AA-864

Stanton Center, (Stanton School)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 06-11-2004
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
historic Stanton School
and/or common Stanton Center (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 92 West Washington Street l n/a_ not for publication
city, town Annapolis n/a vicinity of congressional district Fourth
state Maryland code 24 county Anne Arundel code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
- district X public X occupied ___agriculture — _ museum
X building(s) ___ private — unoccupied ____ commercial —  park
“ __structure ___both —_ work in progress ___ educational —__ private residence
. site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment — religious
—__ object —_In process —__yes: restricted _X_ government —— sclentific
___ being considered 4 yes: unrestricted — industria! — transportation
_X not applicable __  po —_ military ___other:
4. Owner of Property
name Anne Arundel County
street & number Arundel Center, Calvert Street
city, town Annapolis n/a vicinity of state Maryland 21401

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Anne Arundel County Record Office

street & number Anne Arundel County Courthouse, Church Circle

clty, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Maryland Eistorical Trust
title Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined elegible? __yes X __no
sate 1983 — federal _X state __ county ___ local
depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust, 21 State Circle

city, town Annapolis state  Maryland 21401




7. Description { | ( M- L4

Condition Check one Check one
~~ __ excellent — deteriorated ___ unaitered©  _X_original site
*_good —__ruins X_ altered —_moved date
—— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

The Stanton Center is a two story (plus basement), brick masonry building
with a one story addition located on the north side of West Washington Street 'in
Annapolis, Maryland. The principal, West Washington Street, facade has a
central entry projection with flanking 3 bay walls; the addition is a one story,
stucco building. The brick is laid in Flemish Bond with dark headers, there is
a brick belt course at the second floor level and the window openings have flat
brick arches, some with exaggerated brick keystones and ends. The windows are
double hung (6/6) except for the stair hall window which has gothic arched mutins
in the upper sash. The entry has modern metal doors in a classical pedimented
frame. The plan consists of four corner classrooms on each floor with a central
stairhall. The building's present form is the result of four building efforts:
the main building was originally 2% stories with no central projection and was
constructed between 1897 and 1903; the % story attic burned and was demolished
along with an earlier wooden cornice between 1913 and 1921 at which time the
projecting entry was added to accommodate a second interior stairway;
between 1921 and 1930 a one story addition was made to the western side of the
building; and, in 1974 a concrete block addition was made to the rear.

- GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Stanton Center is a rectangular, flat roofed, two story building located
at 92 West Washington Street in the 4th Ward of Annapolis, Maryland. The building
includes two additions, a one story stucco on masonry addition along West
Washington Street, and a one story concrete block addition to the rear.

Preceding the present buildings, the lot was occupied by the original Stanton
Public School, a 40' X 35' wood frame, 2 story building, built between 1881 and
1893. No evidence of this building remains.

The building's present appearance is the result of three different construction
efforts carried out between 1893 and 1930. The main block of the building, a 75'
by 45', 2% story masonry building, was built between 1897 and 1903. The brick
wall is in flemish bond with dark headers; there is a 5-brick deep, projecting
belt course between the lst and 2nd floors; and the window openings have flat
arches with various brick details; the 2nd floor windows have exaggerated keystones
and 1imposts the first floor window arches abut the belt course, and the
basement window openings (now bricked up) have exaggerated keystones only. Each
classroom, flanking the hall, has three large double hung wood windows.

Originally there was a wooden cornice along West Washington Street elevation.
The plan, identical for both principal floors, consists of 4 large classrooms
with a central stairhall, originally with one staircase to the rear. (These
large classrooms have been subdivided into smaller spaces with partitions.)
There is no evidence of the original % story attic, but oral recollections
—_— suggest dit had the same 4 room plan as the other floors.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1
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The second building effort took place between 1913 and 1921 after a fire
destroyed the % story attic classrooms. At this time the wooden cornice was
removed and a four foot (approximately) projection was added to the West
Washington Street elevation to accommodate the addition of a second, larger
stairway. This projection continues the bond pattern and brick detailing of the
original building. The second story of the stairhall has an interesting double
hung window with gothic stylemuntins in the upper sash; this window contrasts
with the classical, pedimented entry trim of am unknown date.

The third major building effort occurred between 1921 and 1930 when a
one story, stucco on masonry addition was added to the western side of the
building. This domestic science addition has double hung windows and a simple
box cornice.

To these earlier building efforts additions have been made to provide
new stairs and ramps for the entry, and in 1974 a one story concrete block
addition was made to the rear (morth) for use as an ‘indoor basketball court
and recreation hall. This rear addition does not contribute to the significance
of the resource.

VERBAL - BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

As recorded in Liber 2364, Folio 495 of the land records of Anne Arundel (bunty,
all that part of lot #5 on the plat of the real estate of the late Nicholas
Brewer, Senior, of the City of Annapolis, fronting on Washington Street in
Annapolis, and commencing on said street at the northern corner of the lot of
ground heretofore sold by the said Elias G. Hyde and Frances A. Hyde, his wife
to one Andrew Meek, and rumning from thence in a northwesterly direction
fronting on and with the line of said Washington Street for the distance of
ninety feet, thence at right angles with said line through said lot #5, seventy-
seven and two thirds feet to intercept the line of lot #4 on said plat, thence
with the division line of said lots numbers 4 & 5 in a southeasterly direction
ninety feet to the cornmer of the lot so as before stated sold to said Meek, and
with the line of said Meek's lot to the beginning.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property consists of a single lot, first conveyed to the
Stanton School. The original building and addition are contained on the lot,
while the 1974 addition spans the rear property line.



8. Significance’ C - 86 ¥

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

~— —— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion
——1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation —law —— science
—— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics — literature — sculpture
— 1600-1699 _ X _architecture _X_education ____ military X social/
—1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —__ music humanitarian
——1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
X __ 1900~ ____ communications — industry — politics/government __ transportation

____invention —___ other (specify)

Specific dates 1 ggi):jgga ;3 1913-1921 gyjider/architect unkpown
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Applicable Criterion: A

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Stanton Center is significant for its association with the development
and establishment of an educational system for black children in Annapolis and
Anne Arundel County. Before the Civil War, the education of black childrenm was
left to the efforts of various community organizations and churches. 1In 1869 a
site on Washington Street in Annapolis was purchased by the Board of Trustees of
the Stanton School as a site for "...a school for the colored children of the
City of Annapolis." The present building is the second school building on the
site and was first used as an elementary school and later became the first black
high school in Anne Arundel County. The building was in use until the desegregation
of the Anne Arundel County school system in the 1960's. Throughout its history
and use as a school and community center, the Stanton School/Center has been an
important part of the black community.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

In 1865 a Freedman's Bureau School was established at Mill Swamp in southern
Anne Arundel County as the county's first public school for black children.
Between 1867 and 1868 the Stanton School was founded in Parole outside of Annapolis.
In 1869, in Annapolis, William H. Butler, William Dorsey, William Bishop, Moses
Lake, Charles Shorter, Charles Johnson and Nobel Watkins, as the Trustees of the
Stanton School, purchased property on Washington Street for $900 as a site for
"...a school for the colored children of the City of Annapolis and its vicinity."
The school was to be under the control of the Trustees until "...a system of
public schools for the colored children of the State shall have been established
by Act of Assembly."2 The trustees were to be directed by the patrons, supporters
and subscribers of the school.

The setting up of a board of Trustees under the direction of the community
is a significant step in the establishment of a school system for black children.
Earlier, education had been an ad hoc process taken care of by churches and
fraternal community organizations in the black community. Such organizations as
the Gallilean Fisherman's Hall on Fleet and East Streets in Annapolis would act
in a benevolent capacity for its members not only for education, but also for the

welfare and support of aged people and widowed families as well as burials and
funerals.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2
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Sometime between 1881 and 1893 a 2 story wood frame building was built on
the Stanton School property on Washington Street. This first building was used
as an elementary school. Around the turn of the century, the first stage of the
present brick building was completed. This building had 8 classrooms and cost
$9,000 to build. The building was used as an elementary school until 1919 when
the first black high school in Anne Arundel County was established in the Stanton
School building.

Between 1921 and 1930, a one story addition was built along the western side
of the building. This building was constructed with funds raised by the women of
St. Philip's and St. Anne's Episcopal churches. This addition housed the domestic
science curriculum.

The Stanton School remained a combination elementary and secondary school
until the construction of Bates High School on Smithville Street in Annapolis in
1932. The Bates High School was built on property donated to the school and
deeded to the County by the community and Wiley Bates, Annapolis' third black
Alderman. From 1932 to 1938 the Stanton school remained in use as an elementary
school, and in 1938 it became Bates Junior High School when Adams Park Elementary
School opened. It remained in use as a Junior High School until the desegregation
of the Anne Arundel County School system in the mid 1960's.

The property remained with the Board of Education and was used as a
storage building until it was turned over to the City of Annapolis for use as
a Community Center. In 1974, under a U. S. Housing and Urban Development grant,
the concrete block addition was constructed to the rear for use as a recreation
and athletic hall.

The Stanton School building remains as a monument to the support of the
black community has provided in the recognition of the importance of education,
and in its continued use as a community center it remains an active part of the
community.

Notes

1Land Records of Anne Arundel County, Liber SH3, Folio 165.

21bid.



‘9. Major Bibliog .phical References’ Ad. $o¢

See Continuation Sheet #2

source, T. Norwood Brown, Stanton Center Commission: former director of
Urban Renewal, City of Annapolis; former student at Stanton School.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _less than one acre )
Quadrangle name __Annapolis, Maryland Quadrangle scale __1:24,000
UMT References o
B
“ll_.a_llzllnglu.ug.lm_ahgl_a_mﬂ Lo bl Lo b b b
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
ed bbb bbbl ol o ) Ly by ) bbbl
' H T 1J Flod o b b o b by o
nlllu-ul o Loy Wl Lol b balabaa

Verbal boundary description and justification

See Continuation Sheet #2 and attached Site Plan.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state 1n/a code county code

—

late code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Michael Justin Dowling

organization Annapolis City Committee/MHT : date 1 August 1983
street & number Post Office Box 226 telephone (301) 268-5497
city or town Annapolis state Maryland 21404

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
—_ national —_state X _iocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the He;t%nservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature /J - [? 'KS’
title STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER date
iv For HCRS use only

i hoteby ooﬂlfythat this property is lncluded in the National Register R

Kooper ot tho’ National Register
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AA-864/AAAST4~ 1903
Stanton Center

(Stanton School)

92 West Washington Street

Annapolis

Originally a school, this Classical Revival brick pile structure has a
projecting central pavilion with an excellent pedimented entrance that
incorporates metopes and triglyphs, dentils, and Doric pilasters supporting a full
entablature. Windows are 6/6 with splayed brick arches. There is a belt course
between the two floors. The cornice has been removed and the original front
door replaced. The brickwork is laid in Flemish bond, and there is a rectangular
window with Gothic pointed arch tracery over the entrance. Rectangular in plan,
40’ x 75, seven by three bays, there is a large addition to the rear, two stories in
height, of concrete block.

The Stanton Center is significant for its association with the development
and establishment of an educational system for black children in Annapolis and
Anne Arundel County. Before the Civil War, the education of black children was
left to the efforts of various community organizations and churches. In 1869 a
site on Washington Street in Annapolis was purchased by the Board of Trustees
of the Stanton School as a site for “. . . a school for the colored children of the
City of Annapolis.” The present building is the second school building on the
site and was first used as an elementary school and later became the first black

high school in Anne Arundel County. The building was in use until the

desegregation of the Anne Arundel County school system in the 1960s.
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Throughout its history and use as a school and community center, the Stanton

School/Center has been an important part of the black community.
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90 Washington Street 1903
Annapolis
Private

Originally a school, this Classic Revival brick pile
structure has a projecting central pavillion with an excel-
lent pedimented entrance that incorporates triglyphs and
metopes, dentils and Doric pilasters supporting a full
entablature. Windows are 6/6 with splayed brick arches.
There is a belt course between the two floors. The cornice
has been removed and the original front door replaced. The
brickwork is laid in Flemish bond and there is a rectan-
gular window with Gothic pointed arch tracery over the entrance.
Rectangular in plan, 40' x 75', seven by three bays, there
is a large addition at the rear, two stobrfes, of concrete block.




Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

—

Survey No. AA‘ %fc‘f

Magi No.

DOE

yes no

1. Name indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common

2. Location

o Ta e’ N 4e
oG ‘lashin~ton

street & number

____not for publication

city, town Annapolis ____ vicinity of congressional district 30th
state Maryland county Anne Arundel
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district ____ public __X occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum
—X__building(s) — private —___ unoccupied ____ commercial ___park
— structure ____ both —_work in progress ___ educational ____ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
.~ Object __in process ____yes: restricted ____ government - scientific
— being considered __X yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
not applicable ___no ____ military ___ other:

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

nne Aruncel Counuyr
name Lnne runce wOou N

Aruncel Cent
street & number wrunces venver

telephone no.:

. Annanolis
city, town napolls

state and zip code

0. 2LaC1

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Anne Arundel Cty Courthouse liber
street & number Church Circle folio
. city, town Annapolis state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing =sistorical surveys

title Historic Annapolis, Inc

date Sept., 1983 —federal ____state ___ county _y local
o ‘pository for survey records 1 o4 prinee George St

city,town Annapolis state

Maryland



7. Description survey No. Af- Gltx

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent . deteriorated ____ unaltered ___original site

— good —___ruins — altered —— moved date of move
— fair —___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Originally a school, this Classic Revival brick pile
structure has a projecting central pavillion with an excel-
lent pedimented entrance that incorporates triglyphs and
metopes, dentils and Doric pilasters supporting a full
entablature. Windows are 6/6 with splayed brick arches.
There is a belt course between the two floors. The cornice
has been removed and the original front door replaced. The
brickwork is laid in Flemish bond and there is a rectan-
gular window with Gothic pointed arch tracery over the entrance.
Rectangular in plan, 40' x 75', seven by three bays, there
is a large addition at the rear, two stories, of concrete block.



8. Significance

Survey No. H—:*_AA- Z(ﬁf

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community ptanning ___ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —_conservation — law — science
~7 _1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture
- 1600-1699 ____ architecture — education — military — social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —_music humanitarian
—1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____theater
—1900- - communications —industry — politics/government ___ transportation
____invention — other (specify)
Specific dates 1203 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: B _C _D

and/or

Applicable Exception:

Level of Significance:

B C D E F G

__national _ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No. /;'A - Q(p Lf

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

do NOT complete UTM references

Quadrangle scale

A B
Lot b e b Lo Ll et b
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte Ryssell Wright, Consultant
organizationHi storic Annapolis, Inc. date Sept. 1983

street & number 194 Prince George St.

telephone (301) 267-7619

city or town Annapolis

state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to

was officially created by
be found in the Annotated

Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to:
Shaw House
21 State Circle

Maryland Historical Trust

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST SURVEY NUMBER: ,99-#59¢/— Ah- QY-

-

21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:
SHAW HOUSE
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES:

Zone/Easting/Northi
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 23 ing

Individual Structure Survey Form

U.S5.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:
Annapolis Community College

s A g e

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: H
TOWN: Annapolis P
LOCATION: | PRESENT USE: Community Center s
90 Washington ORIGINAL USE: School .
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: K
COMMON NAME:
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR:
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: SCHOOLMap30 Par 584 |
SUNER: Anne Arundel County PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: f
ADDRESS: Arundel Center Excellent ( ) Good (%) |
Annapolis, MD 21401 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) {
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: '
Yes (*) No () Restricted ( ) STYLE: Geo. Revival Altered
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT:
Local (- State ( ) National ( ) (ij) 1903

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(®Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( )
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick(y) Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:
3. Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer( y) Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( )
Bonding Pattern: plemish Other:
4. Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood(y Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( )
Built Up( @ Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells( )
- Wings (x)Other: Projecting Central Pavillion
Roof Style: Gable( )Hip( )Shed( )Flat(x)Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( WithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Other: (Original Roof Removed)
Number of Stories: 2
Number of Bays: 7 x 3 Entrance Location: Centered
Approximate Dimensions: 75 x 40
THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat(x)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:

Alteration ( )Other:
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ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

Original hipped 1roof and cornice removed; good Georgian Revival
entrance in projecting central pavilion, belt course at second floor, —
splayed brick arches at windows with keys; later stoop.

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Severely altered Georgian Revival school, limiting architectural
value, but important to streetscape and to community as community center,]

REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up(¥)Densely-Built Up( )
Residential( )Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development ( )

Other:

RECORDED BY:

Russell Wright
ORGANIZATION:

Historic Annapolis, Inc

DATE RECORDED:
fug 1983 —
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Annapolis, Anne Arundel County
Russell Wright July, 1982
Maryland Historical Trust,
Annapolis, Maryland
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