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The Old West Baltimore Historic District was listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in
December 2004. In 2019, an NRHP Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF), Civil Rights in Baltimore,
Maryland: 1831-1976, was completed. In 2020 an amendment was completed as part of a project to document
sites within the district associated with the Civil Rights Movement under the 2019 context. This amendment was
completed by Nicole A. Diehlmann in 2022 as part of as part of a project to document sites associated with the
Woman's Suffrage Movement in Maryland. The additional documentation amends the current nomination to
add Social History-Women'’s History as an area of significance under Criterion A and is only changing for the
buildings listed below that are associated with women’s history. The additional documentation makes no
changes to the resource count of contributing buildings as the noted resources were all previously recorded as
contributing. The period of significance falls within that outlined for the larger district. The additional
documentation utilizes the historic district property type and the “20™ Century: New Opportunities and New
Voices” historic context as documented in the Women’s Suffrage Movement in Maryland Multiple Property
Submission.

7. DESCRIPTION

Old West Baltimore is a large, approximately 175-block area northwest of downtown Baltimore roughly
bounded by Fulton Street to the west, North Avenue to the north, Madison Avenue to the east, and Dolphin
Street, Hoffman Street, Fremont Avenue, and Franklin Street to the south. It consists of a group of
neighborhoods now known as Madison Park, Upton, Druid Heights, Harlem Park, and Sandtown Winchester.
While primarily composed of rowhouses, there are also religious and institutional buildings scattered
throughout the district, as well as a commercial area along Pennsylvania Avenue. Individuals and organizations,
both of varying levels of significance associated with the Woman’s Suffrage Movement, are located throughout
the Old West Baltimore Historic District.

Buildings in the district associated with the woman’s suffrage movement are primarily residences of members of
various organizations that advocated for woman’s suffrage movement, including:

e 1402 Druid Hill Avenue (the S. Jane Waller House): This three-story, three-bay, red-brick, Italianate-
style rowhouse with a stone foundation is on the southwest side of Druid Hill Avenue. The boarded-up
entrance is through the northern bay. There are two-over-two windows in the third story bays, but the
remainder of the openings are boarded up. An elaborate wood cornice with modillions is at the top of
the shed roof. A corner store is south, and a vacant lot is north. The property is vacant and in
deteriorated condition.

e 1531 Druid Hill Avenue (the Martha and Dr. John W. Derry House): This two-story, three-bay brick
rowhouse with a brick foundation is on the northeast side of Druid Hill Avenue. The southern two bays
form a two-story, projecting bowfront and the entrance is through the northern bay. The windows are
one-over-one with wood sills and lintels. There is a stepped brick cornice at the roof. A three-story
rowhouse is north and a similar rowhouse is to the south.

e 1532 Druid Hill Avenue (B-1373-6, the Margaret Briggs Gregory and Dr. Mason Albert Hawkins House):
This is a rare detached, three-story, common-bond brick, Italianate-style dwelling on the southwest side
of Druid Hill Avenue. It has a northeast-southwest running shed roof with parapets on the northwest
and southeast elevations and a massive cornice on the northeast elevation. The Druid Hill Avenue
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facade is two bays wide with a full-length, hipped-roof porch. A single door with transom is in the
southern bay, and a one-over-one vinyl window is in the northern bay.

e 1534 Druid Hill Avenue (B-2669, the Augusta Lewis and Dr. Robert Garland Chissell House): This is a
rare detached, three-story, common-bond brick, Italianate-style dwelling on the southwest side of Druid
Hill Avenue. The two-bay building has a northeast-southwest running shed roof with stepped parapets
on the northwest and southeast elevations and a massive cornice on the northeast elevation. The
primary entry is on the five-bay northwest elevation under a hipped-roof portico in the second bay.

e 1912 Druid Hill Avenue (the Sarah Elizabeth and T. Evans Fernandis House): This two-story, three-bay
brick rowhouse with a brick foundation is on the southwest side of Druid Hill Avenue and is slightly set
back from the street. The entrance is through the northern bay. It is accessed by a short flight of marble
stairs and is topped by a transom surrounded by a corbelled brick hood. The windows are one-over-one
with stone sills. There is a stepped brick cornice at the roof. Similar rowhouses are to either side.

e 1522 McCulloh Street (the Minnie L. and Dr. Rev. Abraham L. Gaines House): This three-story, three-
bay, red brick rowhouse with a stone foundation is on the southwest side of McCulloh Street. The
arched entrance is in the southern bay and contains paired wood and glass doors topped by an arched
transom. There are one-over-one windows with lambs-tongue stops and stone sills in the remaining
openings. At the roof is a brick cornice with a Greek-key design. Similar rowhouses are on either side.

e 1808 McCulloh Street (the K. Bertha and Rev. John Hurst House): This three-story, three-bay, red brick,
Italianate-style rowhouse with a stone foundation is on the southwest side of McCulloh Street. The
entrance is recessed in an arched opening in the northern bay. It is lined with replacement bricks and
contains a solid wood door. Windows are one-over-one vinyl replacements with stone sills; the first
story windows have transoms. At the roof is a wood cornice with four brackets. Similar rowhouses are
on either side.

e 1821 McCulloh Street (the Erma Bruce and Carrington L. Davis House): This three-story, three-bay, red
brick rowhouse with a sandstone foundation is on the northeast side of McCulloh Street. The first story
is faced entirely in sandstone blocks and contains an entrance, accessed by sandstone stairs, on the
north side. The second story has three windows with sandstone lintels and sills. Windows on the first
and second stories are one-over-one. The third story contains a tripartite window set in an arched
opening lined by sandstone blocks. A dentiled cornice runs below a brick parapet that hides the flat roof.
The property is flanked by three-story rowhouses.

e 526 W. Lanvale Street (the Miss Carrie L. Cook House): This three-story, red-brick, Italianate-style
rowhouse with a brick foundation is on the northwest side of West. Lanvale Street. The rectangular
entrance is in the eastern bay and contains a single paneled door topped by a transom. There are two
four-over-four wood windows in the first story west of the door. The second story contains two six-over-
six wood windows. The third story has one-over-one wood windows. At the roof is a dentiled wood
cornice with modillions. Similar rowhouses are on either side.

Institutional Buildings associated with Women’s Suffrage include the Young Women'’s Christian Association
(YWCA) Madison Avenue Branch at 1912 Madison Avenue, Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church (B-
2963) at 508-516 Dolphin Street, and Bethel AME Church (B-123) at 1300 Druid Hill Avenue, all of which were
thoroughly described in the 2020 amendment under the Civil Rights in Baltimore, Maryland: 1831-1976 MPDF.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Old West Baltimore was the city’s premier African American neighborhood in the first half of the twentieth
century. Due to segregation in the city’s housing, businesses, and institutions, large numbers of the city’s black
population lived in the area, which had many businesses owned by and operated for African Americans. Within
the neighborhood was an affluent and educated upper-middle class that led a variety of social, fraternal, civic,
and religious organizations that pushed for civil rights for African Americans. Like other organizations in
Baltimore, the various woman’s suffrage organizations run by whites in the city were not welcoming to black
members. Therefore, black women advocated for woman'’s suffrage first through existing women'’s
organizations, and later through a dedicated woman’s suffrage organization established in 1915. These women
hosted meetings in their homes, but also held larger events at institutional buildings in the neighborhood,
including the Young Women'’s Christian Association (YWCA) and various churches. After passage of the
Nineteenth Amendment, organization leaders shifted from suffrage advocacy to voter registration and
education, ensuring that local women used the franchise with which they had been entrusted.

Suffrage Leaders in Old West Baltimore

Because of segregation within the suffrage movement, black women were generally not part of the larger white
woman’s suffrage organizations. That, however, did not mean they were not advocating for women'’s suffrage.
Instead, they tended to promote woman'’s suffrage through existing African American women’s organizations.
There was a large and active social scene in Old West Baltimore and middle-class women were leaders in a
variety of progressive social and civic groups, such as the DuBois Circle, the Cooperative Women's Civic League,
and various women’s auxiliary groups, as well as in mixed-gender organizations such as the Baltimore branches
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the Baltimore Urban League.
African American women had long been involved in protesting discrimination and segregation and promoting
civil rights. They were active in preserving the voting rights of male African Americans against legislation such as
the Digges amendment, proposed in 1910 in Maryland, which would have disenfranchised large numbers of
black men through a property requirement. Because of segregated housing policies in the city, many of these
women lived in close proximity to one another and frequently met in one another’s homes. For example,
Margaret Hawkins lived next door to fellow suffragist Augusta Chissell, who lived at 1534 Druid Hill Avenue (B-
2969), and down the street from suffrage leader Estelle Young at 1100 Druid Hill Avenue (demolished). In
addition, many of these female leaders were married to well-connected men, who were also leaders of various
religious and civic organizations, expanding their sphere of influence.

The Baltimore chapter of the DuBois Circle, a literary and debating society founded in 1906 as part of the
Niagara Movement promoted by W.E.B. DuBois, counted among its members many of the most influential
women in Old West Baltimore. In addition to being a prestigious African American literary society, the DuBois
Circle is also one of the oldest surviving African American women’s organizations in the city. One of the earliest
documented events in the neighborhood regarding woman’s suffrage was a DuBois Circle meeting in 1911 at the
home of Fannie Cardozo at 1625 Druid Hill Avenue, where Helen Irving read a paper on “Some Noted
Suffragists” and Sarah L. Jackson read a paper about work women have done to secure equal rights with men.
Minnie L. Gaines led the discussion and Estelle Young read a pro-suffrage poem titled “Don’t Ever Let Your
Husband Know All Your Business.” The consensus of the meeting was that women should have the right to vote
(Afro-American 1911, 4).
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An African American organization solely for woman’s suffrage did not emerge until 1915. The impetus for the
establishment of such an organization may have been a rousing talk by Lucy Diggs Slowe, secretary of the
Baltimore branch of the NAACP, at Sharp Street Church in which she argued “women need the right to vote as
they are taxpayers, homemakers and deeply interested in all movements for civic betterment” and that “the
voteless group in any republic is a helpless one” (Afro-American 1915c, 1). The suffrage organization was
founded in September 1915 at the residence of Estelle Young. Young was elected president; Margaret Hawkins,
vice president; Augusta Chissell, secretary; Sarah Jackson, assistant secretary; and Annie Smith, treasurer. The
executive board included Erma Bruce Davis, chair; Bertha Hurst, vice chair; and Minnie L. Gaines, Mrs. W. S.
Lewis, Mrs. J. Jackson, Mrs. F. Fernandez (most likely Sarah Elizabeth Fernandis), Mrs. S. Jane Waller, and Miss
Carrie Cook, members. They held their first meeting on October 5, 1915, where Mrs. Gaines and Mrs. Davis were
speakers (Afro-American 1915e, 8). Many of these women were also members of the DuBois Circle and were
leaders in a variety of civic and religious organizations (Afro-American 1915b, 4).

The group has been referred to under various names, including the Woman'’s Suffrage Club, Colored Woman’s
Suffrage Club, and the Progressive Woman’s Suffrage Club. Estelle Young was referred to as president of the
Woman'’s Suffrage Club when the organization planned its first rally at the YWCA in November 1915 (Afro-
American 19153, 1). The group hosted a meeting the following month at Grace Presbyterian Church at Dolphin and
Etting Streets (demolished), where noted national suffrage leader Alice Dunbar of Wilmington spoke. Other
speakers at the event were Estelle Young and Rev. Harvey Johnson of Union Baptist Church (Afro-American 1915e).
The following year, there was an advertisement for a meeting of the Progressive Women'’s Suffrage Club at the
Eastern M. E. Fire and Holy Ghost Church at McElderry Street and Patterson Park Avenue in East Baltimore (Afro-
American 1916b, 5). By 1916, the group was listed in the Coleman Colored Business, Professional, and Clerical
Directory as the Women’s Suffrage Organization. Estelle Young was president; Augusta Chissell, secretary; Anne E.
Smith, treasurer; and Erma Davis, chair of the executive committee. By the 1920-21 edition of the directory, the
organization was called the Colored Woman'’s Suffrage Club of Maryland with Estelle Young still as president and
Margaret Hawkins as vice president. The group was active for several years after the passage of the Nineteenth
Amendment, but it was no longer listed by the 1925-26 edition (Coleman 1916-1917, 1920-21, 1925-26). Like their
white counterparts, these women frequently met at one another’s homes, gathering support for the movement.
One example was a meeting at the home of Mrs. Martha Derry, wife of pharmacist John W. Derry, at 1531 Druid
Hill Avenue, where the Afro-American reported that Mr. Glenford Pennington read a paper for the “Woman’s
Progressive Club” explaining why suffrage had been defeated in the east. Both Margaret Hawkins and Estelle
Young were also speakers (Afro-American 1917, 1).

These female leaders advocated for woman’s suffrage and civic uplift activities through other organizations, too,
such as the Maryland Federation of Christian Women, where Margaret Hawkins and Estelle Young spoke in
1915, and the Women’s Cooperative Civic League, of which Margaret Hawkins was vice-president and later
president, and where Estelle Young spoke on suffrage in 1916 (Afro-American 1915b, 1; Afro-American 1916c, 1;
Jones 2018). The National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs met in Baltimore in 1916 at Bethel AME
Church, one of the city’s largest and most prominent African American congregations. Many of Baltimore’s most
influential female leaders attended the event, which included an evening symposium on woman’s suffrage
(Afro-American 1916d, 1).

After passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, African American suffragists mobilized to register women to vote.

5
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The Colored Women'’s Suffrage Club held weekly meetings at the YWCA to educate women on how to register to
vote. Estelle Young also organized a branch of the suffrage club in Montgomery County (Afro-American 1920, 8).
Augusta Chissell wrote a recurring column in the Afro-American newspaper called “A Primer for Women Voters”
“for the benefit of women who wish to inform themselves in regard to their newly acquired duties and privileges
as voters and citizens” (Afro-American 1920, 6). The column educated women on how to register and vote,
answering readers’ questions in a matter-of-fact manner. One reader asked: “What good will it do women to
vote?” Chissell wrote, “It will give women power to protect themselves in their persons, property, children,
occupations, opportunities and social relations. It will enable them to get done what ought to be done. ... it will
make all classes of women more nearly equal with men and with each other” (Afro-American 19203, 6).

The work of these African American suffragists was clearly successful. An article in the Sun noted: “... according
to white judges at the negro district registration offices, the negro women went through the process of
registering as though they had studied nothing else for weeks” (The Sun 1920, 24). According to the Afro-
American, black women registered in greater proportion than white women. For approximately every three
black men who registered to vote, two black women registered to vote. In the white community, the proportion
was one white woman to two white men (Afro-American 1920c, 9). Brief descriptions of identified suffrage
leaders follow.

Augusta Lewis Chissell, 1534 Druid Hill Avenue

In her 1973 obituary, the Sun described Augusta Chissell as an “active clubwoman;” however, this description
does not do justice to her broad civic activism and role as suffrage and civil rights leader. She was an officer of
the Colored Women'’s Suffrage Club and a long-time member of the DuBois Circle. She hosted DuBois Circle
meetings in her house, supported the group’s philanthropic and civic improvement efforts, and served as a
member of the executive committee from 1921 to 1935, including the role of executive secretary (The Sun 1973,
A17; Afro-American 1916a, 8; Afro-American 1925b, A3; Loughlin 2019; Jones 2018). Ms. Chissell was a lifetime
member of the NAACP and one of the fourteen founding members of the Baltimore branch of the NAACP
(Loughlin 2019). She was elected fourth vice-president of the Baltimore branch in 1930 (Afro-American 1930b,
19). In 1935, she was head of the special gifts committee in the NAACP’s effort to enroll 5,000 members in
Maryland (Afro-American 1935, 11). In 1939, she was elected vice president of the Baltimore Branch of the
NAACP, serving in that role under president Lillie M. Carroll Jackson through at least 1966 (Afro-American 1939a,
7).

Carrie L. Cook, 526 W. Lanvale Street

Miss Carrie Cook was an active member of the DuBois Circle, serving as chairman of the executive committee in
1915 and president in 1921. She was a teacher at the Colored High School and was involved in Catholic church
causes supporting both St. Peter Claver and St. Barnabas Churches. She was also an active member of the
NAACP (Afro-American 1911d, 8; Afro-American 1915d, 6; Afro-American 1916e, 1; Afro-American 1921a, 10;
Afro-American 1925a, 8).

Erma Bruce Davis, 1821 McCulloh Street

Erma Bruce Davis, wife of Carrington L. Davis, was a leader of a variety of civic organizations, including the
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Colored Women'’s Suffrage Organization. She was a language teacher at the Colored High School at Pennsylvania
Avenue and Dolphin Street, where she met her husband. Carrington L. Davis first taught Greek at Morgan
College and later went on to teach Latin and German at the Colored High School, which later moved to a new
building at Calhoun Street and was renamed Frederick Douglass High School. He eventually became vice-
principal of the school. In 1933, he became principal of Dunbar High School. The Davises were married in 1915,
and likely moved into the house at 1821 McCulloh Street house shortly thereafter. The house was the site of
club meetings and social affairs. A guest list for a reception hosted by the Carrington’s in 1928 reads like a
“who’s who” of influential African Americans in Baltimore, including educators, attorneys, activists, and religious
leaders, illustrating how interconnected the community was. The guest list included fellow suffragists Augusta
Chissell, Margaret Hawkins, and Estelle Young (Afro-American 1928, 11). Ms. Davis continued to live in the house
until her death in 1960 (Coleman 1918-19; Afro-American 1959, 18; Phillips 1960, 16; Afro-American 1939b, 9;
Afro-American 1959, 18).

In 1915, Ms. Davis presided over a mass meeting of the Women’s Suffrage Organization at Grace Presbyterian
Church. The following year, she was listed as chair of the organization’s executive committee (Afro-American
1915a, 1). During World War |, she participated in the National Food Conservation Campaign with other suffrage
leaders Margaret Hawkins, Augusta Chissell, and Estelle Young (Afro-American 1917, A2). She was also “chief
hostess” for the War Camp Community Service Club for Colored Soldiers and Sailors at St. Mary’s Hall in 1918 (
Afro-American 1918, 1). She was a founder of Baltimore’s Epsilon Omega Chapter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorority, hosting the first meeting in her home (Phillips 1960, 16). Ms. Davis was elected to the board of the
Baltimore YWCA in 1942 with Margaret Hawkins (Afro-American 1942, 24). By 1951, she was the president of
the Maryland League of Women’s Clubs and was still supporting woman voters. She presided over a luncheon
featuring Mrs. Wilson Wing, president of the Baltimore League of Women Voters encouraging club women to be
savvy about modern politics (Afro-American 1951, 13).

Martha Derry, 1531 Druid Hill Avenue

Not much is known about Martha Derry other than that she hosted a meeting of the women’s suffrage
organization. In 1908, her pharmacist husband Dr. John W. Derry and Dr. Edward V. Stokes purchased the
former drugstore of H. C. Spetzler on Druid Hill Avenue near Oxford Street (demolished) and renamed the store
Stokes and Derry Pharmacy (Afro-American 1909a, 8; Coleman 1917-18; 1920 Census).

Minnie L. Gaines, 1522 McCulloh Street

Minnie Gaines was married to Rev. Dr. Abraham L. Gaines, a leader in the AME church, who served as pastor at
Bethel, Waters, and Trinity AME Churches. She moved to Baltimore from Georgia circa 1903 and quickly became
involved in a variety of social and civic causes, including the Women’s Mite Missionary Society of the AME
Church. She was a member of the DuBois Circle, serving as its president multiple times. She was also involved in
the Women’s Cooperative Civic League, Day Nursery, Federation of Women’s Clubs, and the Equal Suffrage
League according to a profile in the Afro-American (Black 1916, 2). They lived on the east side of town in the
second decade of the twentieth century at 1016 Linden Avenue and 427 Aisquith Street, but they moved to
1522 McCulloh Street circa 1919, which was listed as the parsonage for Trinity AME Church. Mrs. Gaines lived in
that house until her death in 1954 (Coleman 1914-15, 1916-17, 1920-21; Afro-American 1954, 20).



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
expiration date 03/31/2026

United States Department of the Interior Old West Baltimore Historic District (B-1373)

Baltimore City, Maryland

National Register of Historic Places County and State
Continuation Sheet NR Referencs Namber

Sarah Elizabeth Fernandis, 1912 Druid Hill Avenue

Sarah Elizabeth Fernandis was married to T. Evans Fernandis, who owned his own barber shop. She was a
member of the DuBois Circle, serving as treasurer in 1915 (Afro-American 1915b, 6). An article in the Afro-
American describes her as a “club worker and civic leader;” she was also a member of the YWCA finance
committee (Afro-American 1933, 12). The couple lived at the Druid Hill Avenue house since at least 1910, and
Sarah remained there until her death in 1944 (Afro-American 1910d, 8). Sarah Elizabeth Fernandis should not be
confused with Sarah Collins Fernandis, who was a social worker and leader of the Women’s Cooperative Civic
League. The two were likely related by marriage.

Margaret Briggs Gregory Hawkins, 1532 Druid Hill Avenue

Margaret Hawkins was born in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, attended preparatory school at Howard University,
and studied history at St. Augustine College in North Carolina and Boston University. She moved to Baltimore in
1903 to teach at the Colored High School, where she met her future husband, Mason Hawkins. By at least 1910,
they were living at 1532 Druid Hill Avenue (MSA MWHOF; The Sun, 1969, A15; MSA BCLR SCL 2520/407).
Margaret became involved in a variety of civic and civil rights organizations. She was a founder of the DuBois
Circle and was the organization’s first president, serving in that role from 1906 to 1913. She often hosted
organization meetings at her house (Afro-American 1960, 16; Jones 2018; Afro-American 1912, 8). In 1913, she
became a member of the executive committee of the Baltimore branch of the NAACP, and, in 1926, she was
elected to the executive committee of the Baltimore Urban League. She was a longtime leader and supporter of
the YWCA, originally located at 1200 Druid Hill Avenue. Ms. Hawkins served as the chair of various YWCA
committees at the Druid Hill Avenue Branch, including public affairs, education, and health and sanitation, as
well as chair of the board of managers. In 1943, she became the first black woman to serve on the executive
board of the YWCA Central Branch (The Sun 1941, 5; Afro-American 1913b, 4; Afro-American 1926, 12; Afro-
American 1943, 20; Jones 2018). In addition, she supported the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA). In
1909, she was appointed assistant secretary of the Ladies Crescent Aid Association, an auxiliary to the YMCA
(Afro-American 1909b, 4).

Ms. Hawkins was a member of the ladies’ auxiliary to the Morgan College in 1909, and by 1921 was serving as
the president of the Cooperative Women’s Civic League. In addition, she was a member of the Maryland
Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs and the Maryland Federation of Christian Women. She was the first black
woman appointed to the board of the Maryland Training School for Colored Girls (later part of the Montrose
School for Girls) in Reisterstown, serving two six-year terms between 1933 and 1945. She was also a member of
St. James Episcopal Church, the Fortnightly Whist Club, and the S.S.S. Embroidery Club, often hosting club
meetings at her home (Afro-American 1909c, 4; Coleman 1920-21; Afro-American 1927, 5; Afro-American 19303,
A12; The Sun, 1969, A15; Thompson and Jones 2021; MSA MWHOF).

Katherine Bertha Hurst, 1808 McCulloh Street

K. Bertha Hurst was married to the Rev. John Hurst, who served at Waters AME church, and later became a
bishop. By 1913 they were living at 1808 McCulloh Street. Bertha was a member of DuBois Circle and the
Women'’s Cooperative Civic League, where she served as treasurer in 1915 with Margaret Hawkins, vice-
president, and Augusta Chissell, chair of the smoke abatement committee (Afro-American 1915c, 1). She was
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president of the Mite Missionary Society of the AME Church and involved in the YWCA and the Maryland
Training School for Girls (Afro-American 1959, 18; Afro-American 19133, 8).

Sarah R. Jackson, 618 N. Caroline Street (demolished)

Miss Sarah R. Jackson was a DuBois Circle member, inducted in 1907, and involved in the YWCA and Bethel AME
Church, where she was a Sunday School teacher. She was a teacher at Paul Laurence Dunbar School No. 101 and
lived outside the district at 618 N. Caroline Street but attended many events and participated in organizations
within the district (Coleman 1916-17). Like other suffrage leaders, she also accepted a position of vice president
of the NAACP in 1913 (Afro-American 1913b, 2; Hay-Chatterjee).

Anne “Annie” E. Smith, 412 Freemont Avenue and 1203 Harlem Avenue (both demolished)

Miss Anne “Annie” E. Smith was listed as treasurer of the Woman'’s Suffrage Organization in the 1915 Coleman
Colored Professional, Clerical and Business Directory, but she was also involved in a variety of other civic causes
in Old West Baltimore. She graduated from the Baltimore Colored High and Technical School in June 1902 (Afro-
American 1902, 4). By 1904, she was teaching at the school, which was at the time located at Dolphin Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue. That summer she took classes at Howard University (Afro-American 1904a, 4), and later
that fall she spoke about her work at St. James P.E. Church at a large interracial meeting of women engaged in
benevolent activities throughout the city. Estelle Young, who would later lead the Woman’s Suffrage
Organization, gave the welcome address at Sharp Street Church (Afro-American 1904b, 5). In 1908, she earned a
shorthand certificate from the Rochester Business Institute (Afro-American 1908, 5).

The 1916-17 edition of the Coleman Colored Professional, Clerical and Business Directory featured a profile of
Miss Smith, describing her as a “a native Marylander and product of the Baltimore Public School system. Miss
Smith is an active worker along all lines for public good. This fact is attested to by her ardent and effective work
in our charitable and social service organizations” (Coleman 1916-17, 95). In 1905, she was the corresponding
secretary for the Alumni Association of the Baltimore City High School (Afro-American 1905, 8), and between
1912 and 1916, she was the corresponding secretary for the Day Nursery Association for Colored Children
(Coleman 1916-17, 73). In October 1910, she was elected secretary of a new literary and debating society at
Grace Presbyterian Church. This first meeting included a paper by attorney W. Ashbie Hawkins on “Race
Segregation and Its Meaning” and a discussion of the West segregation ordinance (Afro-American 1910b, 4). She
was secretary of the Baltimore Educational Association in 1911, and was also a member of the DuBois Circle,
Fresh Air Circle, and involved with St. James Church. A 1913 article about a mass meeting of the NAACP notes
that Annie Smith was among the “prominent citizens” who were asked to serve as vice presidents of the
organization (Afro-American 1911a, 3; Afro-American 1911b, 8).) Miss Smith and Margaret Hawkins also led a
girls’ club at the YWCA (Afro-American 1915c, 2).

She served on a committee to stimulate interest in improving the health of black people, including prevention
and care of tuberculosis patients, with Margaret Hawkins and Augusta Chissell and Estelle Young’s husband, Dr.
Howard E. Young, as well as other civil rights leaders such as Sarah Collins Fernandis (Afro-American 1915f, 7).
They held a conference and exhibit at Bethel AME Church that was so successful, they formed the Maryland
Colored Public Health Association Conference to continue the work, meeting at Osler Hall, the headquarters of
the Medical and Chirurgical Society (B-1507), which was often the site of mass meetings for women’s suffrage
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hosted by white women. Annie Smith was elected secretary of the new organization (Afro-American 1915d, 1).
S. Jane Waller, 1402 Druid Hill Avenue

Mrs. S. Jane Waller was active in many social and civic organizations. She was the first secretary of the DuBois
Circle, a member of the executive committee of the YMCA, and a member of the board of Lady Managers of
Provident Hospital. She was involved in various women’s auxiliaries to Masonic organizations, including the
Electra Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star and the Daughters of Isis, an auxiliary to the Mystic Shriners. Her
husband, A. T. Waller was a prominent mason and salesman for Castleberg Brothers (Afro-American 1910c, 8).

Estelle Hall Young, 1100 Druid Hill Avenue (demolished)

Estelle Young moved to Baltimore in 1905, where she married Dr. Howard E. Young, a pharmacist who ran the
first African American owned and operated pharmacy in the city. She was a member of the DuBois Circle and
was involved in many other civic and social organizations, including the Maryland Federation of Colored Women
and the NAACP. She was president of the Baltimore Women'’s Suffrage Club upon its founding in 1915 (Brooks).

Period of Significance

The period of significance for the district as it relates to the Woman’s Suffrage Movement begins in 1911, with
the first documented meeting of the DuBois Circle regarding the topic of suffrage, and continues to 1920 with
the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment and subsequent voter education and registration drives.

Integrity

Despite several waves of late twentieth and early twenty-first century redevelopment and demolition within the
district, the historic district retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance as Baltimore's premier late-
nineteenth and twentieth-century historic African American community and center of woman’s suffrage
activism. The majority of buildings associated with woman’s suffrage are extant and still occupied.

Conclusion

The Old West Baltimore Historic District is significant as a historic district under the Maryland Woman’s Suffrage
Movement Multiple Property Submission Form. It is significant for its concentration of sites associated with
notable individuals, organizations, and events related to the effort to enact woman'’s suffrage legislation,
enabling women to vote. It is closely associated with individuals and events of the woman’s suffrage movement
and retains its overall appearance from its period of significance.
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Photo 4 of 8: Martha Derry House, 1531 Druid Hill Avenue, southwest fagade, facing east
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Photo 6 of 8: Sarah Elizabeth Fernandis House, 1912 Druid Hill Avenue, northeast facade, facing south
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Photo 7 of 8: Katherine Bertha Hurst House, 1808 McCulloh Street, northeast elevation, facing southwest
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Photo 8 of 8: S. Jane Waller House, 1402 Druid Hill Avenue, northeast facade ad northwest elevation, facing west
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The Old West Baltimore Historic District was listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in December 2004. In
2019, an NRHP Multiple Property Documentation Form, Civil Rights in Baltimore, Maryland: 1831-1976, was completed.
This amendment was completed in 2020 as part of a project to document sites associated with the Civil Rights Movement in
Baltimore based on the 2019 context. The district meets the registration requirements for the Historic District property type
outlined in the MPDF. While the 2004 NRHP form for Old West Baltimore extensively documents the historic development
of the district and the buildings within it, it does not discuss in detail the significant people, sites and activities associated
with the Civil Rights Movement. The additional documentation amends the current nomination to add Social History — Civil
Rights as an area of significance under Criterion A under the Segregation and the Fourteenth Amendment (1885-1929) and
The Great Depression and World War Il (1930-1965) historic contexts.

7. DESCRIPTION

Old West Baltimore is a large, approximately 175-block area northwest of downtown Baltimore roughly bounded by Fulton
Street to the west, North Avenue to the north, Madison Avenue to the east, and Dolphin Street, Hoffman Street, Fremont
Avenue, and Franklin Street to the south. It consists of a group of neighborhoods now known as Madison Park, Upton,
Druid Heights, Harlem Park, and Sandtown Winchester. While primarily composed of rowhouses, there are also religious and
institutional buildings scattered throughout the district, as well as a commercial area along Pennsylvania Avenue. Individuals
and organizations of varying levels of significance associated with the Civil Rights Movement were located throughout the
Old West Baltimore Historic District. Described below are some of the most significant properties associated with the Civil
Rights Movement.

Harry Sythe Cummings Residence, 1318 Druid Hill Avenue

The circa-1885 Harry Sythe Cummings residence is on the southwest side of Druid Hill Avenue in the middle of a mixed-use
block. The property is several houses northwest of Bethel AME Church. Across the street to the northeast is Henry H.
Garnet Park and the 1870 Home of the Friendless (B-2968), a former orphanage. The Victorian Queen Anne—style rowhouse
is built to the lot line and is separated from the street by a concrete sidewalk. The three-story, two-bay rowhouse is
constructed of red brick and has a mansard roof with slate shingles. The entrance in the southeastern bay is accessed by a
flight of marble steps with metal railings on both sides. The entrance has a rectangular transom under a brick segmented
arch. The paired metal doors with single square lights are covered by a metal mesh security door. The northwestern bay
contains a two-story, three-sided projecting bay. Windows in the bay are wood one-over-one with lambs-tongue stops and
rusticated stone sills and lintels. The full-height, first-story windows have a wood transom and are covered by metal security
bars. Between the first and second story are panels of decorative brickwork. The second-story window in the southeastern
bay is wood one-over-one with lambs-tongue stops, a rusticated stone sill, and brick segmented-arch lintel. The
southeastern bay of the third story has a shallow wall dormer with a shed roof and multi-pane window with wood
surround. The northwestern bay in the third story has a much larger wall dormer with a gabled pediment. There are paired
wood windows topped by a single transom and rusticated stone lintel. Slate singles are within the pediment. The raised
basement is faced in rusticated stone and has window openings in each side of the bay that are covered in plywood. The
southwestern (rear) elevation faces an alley and a parking lot for Bethel AME Church. The rear is covered in vinyl siding and
contains several one-over-one windows. A concrete-block wall encloses the rear yard with a large American elm tree that
was planted on the seventh birthday of Harry S. Cummings’s son (Pousson 2018c).

Amelia and Harvey Johnson Residence, 1923 Druid Hill Avenue

The circa-1905 Amelia and Harvey Johnson Residence is on the northeast side of Druid Hill Avenue in the middle of a block
that is entirely occupied by rowhouses. The house is built to the lot line and is separated from the street by a concrete
sidewalk. The three-story, three-bay rowhouse has been covered in formstone, but the original bracketed Italianate-style
cornice remains. The arched entrance in the northwestern bay is accessed by a flight of marble steps. There is an arched
transom over an area of wood infill and a metal storm door with security grates. First floor windows are vinyl one-over-one
topped with a transom; they rest on a marble sill. The second- and third-story windows are vinyl one-over-one. The 2
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exposed basement is clad in marble and has two square fixed-pane windows. The basement and first-floor windows are
covered by metal mesh security grates. The lot extends to Stoddard Alley where there is a rear yard with grass lined by a
concrete-block wall at the alley. On the northeast (rear) elevation there one and two-story frame additions and a metal fire
escape.

Warner T. McGuinn Residence, 1911 Division Street

The circa-1885 Warner T. McGuinn Residence is on the northeast side of Division Street in the middle of a block that is
entirely occupied by rowhouses. There are now grass-covered lots at the northeast and southwest corners of Division and
Robert Street where rowhouses once stood. The house is built to the lot line and is separated from the street by a concrete
sidewalk. The two-story, three-bay rowhouse is constructed of running-bond brick. The cornice has been enclosed with
horizontal aluminum siding that likely hides an Italianate-style cornice similar to other houses on the block. The entrance in
the northwestern bay is accessed by three marble steps with a metal handrail. There is a six-panel metal door with two
small lights topped by a large rectangular transom. The door is surrounded by a band of projecting brick and the transom
has an elaborate segmented-arch brick surround set in a stepped pattern. Windows are vinyl one-over-one. First-story
windows have marble sills and are covered with security bars. Second-story windows have brick sills. The raised basement
has two segmented-arch openings with rectangular sliding vinyl windows; the windows are covered with a mesh metal
security grate. The rear yard is accessed via an alley off Etting Street and faces a vacant lot that once housed small alley
houses.

George W. F. McMechen Residence, 1834 McCulloh Street

The circa-1885 George W. F. McMechen Residence is on the southwest side of McCulloh Street near the northwest corner
of the block that is predominantly occupied by rowhouses. The house is built to the lot line and is separated from the street
by a concrete sidewalk. The three-story, three-bay rowhouse is constructed of running-bond brick painted red. The original
Italianate-style bracketed wood cornice remains. The entrance in the northwestern bay is accessed by stone steps with a
metal handrail. There is a wood door with a large single light above two wood panels. Above the door is a large rectangular
transom that is surmounted by a segmented-brick arch and band of small pointed bricks. To the side of the transom is a
stepped-brick surround. Windows are vinyl one-over-one. First-story windows have painted stone sills with stepped-brick
detailing below. Above is a segmented arch with a brick soldier course topped by a row of small pointed bricks. Second-
story windows have painted stone sills supported by brick corbels. Above is a segmented arch with a brick soldier course
topped by a row of small pointed bricks. Third-story windows have painted stone sills and a segmented arch with a brick
soldier course. A painted stone belt course runs between the first story and the basement. There are two basement
windows with segmented arches—one window has rectangular one-over-one sash, while the other has sliding sash. The
rear yard faces the house at 421 Robert Street.

Juanita Jackson and Clarence Mitchell Jr. Residence, 1324 Druid Hill Avenue

The circa-1885 Juanita Jackson and Clarence Mitchell Jr. Residence is on the southwest side of Druid Hill Avenue in the
middle of a mixed-use block that contains an eclectic mix of Victorian rowhouse designs. The property is several houses
northwest of Bethel AME Church and the Harry S. Cummings residence. Across the street to the northeast is Henry H.
Garnet Park and the 1870 Home of the Friendless (B-2968), a former orphanage. The Victorian Queen Anne—style rowhouse
house is built to the lot line and is separated from the street by a concrete sidewalk. The three-story, two-bay rowhouse is
constructed of running-bond red brick and has a wood cornice over a band of patterned brick. The entrance in the
southeastern bay is accessed by a flight of marble steps. The entrance has a rectangular transom under a brick segmented
arch. The door is covered with plywood. The northwestern bay contains a two-story, rounded bay constructed with header
bricks. There are three window opening on each floor that are covered with plywood. The first-story windows have
rusticated stone sills and are topped by a rusticated stone belt course that serves as a lintel for the windows. The second-
story windows have rusticated stone sills and lintels. The bay is topped with a deeply projecting metal cornice. The third
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story has two openings with rusticated stone sills and segmented-arch lintels set with two rows of header-course bricks.
The southeastern window is covered in plywood and the northwestern opening is empty. The raised basement is faced in
rusticated stone and has three window openings in the bay that are covered in plywood. The southwestern (rear) elevation
faces an alley and a parking lot for Bethel AME Church. The property suffered a roof collapse circa 2009 and all interior
material was removed (Google Street View). In 2013, Baltimore City stabilized the roof and rebuilt the rear wall of the
building in concrete block (Baltimore Heritage 2018f).

Congressman Parren Mitchell Residence, 1805 Madison Avenue

The circa-1886 Parren Mitchell Residence is an elaborate Queen Anne-style rowhouse on the northeast side of Madison
Avenue near the southeast corner of the block that is solely occupied by rowhouses. The rowhouse is built to the lot line
and is separated from the street by a concrete sidewalk. The three-story, two-bay rowhouse is constructed of red brick and
has a wood cornice over a band of uneven brick corbels with brick brackets. A projecting brick belt course runs above the
third-story windows and diamond-shaped decorative terra-cotta tiles are centered in each bay between the belt course and
the corbels. The arched entrance in the northwest bay is accessed by a steep flight of painted stone steps with a metal
railing. The opening is surrounded by an inner course of beaded bricks surrounded by an exterior soldier course of bricks
The multi-light arched transom tops paired wood doors with single foliate-carved panels. Metal light sconces are to either
side of the entry. Above the entrance is a band of three square decorative terra-cotta tiles with floral and foliate designs.
The second-story of the northwest bay has a vinyl one-over-one window with a stone sill and brick segmented-arch lintel.
Above this window is a panel with soldier course bricks set at a forty-five degree angle, creating a sawtooth pattern. A brick
belt course runs between the second and third stories, intersecting with the stone sill of the third-story window. This
window is also one-over-one vinyl with a brick segmented-arch lintel.

The southeast bay is more elaborate and is set between brick pilasters that terminate in brick brackets, which support the
wood cornice. The first story has an arched opening with a patterned brick lintel supported by brick pilasters. The opening
rests on a painted stone sill and contains paired one-over-one vinyl windows separated by a vinyl-covered wood panel.
Above is the original multi-pane arched transom resting on a narrow carved wood panel. Over the first-story windows is a
band of five square terra-cotta panels with alternating foliate designs. The second-story has a segmented-arch opening set
within brick pilasters and topped with a projecting brick pediment. The paired vinyl one-over-one windows sit on a smooth
stone sill and have a decorative wood panel above; a vinyl-covered wood panel is between the windows. The pediment has
brick returns. Inside the pediment, bricks are set at a 45-degree angle, creating a triangular area with a sawtooth pattern.
The third story has a segmented-arch opening set between the brick pilasters. The paired windows are vinyl one-over-one
and have the original wood panel in between. The windows rest on a stone sill and are topped by a decorative wood panel.

A painted stone belt course runs between the first story and basement. The basement contains a segmented-arch opening
with paired windows separated by a wood panel. A decorative arched wood panel is between the windows and the brick
lintel. The two-light windows are covered with a metal mesh security grate. The northeast (rear) elevation faces Morris
Street. A wood board and lattice fence separates the rear yard from the ally. The rear elevation has a brick two-story wing
extending to the northeast. On the first floor it has two bays—one with one-over-one vinyl window and one with a three-
horizontal-light door topped by a transom. The second story has a three-sided projecting bay covered in vinyl siding. There
is a glass door flanked by single fixed-pane windows. The third story has three vinyl one-over-one windows with soldier-
course lintels.

YMCA Druid Hill Avenue Branch, 1609 Druid Hill Avenue

The 1918 Druid Hill Avenue branch of the YMCA is on the northeast side of Druid Hill Avenue in the middle of a mixed-use
block that contains Italianate-style rowhouses and Trinity Baptist Church. The facility consists of two four-story brick
buildings that are essentially T-shaped. The northernmost building was constructed in 1918. The Colonial Revival-style
building has five bays on the first story and seven irregularly spaced bays on the upper levels of its southwest facade. It has
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Flemish-bond brick and a massive limestone cornice with modillions and dentils. The central entrance has a broken
limestone pediment supported by Tuscan columns. “Druid Hill YMCA” is engraved in the entablature. There are paired
metal-and-glass doors, topped by a rounded awning, that provide entry to the building. A flagpole hangs over the entrance
between the second and third stories. The remaining four bays have recessed arched openings lined with a brick soldier
course. Windows are four-light, fixed-pane vinyl units, and a low metal railing runs in front. Limestone belt courses run
between the first and second and third and fourth stories. Second-story windows are one-over-one and have limestone
sills and jack-arch lintels with prominent limestone keystones. Third-story windows have limestone sills and jack-arch lintels
without keystones. The fourth-story windows are shorter, but still one-over-one. They are placed directly above the belt
course and have jack arch lintels. Between the windows are panels with bricks laid in a geometric pattern; diamond-shaped
limestone insets are at the center of the panels. A wide limestone belt course runs between the first story and the
basement. Below it are bands of four fixed-pane windows in each bay. There is a limestone sill and the windows are
covered with metal security bars.

The southern building, built between 1949 and 1950, is slightly recessed, but attached to, the northern building. Its design
is similar to the original building, but the detailing is relatively sparse. The Flemish-bond brick building has six bays on the
first story and seven evenly spaced bays on the upper stories. The entrance is in the second bay and contains a simple
limestone entablature supported by pilasters. There is a metal-and-glass door topped by a large transom. The remaining
five bays have segmented-arch openings with four-light, fixed-pane vinyl windows and a low metal railing in front.
Limestone belt courses run between the first and second and third and fourth stories. Second- and third-story windows are
one-over-one and have limestone sills and jack-arch lintels. The fourth-story windows are shorter, but still one-over-one.
They are placed directly above the belt course and do not have lintels. A narrow limestone cornice runs above the fourth
story and is topped with a brick parapet. A wide limestone belt course runs between the first story and the basement.
Below is a rectangular fixed-pane window in each bay with a header-brick sill. The windows are covered with metal security
grates.

The southeast elevation consists of a solid brick wall. The northwest elevation abuts the building directly to the northwest.
The northeast (rear) elevation backs onto Stoddard Alley and consists of a variety of window and door openings.

YWCA Madison Avenue Branch, 1912 Madison Avenue

The circa-1885 Madison Avenue branch of the YWCA is on the southwest side of Madison Avenue in the middle of a mixed-
use block that contains Queen Anne—style rowhouses, a park, a telephone company building, and the former Baltimore
Hebrew Congregation Synagogue (B-3702). The building is constructed to the lot line and is separated from the street by a
concrete sidewalk. The facility consists of a four-story, Second Empire—style brick building with a mansard roof. The nine-
bay building is entered through a circa-1945, Colonial Revival-style pedimented entrance in the sixth and seventh bays on
the first story. The entrance is accessed by two flights of marble stairs with metal railings that meet in a middle landing
before the paired doors with single, fixed-pane lights. Above the door is a leaded-glass fanlight and an arched wooden
surround with a prominent keystone. The door is surrounded by a dentiled and modillioned pediment supported by lonic
columns. Lights sconces flank the doors. First-story windows are full height with a marble sill. Second- and third-story
windows are smaller and also have marble sills; all are one-over-one. The fourth-story has six clipped gable-front dormers
with five-sided upper sash windows. The mansard roof is slate. A marble belt course runs between the first story and the
basement. The basement is faced in marble and has seven openings with a variety of windows including one-over-ones
with mesh metal security grates and fixed sash. The northwesternmost bay has stairs leading to a basement door.

The northwest elevation does not have any fenestration. The southwest (rear) elevation is stuccoed on the basement and
first stories and has brick on the remaining stories. It contains a variety of windows, mostly one-over-one vinyl. There is a
solid brick addition that likely houses a stair and/or elevator. The southeast elevation also has a variety of windows. There is
an asphalt parking lot southwest of the building that is accessed from Tiffany Alley.
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Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church (B-2963), 508-516 Dolphin Street

The 1898 Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church and Community House was individually listed in the NRHP in
1982 and appears substantially similar to when first documented. The massive granite Gothic Revival building is on the
northwest corner of Dolphin and Etting Streets. The building is constructed to the lot line and is separated from the street
by a concrete sidewalk. It has sharply pitched gables on both the northeast and southeast elevations that contain a large
central arched stained-glass window flanked by smaller stained-glass windows; all the windows have stone Gothic-inspired
window hoods. A quatrefoil window is in the gable end. One-over-one windows are at the ground level under the arched
window and are covered in mesh metal security grates. The entrance is via a square parapeted corner tower. The northeast
and southeast elevations of the tower are identical. The first story contains ogee-arched openings with paired wood-and-
glass doors accessed via granite steps. “Sharp Street Memorial” is engraved in the stone above the doors. The second story
has a Gothic-arched opening with leaded glass windows. Above are two small Gothic-arched windows and a smaller square
window. At the top of the tower are paired Gothic-arched traceried openings with louvers. Buttresses line all corners of the
tower. Three-story bays are at the southwest and northwest corners. They contain paired doors on the first story, an
arched window with Gothic window hoods on the second, and two rectangular windows on the third.

The associated Community House at 1206—1210 Etting Street, northwest of the church, is a four-story, five-bay 1921
Georgian Revival-influenced brick structure, with white brick accents at the basement, quoins, lintels and sills. The
elaborate limestone entranceway supports a second-story balcony accessed by paired windows; the entry contains paired
metal-and-glass doors. The central bay has paired one-over-one windows, while the remaining bays have single one-over-
one windows. A solid limestone or concrete band is at the roof where a metal cornice once existed. Above are three brick
pillars connected by clear railing. The northeasternmost bay has a fifth-story that provides access to the rooftop.

Bethel AME Church (B-123), 1300 Druid Hill Avenue

Bethel AME Church is a large Gothic Revival church constructed in 1868 on the southwest corner of Druid Hill Avenue and
West Lanvale Street. The rusticated-marble building contains a projecting five-story bell tower with spire at the southeast
corner. The northeast corner has a square three-story tower with crenellation at the top. The fagade faces northeast and
has a projecting central gable-front entrance topped with a stone cross. Within the gable are recessed paired metal-and-
glass doors topped by a stained-glass fanlight. Flanking the entrance are two arched stained-glass windows set within
Gothic openings. The second story of the central section has a slightly recessed segmented-arched area within which are
seven arches of varying sizes. The central arch is the largest and contains a stained-glass window. The second and sixth
arches are smaller and also contain stained-glass windows. The remaining arches are the smallest and are filled with
rusticated marble. In the gable end is a small rose window. The buttressed southeast corner tower has two small
rectangular stained-glass windows on the first story, two taller rectangular stained-glass windows on the second story, and
paired stained-glass windows set within arched openings on the third story. The fourth story has a four-bay arcade with
blind openings. The fifth story also has a four-bay arcade, but the openings are filled with louvers. Centered above is an oval
rose window. An octagonal spire rises from the top of the tower. The northeast tower has a small rectangular window on
the first story and paired stained-glass windows set within arched openings on the second and third stories. All stained-
glass windows in the towers have geometric designs.

The southwest elevation faces West Lanvale Street and has seven bays with buttresses between them. The westernmost
bay has a projecting gable front with an arched central entrance with paired doors topped by a fanlight and flanked by two
arched windows. The second story has four stained-glass windows set within a large arched opening; above is a small rose
window. The second through sixth bays are two stories tall and have paired stained-glass windows set within arched
openings on both levels, except for the first story of the second bay, which has paired doors topped by a fanlight. The
seventh bay is in the projecting southeast tower. Concrete stairs and a concrete accessibility ramp with metal railing lead
to an arched opening with recessed paired doors topped by a fanlight. The second story has two arched stained-glass
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windows with a rose window above, all set within a gable-front projection. The third story has paired stained-glass
windows set within an arched opening. The fourth story has a four-bay arcade with blind openings and the fifth story has a
four-bay arcade with louvers in the openings .

Demolished Properties in the District

Several significant sites associated with the Civil Rights Movement have been demolished since the district was originally
designated in 2004. These include Freedom House at 1234 Druid Hill Avenue, which served as offices for the Baltimore
branch of the NAACP in the 1950s and 1960s. The building was demolished by Bethel AME Church in 2015 (Pousson 2018b).
St. Vincent’s Infant Asylum (Carver Hall Apartments) at 1401-1411 Division Street was damaged by fire in 2015 and illegally
demolished without a permit in 2018. The building, constructed between 1860 and 1910, provided housing and services to
dependent women and children (Pousson 2018). In addition, several hundred rowhouses throughout the district were
demolished in the second decade of the twenty-first century under various city, state and local housing and “blight
eradication” programs, including Project CORE (Creating Opportunities for Renewal and Enterprise) (Chrabascz 2013; Archer
2016 and 2017).
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Old West Baltimore’s history is inextricably entwined with white efforts to segregate black housing, businesses, and
institutions, and black efforts to fight these discriminatory practices. A confluence of events led to dramatic political and
social changes in the city during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that resulted in the residential
segregation of black residents and the creation of segregated black neighborhoods. White, mostly German, immigrants
moved to new suburban developments further from downtown, leaving older rowhouse neighborhoods and thereby
creating new housing opportunities for black residents and institutions. Immigration from rural areas in Maryland and the
south swelled the black population, and various public and private investments displaced existing residents, many of whom
found a new home in Old West Baltimore. The remaining white residents used racially restrictive covenants and housing
segregation ordinances, as well as violent acts to prevent the flow of black residents into the neighborhood. This
discrimination against black residents, in Old West Baltimore and throughout the city, only accelerated after the 1896
Plessy v. Ferguson decision that established the “separate but equal” doctrine. In response, African Americans advocated
for equal treatment through education, lawsuits, and direct action.

Prior to the late nineteenth century, black Baltimoreans lived throughout the city, mostly in smaller alley houses,
surrounded by larger homes occupied by whites. No ward had a population that was more than one-third black. After the
Civil War, however, the black population of the city increased, fueled by migration from rural areas in Maryland as well as
from other southern states. In addition, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad expanded its facilities at Camden Station, resulting in
the demolition of over 200 black-occupied dwellings. The destruction of over fifteen hundred buildings in the Great
Baltimore Fire of 1904, and the city’s subsequent work to widen downtown streets also contributed to the displacement of
black residents in the city center. Overcrowded conditions and poor sanitation encouraged wealthier blacks to relocate to
available homes in Old West Baltimore, where the racial demographics were changing (Olsen 1991, 57-9; Pousson and
Diehlmann 2019, 53-4).

Old West Baltimore was established after the Civil War as an elite suburb of the rapidly growing city and was primarily
occupied by German immigrants, with some African Americans living in smaller houses along alleys, such as Etting Street,
Shields Place, Vincent Alley and Parrish Alley. The new neighborhood included prominent focal points such as Lafayette
Square and Harlem Park. Between 1892 and 1905, all the major German Jewish synagogues moved to the area bounded by
Lanvale Street, Park Avenue, North Avenue and McCulloh Street. Prior to the 1910s and 1920s, the population of the
neighborhood was largely segregated white, with many areas enforcing segregation through deed restrictions, local
legislation and even physical attacks on black families that attempted to move into the neighborhood. By the early
twentieth century, the area was built out and could not complete with the detached, single-family houses and modern
amenities found in new residential suburbs such as Ten Hills (circa 1909) and Hunting Ridge (circa 1920s) that were easily
accessible to downtown by new electric streetcars. This reduced demand for housing in Old West Baltimore provided an
opportunity for black households to move into previously segregated neighborhoods (Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 61-2;
Shoken 2004, 8.4-5; Baltimore Heritage 2018c; Baltimore Heritage, 2018h).

The population shift was rapid and often fraught with racial strife as the remaining white residents fought the arrival of new
black residents. Passage of a series of segregated housing ordinances beginning in 1910 attempted to keep the area
segregated, but black attorneys living in neighborhood, including W. Ashbie Hawkins and George McMechen, fought to
overturn the ordinances. Despite being ultimately being ruled illegal by the Supreme Court in 1917, the segregated housing
ordinances had a lasting imprint on where blacks in the city lived. Other new suburbs, such as those developed by the
Roland Park Company, included racially restrictive covenants that prohibited blacks, and often Jewish people, from living in
those neighborhoods. With the rare exception of neighborhoods such as Morgan Park and Wilson Park near Morgan State
College, and Day Village in Dundalk, developers almost never built homes for black buyers. Black residents simply had very
few housing options within the region, and Old West Baltimore was the neighborhood of choice. By 1904, half of the city’s
black population was living in Old West Baltimore. It was a diverse neighborhood housing maids, chauffeurs, cooks, and
laborers, as well as professionals such as dentists, physicians, attorneys, and schoolteachers. The wealthier professional
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residents tended to live in the northern part of the district in the large three-story rowhouses along the major streets like
Druid Hill Avenue and McCulloh Street, while the working class lived in smaller houses like those on Etting Street. The
poorest residents lived in the alley houses in the centers of the blocks, but most of these houses have been demolished.
This concentration of black residents, particularly affluent and well-educated professionals, resulted in Old West
Baltimore’s development as the city’s premier African American neighborhood (Olsen 1991, 59—-61; Baltimore Heritage
2018h; Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 58-60; Wilson 1989, 136).

Churches followed their congregations to the district, beginning with Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist who built a
new building at the northwest corner of Dolphin and Etting Streets in 1898. In 1905, Union Baptist built a new stone Gothic
Revival-style building a block away at 1219 Druid Hill Avenue. Five years later, Bethel AME purchased an existing church
building a block north at 1300 Druid Hill Avenue. A second cluster of significant African American churches developed nearly
two decades later in Lafayette Square. Within a period of six years, four black congregations moved to existing buildings
adjacent to the square. Metropolitan Methodist Church was the first, moving from their original home at Orchard Street in
1928. The following year, St. John’s AME Church moved from its Lexington Street location. St. James Episcopal moved in
1932 from Park Avenue and Preston Street, and Emmanuel Christian Community church relocated in 1934 from Calhoun
Street. This concentration transformed Lafayette Square into a spiritual center for the district’s African American
community. In addition, in 1931, the old State Normal School was converted into the George Washington Carver
Vocational-Technical High School, the first Maryland school to provide vocational training for black students (Baltimore
Heritage 2018h).

Within this small area was a flourishing middle-class African American community whose depth is illustrated by the number
of lawyers, business owners, educators, school administrators, religious leaders, and civic organizations listed in the first
edition of the Colored Business Directory published by Robert W. Coleman in partnership with his wife, Mary Mason,
beginning in 1914. These well-to-do residents gained political power through election to public office, like City Councilmen
Harry Sythe Cummings and Warner McGuinn and Congressman Parren Mitchell; established social institutions, such as the
YMCA, YWCA, and Baltimore branch of the NAACP, which all sought to the improve the lives of black residents; and, started
businesses along Pennsylvania Avenue. Church pastors, like Harvey Johnson at Union Baptist and W. A. C. Hughes at Sharp
Street, were a formidable force for change and used the power of their large congregations to orchestrate a variety of civil
rights activities. Black attorneys, like George W. F. McMechen and Juanita Jackson Mitchell, fought for equality through the
courts, winning major civil-rights victories for black residents (Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 53).

Pennsylvania Avenue became the community's primary commercial street. In this Jim Crow era, many businesses in the
downtown area, including the large department stores and five and dime shops at Howard and Lexington Street as well as
theaters and restaurants, refused or limited service to African Americans. Many of the businesses located on Pennsylvania
Avenue catered to the needs of the black community. Most were still owned by whites, but there were also some African-
American—owned businesses. Some of the white businesses refused to employ African Americans, prompting a 1933 "Buy
Where You Can Work" campaign spearheaded Lillie Carroll Jackson and her daughter Juanita, working with a young
Thurgood Marshall. They recruited hundreds of volunteers to picket business that would not hire black workers. The
campaign came to an unfortunate end when business owners won a lawsuit preventing future protests; however, the effort
was a precursor to successful student protests that would take place downtown and at Northwood Plaza in the 1950s and
1960s (Shoken 2004, 8.8; Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 77).

The population in the district continued to grow. Between 1910 and 1930, the African American population in the area
doubled with most of the growth occurring on the west side of the district between Pennsylvania and Fulton Avenues. By
1940, there were 60,000 African Americans living in the district, comprising 93.5 percent of the population. As more black
men and women moved to the city to work defense jobs during World War I, the district experienced severe overcrowding,
mostly because segregation limited their housing options. This prompted many owners and landlords to convert formerly
single-family houses to multiple apartments. Housing vacancies for units open to black occupancy shrank from 0.8 percent
to 0.1 percent between January 1941 to November 1941. In response to this housing shortage, black residents began to
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move into blocks at the western, northern, and southern edges of the district, but were occasionally met with violence and
vandalism by white neighbors Even more changes came to the neighborhood following the US Supreme Court’s 1948
decision in Shelley v. Kraemer, a landmark decision that ended the legal enforcement of racially restrictive covenants. This
decision significantly expanded access to new houses for black households that could afford the cost of new homes. While
the Housing Act of 1949 expanded access to mortgages for white Baltimoreans, black residents did not have equal access to
these funds. This resulted in the wealthiest black households leaving the district, while the poorer residents remained
(Shoken 2004, 8.7-8; Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 103-4).

Ironically, the successes of the Civil Rights Movement, first by the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision and passage of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act, and ultimately by the passage of the Fair Housing Act in 1968, led to the decline of the district. The
Brown vs. Board of Education decision ended to the "separate but equal" doctrine established over 50 years earlier in Plessy
v. Ferguson. Among other things, the Civil Rights Act confirmed equal access to public accommodations, allowing African
Americans to shop, dine and seek entertainment throughout the city. The Fair Housing Act ended racial discrimination in
housing sales and occupancy, giving middle-class blacks entree to suburban neighborhoods that previously had been off
limits. Pennsylvania Avenue declined as a viable retail and entertainment center and Old West Baltimore became a poor
enclave as residents began to shop and live elsewhere. The city soon designated portions of the district as urban renewal
areas resulting in massive demolition and abandonment in the late 1960s and 1970s (Shoken 2004, 8.12-13; Pousson and
Diehlmann 2019, 144).

Despite disinvestment and decline in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, Old West Baltimore was the largest
and most influential black neighborhood in the city for much of the twentieth century. It housed residents and institutions
that sought equal treatment for black citizens in housing, employment, equal accommodation and more over nearly a
century of advocacy and legal action. The earliest actions were led by church leaders seeking to improve the social, political,
economic, and spiritual conditions in the African American community, such as Harvey Johnson at Union Baptist Church.
They formed schools, started newspapers, and advocated for change. Eventually secular institutions, like the NAACP, were
formed to further civil rights efforts. Using persuasion, the legal system, and direct action, residents of Old West Baltimore
laid the groundwork, through incremental change, for the modern Civil Rights Movement that ultimately resulted in federal
civil rights legislation. A description of several notable sites associated with the Civil Rights Movement in Old West
Baltimore follows.

Harry Sythe Cummings House, 1318 Druid Hill Avenue

Harry S. Cummings was a local African American politician and lawyer. In 1889, he was one of the first two black men to
graduate from the University of Maryland Law School before the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson decision led to the resegregation
of the school. At the age of 26, in 1890, he was the first black person to win an elected office in Baltimore, when he
narrowly won the Baltimore City Council seat for the Eleventh Ward, which had been recently redistricted into area with
more black voters. He was reelected in 1891, but lost his seat in 1892. He won the seat back in 1897 and served three
terms. In 1907, after redistricting, Cummings ran for a seat in the Seventeenth Ward and was elected to a four-year term;
he was reelected to this seat in 1911 and 1915. While not serving on the council, Cummings practiced law, partnering with
Warner T. McGuinn between 1893 and 1895 at an office at 19 East Saratoga Street. Cummings gave a well-received speech
at the Republican National Convention of 1904 in Chicago, seconding the nomination of Theodore Roosevelt for president.
Cummings was an advocate for black residents, particularly in regard to providing improved school facilities for children
(MSA 1998a; Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 53).

Cummings first moved into Old West Baltimore in 1898 where he lived at 1234 Druid Hill Avenue. Cummings lived in that
house until 1911, when he moved up the street into a rowhouse at 1318 Druid Hill Avenue with his wife Blanche Teresa
Conklin and their two children, Louise Virginia and Harry Sythe Cummings Jr. Cummings used the house as a political base
as well as his home. He campaigned for and won re-election to the City Council in 1911 and 1915 while living in the house.
In 1912, he hosted the Seventeenth Ward Organization at his home, where local Republicans endorsed William Howard Taft
for president. Cummings lived in the house until his untimely death at age 51 in 1917 (Pousson 2018b). After his death, his

10



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior Old West Baltimore Historic District (B-1373)

National Park Service Name of Property
Baltimore City, Maryland

National Register of Historic Places Sounty and State
Continuation Sheet NR Reference Number

remains laid in state at Metropolitan M. E. Church (B-1401) on Orchard Street and thousands of people, both white and
black, came to pay their respects. Hundreds of people visited the family at his home where Rev. Leonard Z. Johnson of
Madison Street Presbyterian Church conducted a brief service. At the service, Johnson remarked: “This life is a token and a
proof of Negro possibility in the sphere of life achievement, if given its chances to fulfil itself, and while such Negro
possibility shows there shall none, of right reason, decry the Negro people and race and reuse right and a place of common
human respect and equal opportunity of strong life in the citizen life of the nation” (Pousson 2018c). Blanche Cummings
lived in the house until her death in 1955, and the property remained in family ownership until 2005 (Pousson 2018c).

The house at 1318 Druid Hill Avenue is the last remaining house associated with Cummings’s productive life as a politician.
Cummings’s sister continued to live in his 1234 Druid Hill Avenue house through the 1950s, but this house, later known as
Freedom House for its role as offices of the local NAACP chapter, was demolished by Bethel AME Church in November
2015.

Amelia and Harvey Johnson Residence, 1923 Druid Hill Avenue

Rev. Harvey Johnson was the long-time pastor of Union Baptist Church (B-2965) at 1219 Druid Hill Avenue, serving between
1872 to 1923. Johnson was born into slavery in Fauquier County, Virginia, in 1843. Johnson attended the Wayland
Theological Seminary in Washington, DC, graduating in 1868. He came it Baltimore in 1872 to serve at Union Baptist Church
when it was located at the former Disciples Meeting House on North Street (today known as Guilford Avenue) between
Saratoga and Lexington Streets. The congregation had been formed in 1852, the fifth oldest African American congregation
in Baltimore, and Johnson was its fifth pastor. In 1877, Johnson married writer Amelia Etta Hall, a Canadian whose family
had emigrated to Maryland in 1874, and together they grew the congregation from 268 people in 1872 to over 2,000 in
1885. This large congregation provided a powerful base of support for the Johnsons’ activist work (MSA 1998b; Pousson
and Diehlmann 2019, 42-3). In 1905, the church built a new stone Gothic Revival-style building, financed solely by African
Americans, at 1219 Druid Hill Avenue. This building was listed in the NRHP in 2009 and its history is described in the
nomination form (Goodwin and Wagner 2009). The congregation included many notable civil rights activists, including
Harry S. Cummings, W. Ashby Hawkins, and Warner McGuinn (Baltimore Heritage 2018e).

In 1885, Rev. Johnson founded the Order of Regulators with a group of other Baptist ministers. Two years later, this civil
rights advocacy organization changed its name to the Brotherhood of Liberty. One of the organization’s first campaigns was
to assist then 26-year-old Everett J. Waring in being admitted to the state bar, understanding the importance of black
lawyers to challenging discriminatory policies and unequal treatment for African Americans. By October 1885, they were
successful, making Waring the first black lawyer able to practice in Maryland. Together with Waring and other allies,
Johnson waged a campaign against the state’s prohibition on interracial marriage and discriminatory provisions in the state
bastardy law. The bastardy law entitled unmarried white women to seek financial support from a child’s father but did not
offer the same right to unmarried black women. By threatening to bring a legal test case before the state Supreme Court,
the Brotherhood of Liberty pressured the Maryland state legislature, which in early 1888 updated the law, dropping the
word “white” from state bastardy laws as well as the stated requirements for jury service and admission to the bar. This
strategy of using legal test cases became a model for successful civil-rights activism in the twentieth century—an approach
commonly used by the NAACP.

Rev. Johnson also fought discrimination in the church. In 1892, he spearheaded Union Baptist Church’s withdrawal from the
Maryland Baptist Union Association because of discrimination against black churches, in particular unequal salaries for
black pastors and unequal authority for the black churches belonging to the religious association. In 1898, Rev. Johnson
organized the Colored Baptist Convention of Maryland, giving black Baptist churches their own association (Pousson and
Diehlmann 2019, 54). While the Brotherhood of Liberty appears to have faded from existence by the early twentieth
century, Johnson continued his activism. He became involved in the Niagara Movement, a predecessor to the NAACP, that
was formed by W. E. B. DuBois and William Monroe Trotter. Johnson spoke at the newly formed organization’s 1906
business meeting in Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia (Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 47-8).
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Amelia Johnson was an activist in her own right. She published a monthly literary magazine called The Joy, beginning in
1887, that was meant to encourage black writers and inspire black youth. She also wrote articles for various secular and
religious newspapers, as well as novel for young adults. In 1906, she and a group of other middle-class black women formed
a Baltimore chapter of the DuBois Circle, a women’s auxiliary created to support the Niagara Movement. The group
organized regular meetings where both literature and current issues affecting the city’s black residents were discussed.
Literary societies such as this played a meaningful role in sharing political opinions, providing mutual aid for black
neighbors, and organizing resistance to Jim Crow laws in Baltimore (MSA 1998b; Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 53). Amelia
Johnson penned an introduction to a book written by Rev. Johnson encouraging black Americans to “search out, examine,
reject and deny the wretched misrepresentations” of black people as inferior (Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 54).

Warner T. McGuinn House, 1911 Division Street

Warner T. McGuinn was a lawyer and civil rights activist who served two terms on the Baltimore City Council. He was born
in November 1859 in Goochland County, Virginia, near Richmond where his parents sent him to public school. McGuinn
then attended Lincoln University in Pennsylvania where he graduated in 1884. Afterward, he studied law at Howard
University in Washington, DC, for two years but finished his degree at Yale University in Connecticut. McGuinn moved to
Baltimore in 1889 and was admitted to the Maryland Bar the following year. Starting in 1893, he worked with Harry S.
Cummings, who was elected Baltimore’s first African American City Councilman in 1890. Around that time, he moved with
his wife Anna L. Wallace and daughter Alma to 1911 Division Street, just six blocks north of Cummings’s house on Druid Hill
Avenue.

McGuinn was a life-long civil rights activist. In 1910, he collaborated with lawyer W. Ashbie Hawkins to overturn Baltimore’s
West housing segregation ordinance, and McGuinn argued against a similar ordinance in federal court in 1917. These
victories prevented Baltimore and other southern cities from passing laws that would segregate blacks into limited areas
within a municipality. He was also a supporter of woman’s suffrage, viewing it as a key piece in ensuring full voting rights for
all black citizens. McGuinn also served as general counsel to the Afro-American Company, publisher of the Baltimore Afro-
American newspaper, for 22 years (Afro-American 1937).

McGuinn was also active in politics. In 1895 he was appointed as secretary to the Board of Liquor License commissioners. In
1917, he served on the Board of Managers of the Colored War Camp Commission Service. He then went on to serve two
terms as a Republican on the Baltimore City Council, from 1919 to 1923 and 1927 to 1931. Upon his reelection in 1927, the
Sun wrote: “No member has been more efficient or more earnest in endeavoring to promote public welfare than Warner T.
McGuinn. ... He set an example of nonpartisanship in consideration of measures before the Council, and when he spoke
upon them showed that he had taken pains to inform himself. His record deserves commendation” (The Sun, 1937;
Baltimore Heritage 2018b; MSA 1998c). McGuinn died at age 74 in 1937. His funeral was held at Bethel AME Church, after a
viewing at his home at 1911 Division Street. Speakers at the funeral included Baltimore Mayor Howard W. Jackson, US
Circuit Court judge Morris Soper, and the dean of Lincoln University (Afro-American 1937).

George W. F. McMechen Residence, 1834 McCulloh Street

George W. F. McMechen was a lawyer and civil rights activist who fought against racially segregated housing. He was born
in Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1871. In 1891 he enrolled in the Centenary Biblical Institute, established by ministers at Sharp
Street United Methodist Church. The Institute soon changed its name to Morgan College, and McMechen graduated with
the first class under that name (at that time, the school was located at Fulton and Edmonson Avenues). After graduating
from Morgan in 1895, he entered Yale Law School, receiving his degree in 1899. He first practiced law in Evansville, Indiana,
where he met and married his wife, Anna Lee Mason of Sparta. They moved to Baltimore in 1904, and after admittance to
the Maryland bar he formed a partnership with William Ashbie Hawkins. The two practiced under the name “Hawkins &
McMechen” until Hawkins’ death in 1941. McMechen continued to practice law solo until 1955 (MSA 1998d; Afro-American
1961a).
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W. Ashby Hawkins purchased the house at 1834 McCulloh Street in 1910 and rented it to George McMechen, spurring great
unrest in the still predominantly white area that was seeing an increase in black residents. Outraged white people
vandalized the house by throwing bricks and stones through windows and putting tar on the steps. Advocates for
segregated housing had long desired legislation that would prevent black households from living in predominantly white
areas, and McMechen’s move spurred them to action. Weeks after Ashby’s purchase, white northwest Baltimore residents
organized the Madison Avenue, McCulloh Street and Eutaw Place Improvement Association and began advocating for a
segregated housing bill with the support of City Councilman Samuel T. West. Known as the “West Ordinance” after its
sponsor, the bill, written by attorney Milton Dashiell, was signed by Mayor J. Barry Mahool on December 20, 1910 (The Sun
1910, 4; Power 1983, 303-5; Pietila 2010, 8; Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 66). The New York Times called the legislation
“the most remarkable ordinance ever entered upon the records of town or city of this country ... an ordinance so far-
reaching ... that it may be said to mark a new era in social legislation” (New York Times 1910, SM2).

Within a month, 26 cases were brought to the courts, and in the first to be heard, the ordinance was determined to be
ineffective and void because it was “inaccurately drawn.” A second ordinance, written by noted attorney William L.
Marbury and signed by Mayor Mahool on April 7, 1911, addressed the deficiencies of the first ordinance and made minor
changes that allowed for ambiguity in the treatment of mixed-race blocks. A month later, the Council passed a revised
ordinance with two new provisions addressing the location of churches and schools. Mayor Mahool signed this third
ordinance on May 15, 1911, the day before he was replaced by Mayor James H. Preston. This third ordinance was not
challenged until 1913, when W. Ashbie Hawkins defended John E. Gurry, who was accused of moving into an all-white
block. The judge in the Criminal Court of Baltimore City ruled that the ordinance was unreasonable and dismissed the case
against Gurry. The case was appealed to the Maryland Court of Appeals, which found the ordinance unconstitutional (The
Sun 1910, 4; Power 1983, 303-5; Pietila 2010, 8; Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 66).

The McMechens continued to live at 1834 McCulloh Street until 1918, when they moved two blocks north to 2007
McCulloh, a home they continued to live in until at least 1940 (Polk 1912, 1917, 1918-19; US Census 1940). McMechen was
active in various civic and governmental organizations throughout his life. In 1915, he ran for the Fourteenth Ward City
Council seat, but lost. In 1919, he was anointed the Grand Exalted Ruler of Elks of the World, serving as the organization’s
national leader, the first Baltimorean to do so. From 1921 to 1939, he served as a trustee of Morgan College, and after the
transfer of the college to the state, he served as a member of the board of the Morgan Corporation until his death.
McMechen was the first African American appointed to the Board of School Commissioners when he was appointed by
Governor Theodore McKeldin in 1944, serving for six years. McMechen retired in 1955 and passed away on February 22,
1961 (MSA 1998d; Afro-American 1961b, 18).

Juanita Jackson and Clarence Mitchell Jr. House, 1324 Druid Hill Avenue

Juanita Jackson Mitchell was a life-long civil rights activist. She was born in Hot Springs, Arkansas, where her parents, Lillie
May Carroll Jackson, longtime leader of the Baltimore NAACP branch, and Kieffer Jackson, were traveling. She graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania with a degree in education and started her career teaching in Baltimore City schools.
She founded the City-Wide Young People’s Forum in 1931, and in 1937, became the NAACP’s first national youth director,
raising awareness among black youth and encouraging them to register and vote. Jackson later attended the University of
Maryland law school, graduating in 1950. She was the first black woman graduate of the school and was also the first black
woman to practice law in the state (Baltimore Heritage 2018f; Watson 1992, 4K).

As an attorney, Mitchell argued many discrimination cases in the courts, including ones that sought to remove segregation
in recreational facilities, such as Sandy Point Beach, restaurants, and public schools. She often offered her services pro bono
to the NAACP (MSA 1987). Mitchell’s important cases include desegregating Western High School in 1953, representing
students seeking to integrate restaurants in the early 1960s, and preventing police from conducting mass searches of
private homes without warrants in the mid-1960s (Watson 1992, 4K).
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Juanita Jackson married Clarence M. Mitchell Jr. in 1938. Clarence Mitchell was a nationally known civil rights activist,
serving as a lobbyist for the NAACP and heading the organization’s Washington Bureau. Mitchell was born in Baltimore in
1911 and earned a degree from Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. He first worked as a reporter for the Afro-American
newspaper, and later worked for the Urban League before taking a position at the NAACP. Clarence Mitchell was a key
player in the passage of major civil rights legislation at the national level, including the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968. He was also brother to Parren Mitchell, the first black representative
to Congress from Maryland (Weil 1984, B7).

Juanita Jackson and Clarence Mitchell moved to 1324 Druid Hill Avenue in 1942, the same year Clarence started working at
the Fair Employment Practices Commission established by President Roosevelt to fight workplace discrimination during
World War II. The couple raised five sons at the house, and they continued to live there until the end of their lives. The
house deteriorated after their deaths, and the roof collapsed. Baltimore City stabilized the roof and rear wall of the building
in 2013 but it remains vacant and in poor condition (Baltimore Heritage 2018f). Prior to occupancy by the Mitchells, the
building housed Madame M. A. Hunter’s Beautifying Parlor and School of Instruction in the second decade of the twentieth
century (Afro-American 1915c, 6).

The family maintained offices nearby at 1239 Druid Hill Avenue, on the southeast corner of Druid Hill Avenue and West
Lanvale Street, that Lillie May Carroll Jackson and Juanita Jackson Mitchell purchased in 1950 (MSA BCLR 8109, 465). The
building served as offices for the various pursuits of Lillie Carroll Jackson, Juanita Jackson Mitchell, Clarence Mitchell Jr. and
other members of the Mitchell family (Baltimore Heritage 2018g). Both Clarence M. Mitchell Jr. (attorney) and Clarence M.
Mitchell lll (Senator) were listed in the White Pages at that address in 1970.

Congressman Parren Mitchell House, 1805 Madison Avenue

The circa 1886 house at 1805 Madison Avenue was occupied by white German immigrants for its first several decades. At
the turn of the twentieth century, as white residents moved to new suburbs further out from the city center, African
Americans moved into the neighborhood. In 1923, Keiffer Jackson, husband of the well-known civil rights activist Lillie May
Carroll Jackson, purchased 1805 Madison Avenue. The Jacksons never occupied the house, maintaining it as a rental
property. The Jackson family sold the property to Congressman Parren Mitchell in 1974, after Kieffer Jackson’s death
(Baltimore Heritage 2018c).

Parren James Mitchell was born in Baltimore on April 29, 1922, and lived in several houses in Old West Baltimore, including
712 Carrollton Avenue, where he moved when he was seven years old with his older brother, Clarence M. Mitchell Jr.
Parren Mitchell graduated from Douglass High School in 1940, and two years later joined the US Army, serving as a
commissioned officer and a company commander within the all-black 92nd Infantry Division, earning a Purple Heart for his
service during his World War Il in Italy. After the war, Mitchell returned to Baltimore and attended Morgan State College
(Baltimore Heritage 2018c). In 1950, he successfully sued the University of Maryland to gain admittance to the university’s
graduate school where he earned a master’s degree in sociology in 1952. Mitchell held a series of jobs including professor
of sociology at Morgan State, leader of the Baltimore Community Action Agency, and president of Baltimore Neighborhoods
Inc., where he was able to advocate for anti-poverty and housing programs that benefitted black residents. In addition, in
1963 he was appointed the executive secretary of the Maryland Commission on Interracial Problems and Relations where
he oversaw implementation of the state’s new public accommodation law (US House).

In 1970, Mitchell was elected to the US Congress, the first black Marylander to hold such office. Mitchell served eight terms,
retiring in 1986. In 1974, Parren Mitchell moved to 1805 Madison Avenue at a time when the city was struggling with the
aftermath of urban unrest following the 1968 assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. Mitchell renovated the house,
combining the first and second stories back into a single unit with a new staircase, but retaining the third-story apartment.
He used conventional financing to pay for the $32,000 project. Mitchell’s purchase of the house was a statement of his
pride in the city of Baltimore and his belief in the ability of government programs, such as the city’s new homesteading
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program (established in 1973) and the federal Community Reinvestment Act (passed in 1977), to improve the living
conditions of poor Baltimoreans. Mitchell once remarked: “Come to my house at 1805 Madison Avenue in the heart of a
ghetto in Baltimore City and look at the home across the street which was sold for $1 under the Homestead Act. If you do
you will see a beautiful and decent residence for a family” (Baltimore Heritage 2018c).

Parren Mitchell used his time in Congress to advocate for small and minority-owned businesses, support sanctions against
the apartheid government in South Africa, and fight against the Vietham War, because he believed the cost was limiting
funding for social programs. He was also a founding member of the Congressional Black Caucus, serving as its chairman
between 1977 and 1979. After his retirement from Congress, he sold the Madison Avenue property, ultimately returning to
Harlem Park where he lived at 828 North Carrollton Avenue until 2001 (US House; Baltimore Heritage 2018c.)

YMCA, Druid Hill Avenue Branch, 1609 Druid Hill Avenue

The Druid Hill branch of the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) was established in 1885 to fill the religious and
recreational needs of Baltimore’s black community. The idea to create an institution that would provide housing,
educational, and recreational opportunities was first circulated among Baltimore’s black ministers in 1869 during a meeting
organized by the pastor of Bethel AME Church, but it wasn’t until 1885 that Rev. Harvey Johnson of Union Baptist Church
sponsored the first meeting of the colored YMCA under the auspices of the Brotherhood of Liberty, one of the earliest civil
rights organizations in the city. The keynote speaker at the event was the noted abolitionist Frederick Douglass. In 1893, the
group petitioned the central YMCA branch for recognition of the colored association, and by 1896, the organization
appeared in central branch reports (Wilson 1989, 137-8).

During its formative years, the colored YMCA held religious meetings and activities at various sites in Baltimore, including in
private homes. Between 1893 and 1895, it rented a house at 438 West Biddle Street. By 1899, it purchased a large house
on the southeast corner of Hoffman and Druid Hill Avenue, in Old West Baltimore at the center of the largest concentration
of black residents in the city. By 1902 it moved to 1033 Druid Hill Avenue and, by 1910, it was located on the southeast
corner of McMechen Street and Druid Hill Avenue, where it remained through 1918. Community fundraisers provided
financial support for the institution (Wilson 1989, 138-9).

The push for a permanent home for the Druid Hill YMCA came in the second decade of the twentieth century.
Philanthropist Julius Rosenwald granted $25,000 for the erection of a YMCA building in Baltimore provided the community
raise an additional $75,000 to the project. White citizens agreed to provide $50,000 of the match if black citizens raised the
other $25,000. The initial campaign was held in 1912 when 3,300 people made pledges, but fundraising efforts continued
for several years with pledged amounts from the black community totaling $32,000. Rosenwald’s offer expired January 1,
1916, leading to a rush to collect pledges at the end of 1915. Leaders of this final fundraising campaign included lawyers
and civil rights activists W. Ashbie Hawkins and George McMechen, as well as other community and religious leaders (Afro-
American 1915a, 4; Afro-American 1915b, 6).

Despite the black community’s fundraising success, the white community’s deep-seeded antagonism toward the expansion
of black institutions and housing into formerly white neighborhoods nearly stopped the construction of a new building. The
YMCA announced the purchase of lots at Dolphin and McCulloh Streets for the new facility in December 1916 after
obtaining assurances by Mayor Preston and the city solicitor that the proposed building site would not violate any existing
segregation laws. This, however, did not stop a group of white women from protesting the location in February 1917,
claiming “it would be unpleasant and disagreeable for the white girls who attended the Western Female High School, to
pass a building occupied by colored men, and also that colored people in the building would tend to depreciate property
values in the neighborhood” (Afro-American 1917, 1). The Afro-American newspaper disputed these claims, noting that at
one time the lower end of McCulloh Street was “occupied by a wealthy class of white people, but they have all long since
moved away, and the houses have been converted into tenements of the lower order. In any number of these houses a
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large number of families have been crowded until now McCulloh Street from Lanvale to Biddle Street has taken on the
appearance of a ghetto” (Afro-American 1917, 1).

The YMCA abandoned plans for a building on that site and ultimately purchased a new site at 1619 Druid Hill Avenue.
Construction began in 1918, and the building was dedicated in January 1919. The four-story Colonial Revival-style building
did not contain a gymnasium, but it did have a 40 x 20-foot swimming pool, the only indoor pool in the city accessible to
black residents. There were also locker and shower rooms, a game room, multi-purpose room, club room and offices. The
three upper stories consisted of rooms that were rented to “decent, unmarried, young black men” (Wilson 1989, 142). This
rental income helped cover operating costs of the facility (Wilson 1989, 142; Afro-American 1918, 5). Demand for rooms
was high during the Great Depression and World War Il because of the limited housing stock available to African Americans.
In 1949, the YMCA began construction of an annex at 1609 Druid Hill Avenue, directly southeast of the main building. The
new building, which opened in 1950, contained a 45 x 70-foot gymnasium, social rooms, offices, and 37 dormitory rooms
on the upper floors. The YMCA was listed in Victor Hugo Green’s The Negro Motorist Green Book, the annual guidebook for
African American road trippers, from 1938-1967.

The facility had always struggled financially, but became even more stressed in the second half of the twentieth century.
After hard-won civil rights victories, the middle-class blacks who had been the base of support for the institution began
moving to desegregated suburban neighborhoods. In 1960, under pressure from civil rights activists, the YMCA central
branch integrated and officially incorporated the Druid Hill YMCA as a branch under the central administration. Under this
new arrangement, the title to the property was transferred to the central branch. As urban renewal efforts, such as the
“highway to nowhere” (US Route 40) devastated the neighborhood, the population decreased and YMCA membership
declined even further. The central administration closed the Druid Hill branch in 1976 to the dismay of the black
community. In the late 1970s, the city bought the building and rehabilitated it using federal funds. In 1980, the city then
rented to facility back to the YMCA, which continues to operate out of the building today.

YWCA, 1200 Druid Hill Avenue and 1016 Madison Avenue

The Colored Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) was established in 1896 by a group of black women who were
members of the Women’s Auxiliary of the Druid Hill YMCA, including Martha Howard Murphy, wife of John Murphy,
founder of the Afro-American newspaper. It was one of the first colored YWCAs in the country. The mission of the
organization was to “help the young women in our community ... to make the most of themselves in mind, body, and soul
... It is especially our aim to assist our girls to fit themselves for better positions in life” (CYWCA 1896). Like the YMCA, the
organization provided lodging facilities for young single women. It also provided employment services, relief to unwed
mothers, and classes in stenography and typing (Preservation Maryland; Lindemeyer and Bowling 2003). The YWCA was
listed in Victor Hugo Green’s The Negro Motorist Green Book, the annual guidebook for African American road trippers,
from 1938-1967.

The YWCA first operated out of a rented house at 324 West Biddle Street, but in 1902, the YWCA purchased a 12-room
rowhouse at 1200 Druid Hill Avenue, at the corner of Dolphin Street, for $4,500. It remained at that location for forty years,
despite a short-term closure between 1921 and 1926. A cornerstone on that building notes the organization’s
establishment and date it moved to the building (Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 46; Afro-American 1907, 4). A variety of
civil-rights-related activities occurred in the building, including meetings by the Women’s Suffrage Club in the fall of 1920,
where organizers registered black women to vote for the first time that November thanks the ratification of the Nineteenth
Amendment that finally gave women the right to vote (Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 52).

Nearly forty years later, YWCA members embarked on a fundraising campaign to move to a new facility. If the organization
raised $75,000, the central branch would contribute $25,000 to the effort. More than 700 black women joined the effort,
raising the funds in two months, including funds from band leader Cab Calloway. The YWCA then purchased the Baltimore
Hebrew Congregation’s Synagogue House at 1016 Madison Avenue for $20,000 and invested the rest in renovations. Noted
African American architect Albert Irvin Cassell redesigned the space to accommodate a variety of uses. The ground floor
housed a recreation area, two bowling alleys, locker and shower rooms and an office. The first floor had a combination
gymnasium and auditorium, a lounge, a dining room and kitchen, and offices. The second floor had a 100-person library, a
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lecture room for meetings and movies, a kitchenette, and offices. The third and fourth floors consisted of lodging for 18
permanent residents and 18 temporary residents. The building was dedicated in 1945 with much fanfare. The facility’s
auditorium seated 325 people and hundreds more gathered outside to hear the event broadcasted on loudspeakers. At the
opening Emma Bright, branch management committee chairman, “expressed the wish that the new building would help to
break down some of the artificial barriers of races and erect a common fellowship” (Afro-American 1945, 15). The following
year, the National YWCA voted to “abolish all semblance of bias from its program” (Afro-American 1946, 12).

Despite this professed integration at the national level, the Madison Avenue branch remained a black facility. It offered a
wide variety of programming and hosted many community meetings, including those related to civil rights and improving
the conditions for black Baltimoreans. As the downtown branch better integrated, many activities moved from Madison
Avenue to downtown. The Madison Avenue YWCA stopped housing women in 1967 when city housing officials determined
the building was unsafe; the residents were moved to the central branch’s residence hall. The Madison Avenue facility
closed in 1978 due to rising costs and lack of community support, and the building was sold (Hardin 1993, 1C; Moss 1967, 5;
Dawson 1978, H1). It has now been converted to apartments.

Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church (B-2963)

Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church was established in 1787, the first African American Methodist
congregation in Baltimore, and has a long history of civil rights activism throughout the city. By 1802, the congregation
purchased their first building on Sharp Street between Lombard and Pratt Streets. Prior to that time, the congregation,
which consisted of both enslaved and free African Americans, worshipped at the Lovely Lane Chapel on German Street. Rev.
Daniel Coker opened a church school as well as a day school for black children in an 1811 addition to the church. In 1867,
leaders from Sharp Street established the Centenary Biblical Institute to train black ministers. That institution morphed into
what is now called Morgan State University. In 1872, the church established Mount Auburn Cemetery (B-5060) for its
congregants (Hallmen 2020; Dougherty 1981, 8.0).

As congregants moved to Old West Baltimore, so did the church. Under the leadership of Rev. Daniel W. Hays, who lived at
1819 McCulloh Street, the congregation purchased a 90 x 90-foot lot at Dolphin and Etting Streets in 1897 and constructed
the current building on the site, which opened the following year (The Sun 1897, 10; Johnson 1940, 8). The church was built
by Alphonsus H. Bieler, a Baltimore architect and built by contractor Edgar M. Noel. Upon its 1898 dedication, the Sun
claimed it “is the handsomest church for a colored congregation in the state” (The Sun, 1898, 7; Dougherty 1981, 8.4). The
church’s newsletter reflected the changing demographics of Old West Baltimore, noting: “Happily the removal of our
church uptown does not lie open to the charge of abandoning the masses in order to keep up the more highly favored few
... but a small number will be inconvenienced by the change and none will be left destitute of church accommodations. We
are going to the people, rather than from them” (Rivera 1998).

By 1911, Rev. Dr. W. A. C. Hughes was the pastor. He was praised by the Afro-American for his financial management of the
church. The paper noted that “Dr. Hughes has striven to make the church a great intellectual center as well as religious ...
Besides the large amount of work he does for the church, he stands among the foremost of our city in civic and social
movements affecting racial life” (Franklin 1911,2). Under his leadership the church increased its benevolent work, including
a large contribution to Morgan College’s Carnegie fund for a new campus and building (Franklin 1911,2). In 1921, church
leaders added the adjoining Community House at 1206—1210 Etting Street to the church. In addition to dormitory rooms for
single young women, the building housed childcare services, a gymnasium, library, arts and crafts instruction, and club
room facilities (Johnson 1940, 8; Dougherty 1981, 8.3—4).
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Figure 1:1936 photo by Paul Henderson of delegates to the 27" Annual NAACP Conference in front of the Sharp Street Church
Community House (NAACP Records, Library of Congress).

Prominent members of the church include noted abolitionist Frederick Douglass, who sang in the choir between 1836 and
1837, and Lillie Carroll Jackson, her daughter Juanita Jackson Mitchell, and son-in-law Clarence Mitchell Jr. Ms. Jackson was
a lifelong member of the church, singing in the choir as a child, and delivering powerful speeches about African Americans’
need for equal rights as an adult. She was the long-time president of the NAACP, serving in that role between 1935 and her
retirement in 1970. Over 1,200 people attended the funeral service at the church after her death in 1975. At the church,
Juanita Jackson organized the City-Wide Young People’s Forum, which famed black educator and activist Nannie Helen
Burroughs later called, “the best, most progressive, and analytical organization of Negro young people in America”
(Pousson and Diehlmann 2019, 77; Hallmen 2020).

Bethel AME Church, 1300 Druid Hill Avenue

Bethel AME Church originated from the same Lovely Lane Methodist church that once housed the Sharp Street United
Methodist Church congregation. By 1797, the group was known as the Bethel Free African Society, and the congregation,
which primarily consisted of free black people, worshipped at the former German Lutheran Church on Saratoga Street. That
year, the church formerly separated from the Methodist Episcopal Church because of discrimination within the church. Rev.
Daniel Coker joined the group, and, by 1810, had opened up a school for African Americans. In 1811, he became the first
official pastor of the 600-member church, which was now known as the African Methodist Bethel Church of Baltimore City.
In 1816, Coker participated in a conference of black churches in Philadelphia that resulted in the creation of the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, the first church body primarily composed of African Americans. Many Bethel pastors
later became bishops of the AME Church. By the 1850s, the congregation had grown to 1,500, and abolitionists frequently
spoke at the church (Afro-American 1987, A6).
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Rev. Levi Coppin, pastor between 1881 and 1883, observed the poor conditions around their 1847 sanctuary: “Bethel could
not remain indefinitely in Saratoga St., among the iron foundries and hold a leading place among the Churches” (Pousson
and Diehlmann 2019, 62). He encouraged the congregation to move, but they ignored his pleas until 1909, when the
Baltimore City Council called for the widening of Saratoga Street, displacing the church through condemnation procedures.
The following year, the church bought the former St. Peter’s Protestant Episcopal Church at the corner of Druid Hill Avenue
and Lanvale Street for $90,000, joining two other newly relocated black churches—Sharp Street Memorial and Union
Baptist—in Old West Baltimore. The building had been designed by Baltimore church architects Nathaniel Henry Hutton
and John Murdoch and was constructed in 1868 (Afro-American 1987, A6; CHAP 2012).

Under the leadership of Rev. W. Sampson, the church retired its debts and grew its congregation to be the largest black
congregation in the state. According to the Afro-American, the church was “a center of the black struggle for equality. ... it
was used for meetings to discuss the political issues affecting the entire Baltimore community” (Afro-American 1987, A6).
Rev. Harrison J. Bryant, pastor between 1948 and 1964 was an ardent civil rights activist who went on to become an AME
bishop (Afro-American 1987, A6). Prominent congregants include John H. Murphy Sr., publisher of the Afro-American
newspaper.

Other Notable Residents Associated with the Movement

Other people associated with the Civil Rights Movement lived in the district, but many of these houses are no longer extant
or are not the most significant properties associated with their productive lives. These include Thurgood Marshall, the first
black US Supreme Court justice, who was born at 543 McMechen Street and later lived at 1838 Druid Hill Avenue and 1632
Division Street, which is the only extant building associated with Marshall in the district (Shoken 2004, 8.9). Lawyer W.
Ashbie Hawkins lived at 529 Presstman Street (demolished) in the second decade of the twentieth century, but in 1920 he
moved to Wilson Park on the east side of town near Morgan College.

Other civil rights activists who lived in the district include E. T. Camper, a Baltimore NAACP official who lived at 639 N. Carey
Street. In 1942, Camper and Juanita Mitchell led a march on Annapolis pressuring the Governor to address the issue of
police brutality in Baltimore (Baltimore Heritage 2018a). John Murphy, editor of the Afro-American newspaper, which was
once headquartered at Cathedral and Read Streets, and his wife Martha, who was a leader of the YWCA, lived at 1320 Druid
Hill Avenue. Augusta Chissell and Margaret Hawkins were neighbors at 1532 and 1534 Druid Hill Avenue and leaders of the
Progressive Women's Suffrage Club who advocated for women’s right to the vote in the 1910s. Lillie May Carroll Jackson
also lived in the district at 1226 Druid Hill Avenue, but she moved to 1320 Eutaw Place in Bolton Hill in 1953.

Period of Significance

The period of significance for the district as it relates to the Civil Rights Movement begins in 1898 when Harry Sythe
Cummings, the first black man elected to the city council, moved into the district. It ends in 1968 with the passage of the
Fair Housing Act, which ended race-based discrimination in the occupancy and sale of homes. Following this landmark
legislation, middle-class African Americans began moving out of Old West Baltimore en masse, and the neighborhood's
historic character as a vibrant community of influential African Americans leaders began to change.

The period of significance listed for the district in the original 2004 nomination is from 1838 to 1954, beginning with the
1838 construction the Upton Mansion, the earliest known building in the district, and continuing to 1954, the year of the
Brown vs. Board of Education decision that ended the "separate but equal" doctrine and sparked the modern Civil Rights
Movement. A more appropriate ending period for the district’s period of significance as the largest and most influential
African American neighborhood in Baltimore is 1968, the year the Fair Housing Act was passed. That year represents a
turning point for the district when its role as Baltimore’s leading black neighborhood waned.
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Integrity

Despite several waves of late twentieth and early twenty-first century redevelopment and demolition within the district,
the historic district retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance as Baltimore's premier late-nineteenth and
twentieth-century historic African American community and center of civil-rights activism. The neighborhood remains
dominated by its characteristic row housing. Significant streetscapes remain, as do landscape features such as Lafayette
Square. Major institutions, such as churches, schools and the YMCA remain relatively unaltered. Pennsylvania Avenue
remains the district’s commercial core, and some important commercial buildings, such as the Arch Social Club, are extant.
The gaps in the district are a reminder of the long-term challenges experienced by black residents in the neighborhood,
such segregation, lack of employment opportunities, unequal civic investment in schools and public works, and poor access
to capital financing, that civil rights activists worked so hard to address. Together the extant features convey both the
successes and failures of civil rights activists in building a more equal society.
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YMCA Druid Hill Avenue Branch, 1609 Druid Hill Avenue, looking northeast
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YWCA, 1200 Druid Hill Avenue, looking northwest
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YWCA Madison Avenue Branch, 1912 Madison Avenue, looking southwest
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Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church (B-2963), 508-516 Dolphin Street, looking northwest
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Sharp Street Church Community House, 1206—1210 Etting Street, looking northeast
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Bethel AME Church (B-123), 1300 Druid Hill Avenue, looking northwest
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Figure 2: Aerial photo of Old West Baltimore and photo locations.
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Photo 1 of 14

Harry Sythe Cummings Residence, 1318 Druid Hill Avenue, looking northwest
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Photo 2 of 14

Amelia and Harvey Johnson Residence, 1923 Druid Hill Avenue, looking north
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Photo 3 of 14

Union Baptist Church, 1219 Druid Hill Avenue, looking southeast
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Photo 4 of 14

Warner T. McGuinn Residence, 1911 Division Street, looking northeast
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Photo 5 of 14

George W. F. McMechen Residence, 1834 McCulloh Street, looking southwest
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Juanita Jackson and Clarence Mitchell Jr. Residence, 1324 Druid Hill Avenue, looking northwest
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Photo 7 of 14

Mitchell Family Offices, 1239 Druid Hill Avenue, looking southeast
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Photo 8 of 14

Congressman Parren Mitchell Residence, 1805 Madison Avenue, looking northwest
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Photo 9 of 14

YMCA Druid Hill Avenue Branch, 1609 Druid Hill Avenue, looking northeast
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Photo 10 of 14

YW(CA, 1200 Druid Hill Avenue, looking northwest
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Photo 11 of 14

YWCA Madison Avenue Branch, 1912 Madison Avenue, looking southwest
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Photo 12 of 14

Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church (B-2963), 508-516 Dolphin Street, looking northwest
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Photo 13 of 14

Sharp Street Church Community House, 1206—1210 Etting Street, looking northeast
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Photo 14 of 14

Bethel AME Church (B-123), 1300 Druid Hill Avenue, looking northwest
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In 2017, 70 properties encompassing approximately 2 acres in the Old West Baltimore Historic District
will be demolished as a component of the State of Maryland’s blight elimination initiative called Project
CORE (Creating Opportunities for Renewal and Enterprise). The Old West Baltimore Historic District
continues to struggle as a blighted and vacant residential area of the City. The properties planned for
demolition are as follows, and are shown on the attached maps:

e 1704 Mosher Street

e 1138 Mosher Street

e 1006, 1008, 1010, 1012, 1016, and 1018 N Arlington Avenue

e 1125 Riggs Avenue

1513, 1515, and 1517 Mosher Street

1423 Mosher Street

e 905 and 907 N Calhoun

e 810, 812, and 814 N Mount Street

e 1306 W Lanvale Street

e 1308, 1310, and 1312 Harlem Avenue

e 1202 Harlem Avenue

e 1703, 1705,1707,1709, 1711, 1713, and 1715 Harlem Avenue

e 502,504, 506,508,510, 512, 514, 516, 518, 520 Baker Street

e 2229 Etting Street

e 501,503, 505, and 507 Gold Street

e 1500 Myrtle Avenue

e 701 Mosher Street

e 1140 and 1142 Argyle Avenue

e 1210,1212, and 1214 Smithson Street

e 1522,1524,1526,1528, 1530, 1532, 1534, 1536, 1538, 1540, 1542, 1544, 1546, 1548, 1550,
1552, 1554, 1556 McKean Avenue

The structure at 1704 Mosher Street is a three-story, two-bay wide Greek Revival brick rowhouse and is
the last remaining building on the block. Marble stairs lead to a replacement paneled door with an
infilled transom topped with a simple jack arch. The windows all have segmental brick arches with
decoratively molded keystones. The first floor window has ganged one-over-one vinyl sashes with a
stone sill and a fixed three lite transom. The upper story windows all have replacement one-over-one
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vinyl sashes and brick sills. The unique decorative element of this house is the three Greek Revival brick
pilasters that extend from the second floor windows to the roofline, the corbeled brickwork below the
cornice, and the masonry stringcourses at each floor of the house.

The structure at 1138 Mosher Street is a three-story, two-bay wide corner brick rowhouse with first
floor and basement storefronts. The first floor storefront on the south elevation has been infilled with
brick and only the metal cornice remains. The upper floor window openings are filled with aluminum
storm windows, but the sashes appear to be missing. The masonry in the center of the facade was
reconstructed following a partial collapse. Only the third floor windows retain the original brick jack
arches. The building is capped with a large cornice featuring corbels and carved brackets as well as
recessed brick panels below the frieze. The west elevation features a basement level corner store
located within the original three story block and within a one story rear addition. The storefront has a
metal cornice and arch above the entrance. The west elevation also has a doorway for residential access
to the building. The windows on the west elevation have original two-over-two sash windows and brick
jack arches.

The structures at 1006-1018 N Arlington Avenue are three-story, three-bay wide houses with marble
steps. The entrances at 1006-1012 had arched surrounds and transoms while 1016-1018 have
rectangular door openings, one with a segmental arch and one with a flat arch. The windows were
originally two-over-two sashes with jack arches, but most have been replaced or are missing. The only
fully intact cornices are found on 1010-1012 and feature wooden corbels and dentil molding.

The structure at 1125 Riggs Avenue is a two-story multi-housing unit that replaced a group of alley
houses that previously existed on the site (110-1032 N Carlton Street). The first floor is three-bays wide
with a door located in the center bay that is accessed by a split brick staircase flanked by two windows.
The second floor has four-bays with segmentally arched windows. The brick facade is constructed with
yellow common bond brick with molded brick detailing around the door and window sills. There is a
parapet at the roofline with a decorative brick course.

The structures at 1513-1517 Mosher Street are three-story, three-bay wide brick Italianate rowhouses.
Marble steps lead to narrow entrances that have segmentally arched transom windows that have been
boarded up. The windows have jack arches and are all either boarded up, missing or replaced. The
interior and part of the fagade of 1513 Mosher Street has collapsed. 1515 and 1517 have prominent
wooden cornices with corbels and large brackets. 1517 also retains decorative molding and decorative
frieze panels.
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The structure at 1423 Mosher Street is a three-story, three-bay wide painted brick Italianate rowhouse
that is the last remaining house in a group of three. Four marble steps lead to an entrance with a non-
historic paneled door with an arched transom opening that has been infilled with siding. The doorway
has a projecting brick surround and all of the windows have jack arches and one-over one replacement
sashes. The wooden cornice is decorated with corbels, dentil molding and brackets mounted to a brick
stringcourse.

The structures at 905 and 907 Calhoun Street are three-story, two-bay wide brick rowhouses with
marble steps and a course of marble along the water table between the basement and first floor
window. The door openings have segmental arches. The windows on the first floor have segmental
arches while the second floor windows have jack arches. All of the sashes are boarded up, missing, or
replaced with vinyl. The houses are topped with Italianate cornices with corbels and brackets with a
band of molding and attic vent panels.

The structures at 810-814 N Mount Street are three-story, three-bay wide rowhouses that are the last
remaining structures on the block. The facades have been covered with formstone or stucco and most of
the original features are missing. Only the marble steps and original window fenestration of 812 and 814
remain. The interiors have collapsed.

The structure at 1306 W Lanvale Street is a three-story, three-bay wide brick Italianate rowhouse that
has been covered with formstone. It has a marble foundation and marble steps leading to a door
opening with an arched transom. All of the windows are replacement one-over-one sashes with
replacement brick sills. The house is capped with an elaborate wooden scroll sawn bracketed cornice.

The structures at 1308-1312 Harlem Avenue are three-story, three-bay wide brick Italianate rownhouses
with marble foundations and marble steps leading to a wide, arched doorway with a round transom
window. The windows are one-over-one replacement sashes with jack arches. The original cornice is
intact at 1310 Harlem Avenue and features elaborate wooden scroll sawn brackets and decorative attic
vent panels.

The structure at 1202 Harlem Avenue is a two-story, six-bay wide brick commercial structure that was
converted to multi-family housing. The south elevations has been covered with formstone and the west
elevation is covered with stucco. And the windows and doors are all boarded.
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The structures at 1703-1715 Harlem Avenue are three-story, three-bay wide brick rowhouses. 1703-
1711 have marble foundations and marble steps leading to doorways with half-round transom windows,
two of which have been infilled with brick. The windows have jack arches, stone sills and window
openings that are boarded up, missing sashes, or contain replacement sashes. 1705-1711 contain parts
of the original Italianate cornices which feature corbels, brackets, and a band of decorative molding
below decorative frieze panels. 1713 and 1715 were likely constructed later and feature rusticated
brownstone foundations with marble stairs leading to boarded doorways with rectangular transom
windows. The windows are all boarded, missing, or contain replacement sashes. There are bands of
rusticated stone that extend across the fagade at each window lintel. The facades are curved swell
fronts, with the swell of 1715 being more pronounced. The houses are capped with a metal cornice with
dentil detailing.

The structures at 502-520 Baker Street are two-story, two-bay wide Italianate brick rowhouses with
concrete, brick, or marble steps leading to a door opening with rectangular transom framed by a molded
brick door hood. The windows have segmental arches and have sashes that are replaced, missing or
boarded up. The houses are capped with scroll sawn wood bracketed cornices.

The structure at 2229 Etting Street is the last remaining house on the block. The building is surrounded
by vacant lots from previous demolitions. The building is a small, two-story, two-bay wide painted brick
rowhouse with concrete steps leading to a boarded up door opening. The windows have segmental
arches and brick sills. A brick frieze with a Greek key motif ornaments the otherwise plain metal cornice.

The structures at 501-507 Gold Street are two-stories tall with three-bays on the first floor and two bays
on the second floor. Most of the facades have been covered with formstone or stucco. The houses
feature marble steps leading to a doorway with a rectangular transom window and segmental arch. The
windows have segmental arches, brick sills, and there is evidence of original two-over-two sash
windows. A brick frieze with a Greek key motif ornaments the otherwise plain metal cornice like similar
houses one block over on Etting Street.

The structure at 1500 Myrtle Avenue is a three-story, two-bay wide brick rowhouse that is surrounded
by vacant lots from previous demolition. The house has an altered, raised door reached by metal steps
and altered windows openings from when the brick facade was reconstructed. Only the soffit of the
original wood cornice survives.
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The structure at 701 Mosher Street is a three-story, three- bay wide painted brick Italianate rowhouse
with a first floor commercial storefront. The first floor has an angled corner entrance with a full-lite door
and concrete step. The metal storefront extends across the entire north elevation and one bay on the
east elevation and is boarded up. The storefront is capped by a mid-twentieth century sheet metal
cornice. The upper floor windows have jack arches and are boarded up. The wooden cornice has corbels
and dentil molding. The east elevation has a residential door with a wooden carved door hood
supported by corbels. The windows on the east elevation have flat arches and are boarded up.

The structures at 1140-1142 Argyle Avenue are three-story, two-bay wide brick rowhouses with
concrete steps leading to round door openings with half-round transom windows. The windows have
jack arches and are infilled or have replacement vinyl sashes. The cornices are metal with corbels.

The structures at 1210- 1214 Smithson Street are small two-story, two-bay wide brick rowhouses
located on a narrow alley street. The houses have raised front doors that are accessed by concrete steps
with metal pipe railing. The doors and windows have segmental arches and the exterior brick has been
covered in stucco. The original window openings have been partially infilled to accommodate smaller
replacement metal window sashes. The houses are capped with a simple wood soffit with brackets.

The 1500 block of McKean Avenue was developed between 1900 and 1915 by W. B. McCardell. The
Street was formerly called Friendsbury Place. The structures at 1522-1556 are two-story, two-bay wide
rowhouses constructed with narrow brown Roman brick. Many of the facades have been painted or
covered with formstone. Concrete steps lead to simple doorways with rectangular transom windows
and segmental arches. The first floor window is a large opening with unusual three-over-three sashes
while the second floor windows were originally two-over-two sashes. The window openings have
segmental brick arches and rusticated stone sills and nearly all sashes are boarded, missing or replaced
with only a few examples of original sashes remaining. The cornices are simple ogee shaped sheet metal
with a dentil band and a single metal bracket between each unit. The most unique feature is the
corbeled brickwork below the cornice.
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Image File Name

Description of View

B-1373_2017-01-12_01
B-1373_2017-01-12_02
B-1373_2017-01-12_03
B-1373_2017-01-12_04
B-1373_2017-01-12_05

B-1373_2017-01-12_06

B-1373_2017-01-12_07
B-1373_2017-01-12_08
B-1373_2017-01-12_09
B-1373_2017-01-12_10
B-1373_2017-01-12_11
B-1373_2017-01-12_12
B-1373_2017-01-12_13
B-1373_2017-01-12_14
B-1373_2017-01-12_15
B-1373_2017-01-12_16
B-1373_2017-01-12_17
B-1373_2017-01-12_18
B-1373_2017-01-12_19
B-1373_2017-01-12_20
B-1373_2017-01-12_21
B-1373_2017-01-12_22
B-1373_2017-01-12_23
B-1373_2017-01-12_24
B-1373_2017-01-12_25
B-1373_2017-01-12_26
B-1373_2017-01-12_27
B-1373_2017-01-12_28
B-1373_2017-01-12_29

B-1373_2017-01-24_30

B-1373_2017-01-24 31
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1704 Mosher Street, south elevation, looking north

1138 Mosher Street, south elevation, looking north

1138 Mosher Street, west and south elevations, looking northeast
1138 Mosher Street, west elevation, looking east

1006-1018 N Arlington Avenue, south and east elevations, looking
northwest

1006-1018 N Arlington Avenue, east and north elevations, looking
southwest

1125 Riggs, Avenue, west and north elevations, looking southeast
1513-1517 Mosher Street, east and north elevations, looking southwest
1423 Mosher Street, north elevation, looking south

905-907 N Calhoun Street, west elevations, looking east

810-814 N Mount Street, east elevations, looking west

1306 W Lanvale Street, south elevation, looking north

1306 W Lanvale Street, detail of cornice

1308-1312 Harlem Avenue, south elevations, looking north

1310 Harlem Avenue, detail of cornice

1202 Harlem Avenue, west and south elevations, looking northeast
713-715 Harlem Avenue, north elevations, looking southwest
713-715 Harlem Avenue, north elevations, looking southeast
502-520 Baker Street, southeast elevations, looking north
516-520 Baker Street, southeast elevations, looking northwest
506-516 Baker Street, southeast elevations, looking northwest
502-508 Baker Street, southeast elevations, looking northwest
502-520 Baker Street, southeast elevations, looking west

2229 Etting Street, northeast elevation, looking southwest
501-507 Gold Street, northwest elevations, looking east

1500 Myrtle Avenue, southeast elevation, looking northwest

701 Mosher Street, northwest elevation, looking south 1140-1142
Argyle Street, northeast elevations, looking southwest

1210-1214 Smithson Street, south and east elevations, looking
northwest

1522-1556 McKean Avenue perspective of elevations, looking
southwest

1550-1556 McKean Avenue, east elevations, looking west

Melissa Archer, Project Manager Date: March 13, 2017
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B-1373 2017-01-24 32 1540-1548 McKean Avenue, east elevations, looking west
B-1373 2017-01-24 33 1530-1538 McKean Avenue, east elevations, looking west
B-1373_2017-01-24 34 1522-1530 McKean Avenue, east elevations, looking west
B-1373_2017-01-24_35 1546 McKean Avenue, detail of cornice

Photographer: Melissa Archer
Paper and Ink combination used: Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink with Epson Premium Photo Paper Glossy
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Nameltitle Melissa Archer, Project Manager Date: March 13, 2017
Organization: Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development
Street and Number: 2 N Charles Street, Suite 450 Phone: 410-209-5820

City: Baltimore, MD 21201
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In 2016, 84 properties encompassing approximately 2.5 acres in Old West Baltimore will be demolished
as a component of the State of Maryland’s blight elimination initiative called Project CORE (Creating
Opportunities for Renewal and Enterprise). The Old West Baltimore Historic District continues to
struggle as a blighted and vacant residential area of the City. The properties planned for demolition are
as follows, and are shown on the included maps:

e 2228,2230, 2232 and 2234 Etting Street

e 536,538, 540, 542, 544, 546, 548, 550, 552, 554, 556 and 558 Baker Street

e 604, 606, 608, 610 and 612 Baker Street

e 1344, 1346, 1348, 1350, 1352, 1354 and 1356 N Calhoun Street

904, 906, 908, 910, 912, 914, 916, 918, 920, 922, 924, 926, 928 and 930 N Mount Street

1703, 1705, 1707, 1710 and 1712 Mosher Street

e 635and 637 W Lafayette Street

e 1340 and 1342 Argyle Avenue

e 1308, 1310, 1312,1314, 1316, 1318, 1320, 1322, 1324 and 1326 Argyle Avenue

e 554,556,558, 560, 562, 564, 566, 568, 570 and 572 Presstman Street

e 1818, 1820,1822,1824, 1826, 1828, 1830, 1832, 1834, 1836, 1838, 1840, 1842, 1844 and 1846
Division Street

The structures at 2228-2234 Etting Street are among the last standing structures on the block. The
properties are surrounded by vacant lots from previous demolition efforts. The buildings are small two
story, two bay wide traditional brick rowhouses with segmental arched windows and decorative brick
door hoods. A few of the original marble stairs are present. A brick frieze with a Greek key motif
ornaments the otherwise plain metal cornice.

The structures at 536-558 Baker Street are small two story, two bay wide Italianate brick rowhouses
with segmental arched windows and front doors with transoms and decorative brick door hoods. The
facades are capped with scroll sawn wood bracketed cornices. The end unit at 558 Baker Street has a
first floor corner store with an angled entrance and scroll sawn bracketed wood storefront overhang.
Most of the front stairs have been replaced with concrete and many of the facades have been covered
with formstone.
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Nameltitle Melissa Archer, Project Manager Date: July 6, 2016
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The structures at 604-612 Baker Street are the last standing structures on the block. The buildings are
two story, two bay wide traditional brick rowhouses with segmental arched windows, and bracketed
and dentilled wood cornices. There is fire damage evident that originates from 608 Baker Street.

The structures at 904-930 N Mount Street are three story, three bay wide traditional brick rowhouses
with segmental arched windows, bracketed wood cornices and four sets of brick sawtooth string courses
located along the water table, between the first and second floors, between the second and third floors,
and below the cornices. The end unit at 930 N Mount Street has a corner store on the first floor with a
modern brick storefront with angled entrance.

The structures at 1703-1707 Mosher are three story, three bay wide Italianate brick rowhouses with
scroll sawn bracketed wood cornices, segmental arched windows with decorative springing stones, and
brick sawtooth string courses at the second and third floors. The center unit at 1705 Mosher Street has
original one-over-one sash windows with fluted frames and decorative dentilled tympanums. The
entrances have simple transom windows above the doors with marble stairs.

Across the Street there are only two structures standing at 1710-1712 Mosher St. The structure at 1710
Mosher is a three story, three bay wide brick traditional rowhouse with an elaborate scroll sawn wood
bracketed cornice, decorative molded brick segmental window arches, and molded brick string courses
at the first, second and third floors. The adjacent building at 1712 Mosher Street is a three story, two
bay wide structure with decorative brick pilasters from the second to third floors, segmental arched
windows with center keystones and brick string courses at the second and third floors. Both buildings
have front doors with jack arches, transom windows, and marble stairs.

The structures at 635-637 W Lafayette and 1342 Argyle Avenue are three story, two or three bay wide
traditional brick rowhouses with corbelled cornices and entrances with transom windows and marble
stairs. The structure at 1340 Argyle Avenue is a three story, three bay wide painted brick rowhouse with
a scroll sawn wood bracketed cornice, jack arched windows, and arched brick door surround. The
property has a raised basement with a front basement entrance. 1324-1326 Argyle Street are two
stories tall and two and three bays wide, respectfully. They are unique for being the only two structures
on the block with corbeled brick cornices and decorative molded brick door headers. The remainder of
the block from 1308-1322 Argyle Avenue consists of three story, two bay wide brick rowhouses with
scroll sawn wood bracketed cornices and segmental arched windows.
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The structures at 554-572 Presstman Street are among the more architecturally distinct rowhouses in
the district. They are three story, three bay wide brick Queen Anne style rowhouses with segmental
arched windows, and front entrances with decorative brick surrounds and transom windows.
Interspersed along the block are side gable roofs clad with multi colored slate shingles with decorative
patterns composed of fishscale and diamond shaped shingles. Front gable dormer windows penetrate
the slate roofs and decorative brick string courses run along the rooflines. The other six interspersed
structures have corbeled brick friezes with simple metal cornices and decorative brick protrusions with a
checkerboard pattern on the second and third floors. Most of the facades have either been covered with

formstone or painted.

The structures at 1818-1846 Division Street are small two story, two bay wide traditional brick
rowhouses with jack arched windows, simple wood bracketed cornices, and entrances with arched door
transoms and marble stairs. There is evidence of historic two-over-two sash windows. Over half of the
buildings have been covered with formstone and are missing cornices.
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Map: Proposed demolition at Etting Street and 500 block of Baker Street
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Map: Proposed demolition at 600 block of Baker Street
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Map: Proposed demolition at N Mount and Mosher Streets
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Map: Proposed demolition at W Lafayette Avenue and Argyle Avenue
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Map: Proposed demolition at Presstman Street and Division Street
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Map: Proposed demolition at N Calhoun St
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Name of Property: Old West Baltimore Historic District
Location: Baltimore City, Maryland

Image File Name

Description of View

B- 1373_2016-03-29 01
B- 1373_2016-03-29_02
B- 1373_2016-03-29_03
B- 1373_2016-03-29_04
B- 1373_2016-03-29_05
B- 1373_2016-03-29_06
B- 1373_2016-03-29 07
B- 1373_2016-03-29 08
B- 1373_2016-03-29_09
B- 1373_2016-03-29_10
B- 1373_2016-03-29 11
B- 1373_2016-03-29 12
B- 1373_2016-03-29_13
B- 1373_2016-03-29_14
B- 1373_2016-03-29_15

B-1373_2016-03-29_16
B-1373_2016-03-29_17
B-1373_2016-03-29_18
B-1373_2016-03-29_19
B-1373_2016-03-29 20
B-1373_2016-03-29 21
B-1373_2016-04-03_22

Photographer: Melissa Archer

2228-2234 Etting St, northeast elevations, looking west

536-558 Baker St, southeast elevations, looking west

536-540 Baker St, southeast elevations, looking northwest
542-546 Baker St, southeast elevations, looking northwest
548-552 Baker St, southeast elevations, looking northwest
554-558 Baker St, southeast elevations, looking northwest
604-612 Baker St, southeast elevations, looking west

901-930 N Mount St, east elevations, looking southwest

924-930 N Mount St, east elevations, looking west

916-922 N Mount St, east elevations, looking west

906-914 N Mount St, east elevations, looking west

904-908 N Mount St, east elevations, looking west

1703-1707 Mosher St, north elevations, looking southwest
1710-1712 Mosher St, south elevations, looking north

635-637 W Lafayette Ave and 1342 Argyle Ave, northwest elevations,
looking southeast

1340-1342 Argyle Ave, northeast elevations, looking west
1308-1326 Argyle Ave, northeast elevations, looking southwest
554-572 W Presstman St, southeast elevations, looking west
554-562 W Presstman St, southeast elevations, looking northwest
564-572 W Presstman St, southeast elevations, looking northwest
1818-1846 Division St, northeast elevations, looking south
1344-1356 N Calhoun St, east elevations, looking northwest

Dates photographed: Photographs shot on two different dates, 3-29-2016 and 4-3-2016
Paper and Ink combination used: Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink with Epson Premium Photo Paper Glossy
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Name of Property: Old West Baltimore Historic District
Location: Baltimore City, Maryland

In 2013-2016, blocks within the historic district are being demolished. Many of the properties on these
blocks are already vacant lots, where demolition has occurred in the past. This area continues to struggle
as a blighted and vacant residential area of the City. The properties being demolished are as follows, and
are shown on the included maps:

Droper e
1600 Argyle Avenue A4 A S

602-652 (evens) Pitcher Street

1720-1734 (evens) Division Street
1801-1831 (odds), 1800-1832 Etting Street )
506-516 (evens), 520-524 (evens) Laurens Street L?) -\31 D )
547-567 (odds) Laurens Street

556, 564-574 (evens) Wilson Street

1000-1040 (evens), 1001-1039 (odds) North Stricker Street

1513-1519 Riggs Avenue

1430 Mosher Street

1610-1614, 1628-1634 West Lanvale Street

812 North Gilmor Street

LSRN Q> Ao d .

The properties are all rowhouses that are typical of the historic district, in its multiple types. In the
traditional or Italianate style, the fagades are capped with simple metal cornices or scrolled sawn wood
cornices. Many of the brick facades have been covered with Formstone or a similar product. Window and
door openings are generally segmentally arched or flat, with windows that were likely originally one-
over-one. Information on the interiors of the properties is not available, as most of the properties are
vacant, boarded, and/or condemned.

In 2013-2016, the 1600 block of Edmondson Avenue and 1430-1432 Druid Hill Avenue are proposed for
interim stabilization of Baltimore City owned properties.

Edmondson Avenue is a unique block within the district, of three-story (nearly four full stories)
rowhouses with a projecting bay that was originally wood and ornate (See Addendum photographs). All
but one bay on the block has been modified with siding or simplified with other materials.

Baltimore City’s Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation (CHAP) is the local review
body for local (Baltimore City) historic districts. Upton’s Marble Hill local historic district is located
entirely inside the footprint of Old West Baltimore. All properties in this local district are reviewed in
relation to their building permit requests, and must follow the Baltimore City CHAP Design Guidelines.
More documentation is available in the CHAP library in Baltimore City.

Prepared by:

nameltitle Robyn Chrabascz, Historic Preservation Officer
organization Baltimore City Dept. of Housing & Comm. Dev. Date August 16, 2013
street & number 417 E. Fayette Street, Suite 313 telephone 443-984-1871

city or town Baltimore state MD
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Name of Property: Old West Baltimore Historic District
Location: Baltimore City, Maryland

Druid Heights Neighborhood within Old West Baltimore

Image File Name

Description of the View

B-1373_2012-10-24_01
B-1373_2012-10-24_02
B-1373_2012-10-24_03
B-1373_2012-10-24_04
B-1373_2012-10-24_05
B-1373_2012-10-24_06
B-1373_2012-10-24 07
B-1373_2012-10-24_08
B-1373_2012-10-24_09
B-1373_2012-10-24_10
B-1373_2012-10-24_11
B-1373_2012-10-24_12

500 Block (even) Laurens St, West of Etting St
500 Block (even) Laurens St, East of Etting St
1818 Etting St

1826 Etting St

1800 Block Etting St looking south

1700 Block Division St

500 Block (odd) Laurens St

500 Block (odd) Laurens St Cornice Detail
559 Laurens St

500 Block (odd) Laurens St Brick Detail

500 Block (odd) Laurens St Brick Detail

1600 Block W Lanvale St

1000 Block North Stricker Street within Old West Baltimore

Image File Name

Description of the View

B-1373_2012-10-24_13
B-1373_2012-10-24_14
B-1373_2012-10-24_15
B-1373_2012-10-24_16
B-1373_2012-10-24_17
B-1373_2012-10-24_18
B-1373_2012-10-24_19
B-13732012-10-24 20
B-1373_2012-10-24 21
B-1373_2012-10-24_22
B-1373_2012-10-24_23
B-1373_2012-10-24 24

1039-1033 N Stricker St (left to right)
1033-1025 N Stricker St (left to right)
1009-1001 N Stricker St (left to right)
N Stricker St looking north

1400 Block E Mosher St

1000-1008 N Stricker St (left to right)
1008-1014 N Stricker St (left to right)
1016 N Stricker St

1016-1022 N Stricker St (left to right)
1024-1032 N Stricker St (left to right)
1032-1040 N Stricker St (left to right)
1039 N Stricker St

Upton’s Marble Hill Local Historic District within Old West Baltimore

Image File Name

Description of the View

B-1373_2013-08-09 25
B-1373_2013-08-09 26
B-1373_2013-08-09_27
B-1373_2013-08-09 28
B-1373_2013-08-09 29
B-1373_2013-08-09 30

Prepared by:
nameftitie

1500 Block (odd) Druid Hill Ave looking south

Intersection of Druid Hill and McMechen, looking northeast
400 Block Mosher St

1423 Druid Hill Ave

1400 Block (odd) Druid Hill Ave, varied setbacks

1300 Block Druid Hill Ave, looking south towards Bethel AME

Robyn Chrabascz, Historic Preservation Officer

organization

Baltimore City Dept. of Housing & Comm. Dev. Date August 16, 2013

street & number

417 E. Fayette Street, Suite 313 telephone 443-984-1871

city or town

Baitimore state MD
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B-1373_2013-08-09 31
B-1373_2013-08-09 32
B-1373_2013-08-09 33
B-1373_2013-08-09 34
B-1373_2013-08-09 35

1400 Block Druid Hill Ave looking south from Mosher St
Alley between 1400 Block Etting towards Druid Hill Ave
400 Block Mosher St

400 Block Mosher St

1500 Block Druid Hill Ave looking north from Mosher

1600 Block Edmondson Avenue within Old West Baltimore

Image File Name

Description of the View

B-1373_2013-08-09 36
B-1373_2013-08-09_37
B-1373_2013-08-09 38
B-1373_2013-08-09_39
B-1373_2013-08-09_40
B-1373_2013-08-09_41
B-1373 2013-08-09_42
B-1373_2013-08-09_43

1610-1624 Edmondson Ave

1600 Block Edmondson Ave looking north
1610-1624 Edmondson Ave, rear elevation
Door at 1624 Edmondson Ave

1614 Edmondson Ave showing original details
1614 Edmondson Ave showing original details
1614 Edmondson Ave showing original details
1600 Block Edmondson Ave looking east

Photographer: Robyn Chrabascz

Paper and Ink combination used:
Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink with Epson Photo Paper Glossy
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city or town Baltimore state MD
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Name of Property: Old West Baltimore Historic District
Location: Baltimore City, Maryland

Druid Heights Neighborhood within Old West Baltimore

Image File Name

Description of the View

B-1373_2012-10-24 01
B-1373_2012-10-24_02
B-1373_2012-10-24_03
B-1373_2012-10-24_04
B-1373_2012-10-24_05
B-1373_2012-10-24_06
B-1373_2012-10-24_07
B-1373_2012-10-24_08
B-1373 2012-10-24_09
B-1373_2012-10-24_10
B-1373_2012-10-24_11
B-1373 2012-10-24_12

500 Block (even) Laurens St, West of Etting St
500 Block (even) Laurens St, East of Etting St
1818 Etting St

1826 Etting St

1800 Block Etting St looking south

1700 Block Division St

500 Block (odd) Laurens St

500 Block (odd) Laurens St Cornice Detail
559 Laurens St

500 Block (odd) Laurens St Brick Detail

500 Block (odd) Laurens St Brick Detail

1600 Block W Lanvale St

1000 Block North Stricker Street within Old West Baltimore

Image File Name

Description of the View

B-1373_2012-10-24_13
B-1373_2012-10-24_14
B-1373_2012-10-24_15
B-1373_2012-10-24_16
B-1373_2012-10-24_17
B-1373_2012-10-24_18
B-1373_2012-10-24_19
B-1373_2012-10-24_20
B-1373_2012-10-24 21
B-1373_2012-10-24_22
B-1373_2012-10-24_23
B-1373_2012-10-24 24

1039-1033 N Stricker St (left to right)
1033-1025 N Stricker St (left to right)
1009-1001 N Stricker St (left to right)
N Stricker St looking north

1400 Block E Mosher St

1000-1008 N Stricker St (left to right)
1008-1014 N Stricker St (left to right)
1016 N Stricker St

1016-1022 N Stricker St (left to right)
1024-1032 N Stricker St (left to right)
1032-1040 N Stricker St (left to right)
1039 N Stricker St

Upton’s Marble Hill Local Historic District within Old West Baltimore

Image File Name

Description of the View

B-1373_2013-08-09 25
B-1373_2013-08-09 26
B-1373_2013-08-09 27
B-1373_2013-08-09 28
B-1373_2013-08-09_ 29
B-1373 2013-08-09_30
B-1373_2013-08-09 31
B-1373_2013-08-09 32
B-1373_2013-08-09_33

1500 Block (odd) Druid Hill Ave looking south

Intersection of Druid Hill and McMechen, looking northeast
400 Block Mosher St

1423 Druid Hill Ave

1400 Block (odd) Druid Hill Ave, varied setbacks

1300 Block Druid Hill Ave, looking south towards Bethel AME
1400 Block Druid Hill Ave looking south from Mosher St
Alley between 1400 Block Etting towards Druid Hill Ave

400 Block Mosher St
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(Continued)
B-1373_2013-08-09_34 400 Block Mosher St
B-1373_2013-08-09_35 1500 Block Druid Hill Ave looking north from Mosher

1600 Block Edmondson Avenue within Old West Baltimore

Image File Name Description of the View
B-1373_2013-08-09_36 1610-1624 Edmondson Ave
B-1373_2013-08-09_37 1600 Block Edmondson Ave looking north
B-1373 2013-08-09 38 1610-1624 Edmondson Ave, rear elevation
B-1373 2013-08-09 39 Door at 1624 Edmondson Ave
B-1373_2013-08-09_40 1614 Edmondson Ave showing original details
B-1373_2013-08-09 41 1614 Edmondson Ave showing original details
B-1373_2013-08-09_42 1614 Edmondson Ave showing original details
B-1373 2013-08-09 43 1600 Block Edmondson Ave looking east

Photographer: Robyn Chrabascz

Paper and Ink combination used:
Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink with Epson Photo Paper Glossy








































































































































































































































































