prevailing style for churches! 
in the nineteenth century, houses carefully rendered in that I 
tyle were relatively rare. Tudor Hall is an exam~le of a hcus~ 
uilt in this style from a published design, thus resultinsr in '3i 

correct exterior design and plan, including several exterior de­
tails, but a very typical, simple mid-nineteenth century inter­
ior. 

he area of 136.5 acres has been desionated to orotect the rural 
nvironment of Tudor Hall and its vie~ down a slope to the South! 
nd across the Churchville Road. The boundaries ~ere extended 
o the north across Mill Road also to protect the rural setting. 
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Recorder: 

Sources: 

Forman, 

J af'":es T. \;ol lon, 
Eavre 
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Henry Chandlee. Maryland Architecture. 
Maryland: Tidewater Publishers, 1968. 
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]eve] of ~ignificance of this nL'm1n;1tlon is: 

National State x_~ Loral 

ld~~i~J~P~J~'-J~~ 
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SECTION 10: G~OGRAPHJCAL DATA t\E\IS IONS 
-------

Acreage: approxi~ately 94 acres 

UTM References: 

A 1 8 - 3 8 7 9 2 0 - 4 3 7 8 4 1 0 
B 1 8 - 3 8 7 7 1 0 - 4 3 7 9 2 0 0 
c 1 8 - 3 8 8 2 1 0 - 4 3 7 9 3 2 0 
D 1 8 - 3 8 8 3 8 0 - 4 3 7 8 5 4 0 

BOUt--<l)ARY DESCRIPTION: 

The boundaries are delineated on the attached map labeled "proposed 
boundary alteration, 1982." This map illustrates the acreage, rectangular in 
shape, as entered into the National Register in 1973 and the sections of the 
original acreage to be deleted. The altered boundaries for the listing consist 
of the existing lines along sections cf the east, west, and north borders, the 
southerly side of Prospect Mill Road ~here it cuts through the northeasterly 
edge of the original acreage; and a herder formed by the back property lines of 
those properties along Tudor Lane and Churchville Road west of Tudor Lane and a 
line projecting east from the border formed by the back property lines along the 
east side of Tudor Lane. This line ccrresponds in distance from the highway 
to the new border along the Churchville Road properties west of Tudor Lane. 

JUSTIFICATION FOR BOUNDARY CHANGE 

The original listing includes approximately 136 acres and was made at a 
time when boundary descriptions and justifications were not required. The 
boundaries appear to have been drawn arbitrarily with the idea of incorporating 
a large buffer zone around the house and the parcel of land, 8.2 acres, on 
which it stands. As a result, the 1973 boundaries do not correspond to current 
or past property lines, natural or manffiade physical or visual factors, or 
historical points, and include nuffierous mid-twentieth century buildings, 
primarily houses, that do not contribute to the significance of Tudor Hall for 
listing in the National Register or appear to be eligible for listing on other 
merits. The boundary change is intended to delete two sections of the original 
acreage which have a high percentage of these non-contributive structures. The 
precise boundaries for the changes utilize a road on the northerly side and 
primarily property lines on the southerly side. In both instances, the new 
boundaries are fairly well defined by changes in landscape such as tree lines 
or cultivated fields and la~ns. The areas being deleted have not changed nuch 
in character since Tudor Hall was listed. 

~~SERVATION 
DATE: /tJ-28-82 

OFFICER 



~A~E Tudor Hall 

:__cc;\TlON Tudor Lane, R.D. 1 
Bel Air, Maryland 

!L\-ll 7 
TUDO:'.\ EA!.!. 
Harford County 

ARCHITECT After plans by William H. Ranlett 

[~~~S After 1847 before 1E52 

(; .P' • ':R ~_r. Howard L. ~ox 

Tudor Hall is a Gothic rE!Vival cottage built as a 
country retreat by Junius Brutus Booth (1796-1852) , the 
head of a family famous on the American Shakespearian 
stage throughout the nineteenth century. Its design is 
from Plates 44 and 45, Design XVII, of The Architect by 
William H. Ranlett, 1847. 

While the Gothic-revival style became the prevail­
ing style for churches in the nineteenth century, houses 
carefully rendered in that style were relatively rare. 
Tudor Hall is an example of a house rendered in that 
style from a published design, hence a correct exterior 
design and plan, including several exterior details, but 
a very typical, simple mid-nineteenth century interior. 

Tudor Hall is built of brick, laid in com:P.'.on bond, 
?ainted, l 1/2 stories with partial cellar, in a cross 
?lan with, originally, a detached kitchen house. A ce~­
tral s~uare brick chimney, paneled, rises from the inter­
section of four gables. The roof covering is, and 
?robably always has been, standing seam tin. The eaves 
contain concealed gutters. 

A horizontal mullion in each standard window opening 
se?arates a pair of upper casement sash from a pair of 
lower casement sash, each hinged i!lwardly, the up'!Jer ones 
~eing about a third as high as the lower ones. Dia~o!ld 

(continued) 



continued (page two) 

HA-117 
TUDO~ HALL 
B:arforC. Countv 

panes are formed by wooden muntins. The front, second story 
window is increased in size and becomes the princi?le feature 
of the facade~ it has a label-lintel. The north gable win~ow, 
with its sharply gabled pediment, is extended to the floor and 
gives access to a small, decorative wood balcony with a jiq­
sa~,.,r cut balustrade. 

A one-story flat-roofed porch with octagonal wood colt:'.P.'.ns 
with molded caps and bases, extends across the principle (south­
east) front. A small frame vestibule with a pair of panelec 
doors and a transom on the front and single upper and lower 
casements on the sides, matching sash standard to the house, 
is built into the front Porch at the central door. 

Gutters, windows, balcony and columns are all detailed 
in plate 47 (of Ranlett, op. cit.). Most other basic features 
of the house are included1n Plates 44 and 45, Design XVII. 

The separate kitchen house is a very late example of an 
earlier custom; while it does not annear in the pu~lished 
plan, it is suggested in the publish~d lithogra?h perspective. 

Interior finishes are relatively simple, typical of-the­
?eriod and rural area. Wood mantels consist of shallow ?la~n 
'Jilasters supporting a very lo·N' Tudor arched "frieze." !::'oors 
are typically four panel; the stair rail is typical, wit~ 2 

round walnut rail, turned walnut newell and plain nainted 
~alusters. Such simplicity of interior detail is expected 
of a house built by local craftsmen following the publis~ed 
~"Jas i.c c.es ign. 

Changes 

In the late 19th centurv, the kitchen house was 4oi.ned to 
the main house by "infill:• construction' the space t::.t:is eciclos­
ed being thrown into the dining room. The kitche!'. chi~!'.ev ~2s 

reduced to a single stove flue and the stair was removed. 0~ 
the second floor, a corridor was created from t';_e stair ~a!~ 
to the south room. Two-story bay windows were added on the 
south side, one to the parlour, one to the dinins ~oo~. The 
oDenings between the three front roor",s were increased i!'. \\1 2.c.t> .. 
A. frame wing was added c."':. the rear foe: kitchen 1·1i "':.':. bedroo~s 
a_:::iove. 

(continued) 
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p:a,;i:::-::o~c. Co"L~r.t.y 

In the mid-twentieth century, the partition between t~e 
stair hall and dining room was removed and all the original 
pine floors were covered by oak. A brick service addition 
replaced the earlier frame one. 

Junius Brutus Booth came to America from England in 
1821 with his wife, Mary Ann Holmes, and raised a large 
family, some of whom were born on this property, which he 
acauired in 1824. Several of his sons followed their 
famous fat~er on the stage; Edwin (1833-1893) and John 
~·Tilkes (1838-1865} were considered the best actors, Edwin 
?Ossibly surpassing his father. John Wilkes' fame on t~e 
stage has been overshadowed by his being remembered as the 
assassin of Abraham Lincoln. 

Upon his acquisition of the land in 1824, Junius Brutus 
Booth first moved a log house to the property and replaced it 
with the present house about 1847. The log house was moved 
by the property's next owner, Samuel A.S. Kyle, about 1880, 
to a distant corner of the farn, where it still stands alIT'.ost 
totally obscured by numerous c:~ddi tions. 

Recorder: James ':::'. 1:\'ollon, J:i::-., p._-:_­
Harford County Co:"'~::_ "':::'.::'.C:·:: 
of the Xaryland ~:'_s~o~~­
cal ':!:'rust 
Decel':"\:Jer :c:-7: 
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