
AL-IV-A-005 

Row Houses 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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COMMON: 

Row Houses 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION •. < .. ..:/. : .. ·• ... .. 
$TREET ANC' NUMBER: 

lOi-lOS-107-109-111 Decatur Street 
C!TY OR TOWN: 

Cumberland 
STATE I cou;;;~oranv 

M<:trv} ::I.TI d 
I~· CLASSff ICATtON .· >·· \. ::>: ·•: ..•.•• ... ::. :: •• ... · ····..::: ..-: •.•.• : >i 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District Gt Bui I ding 0 Public Public Acquisition: rn Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure QI: Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •11 Appropriate) 

0 Agriculturol 0 Government 0 Pork 0 T ronsportoti on 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial []t Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

~ .. OWNE!' OF PROPERTY ••·•. i.<>• . : ... • ..···.: .· ._.:-·.· .<:-·:· . 
.. , .. {:·: ... ;:}·. 

uWNER's NAME: 

Mnlt.inle nrivate owners (see inside of form) 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE: I 

IS• ~()CA.fiO:H OF L£G}i DESCRIPTJON :: : :::··•>\/:.<:· •:. :·\·./······:\::· .. . '"· 
... .. ..... ,,. ~ 

COURTHOUSE, RE<OISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Alleoranv County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

iO Washin.Q"f;on Street 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 
ritle Reference of Curron~ T"loorl (Bnnk & Pn. i) ! 

~IE. •tr~!~-~f#'r~'f"!.W tif ,EXlSTJHP $tdW~vs . . > . .. :- .·· .. ·•:.···· ' / ·. . ,;· ,. 
TIT\..E OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
l:>EPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: 

PS - 709 



0 Goad 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

~ Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

AL-1~> Oo5 

... 
·.• ' ·•• ::::.:.:<: .... ••...: ·•·•·•·•·•·•· ····· 

0 Ruina 0 ·UnexpaHd 

(Check One) 

Gt Altered 0 Uncltered I 0 Maved ~ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT I ~D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located at 103-111 Decatur Street, the row houses stand on the 
easterly side of the street in the block formed by Baltimore Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Cumberland, Allegany County. 

The row consists of five adjoining mid nineteenth century brick 
structures with brick cornices, each two bays wide, that set against the 
sidewalk. Numbers 103, 109, and 111 are two stories with gable roofs. 
Numbers 105 and 107 are three stories with gable roofs. Number 105 has 
external double chimneys. The entrances to numbers 103, 107, 109, and 
111 have broad surrounds while the doorway at 105 is plain but probably 
had an enfra.mement originally. Most of the facade (west side) windows 
have heavy lintels. All of the houses have non-original entrance porches 
and stairs. 

No. 4 Owner of Property and No. 5 Title Reference 

103 - Raymond 1. Beck 
103 Decatur Street 
Cumberland, Maryland 
Book 238, page 174 or 
Book 468, page 115 
25' x 150' 

105 - William G. Hill 
105 Decatur Street 
Cumberland, Maryland 
Book 461, page 877 
16 1 x 148' 

107 - James C. Bucy 
107 Decatur Street 
Cumberland, Maryland 
Book 206, p~ge 521 
17' x 148' 

109 - Charles A. Ryan 
109 Decatur Street 
Cumberland, Maryland 
Book 441, page 139 
14' x 148 1 

111 - Raymond A. Shaffer 
111 Decatur Street 
Cumberland, Maryland 
Book 217, page 484 
21 1 x 150' 
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PERIOO (Checlr One or More•• Approprl•te) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(Sl (lfAppllcal>le •ndKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric O Eng.ineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

:tJ Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

[lJ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losaphy 

Science 

Sculpture 

[)t Social/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Tron 1 portot ion 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The row houses at 103-111 Decatur Street are representative of 
mid-later nineteenth century "lower-middle class" housing in Cumberland. 
These modest dwellings offer a contrast with the "middle-upper class" 
houses located at the northerly end of Decatur Street near Frederick 
Street. The buildings should be compared with the turn of the twentieth 
century "middle class" detached houses that stand to the south along 
Decatur Street near .Baltimore Avenue. 

The precise date of construction of this row is not known although 
the decorative elements of the facade - the entrance surrounds and 
the lintels above the windows - indicated the mid-late nineteenth 
century. Although the five buildings are not identical (The inner two 
are three stories high and the others are two stories high), the 
structures are contiguous and fo:rm an important segment of the residential 
environment that dominates Decatur Street. 
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Allegany County Land Records, Courthouse, Cumberland, Maryland. 

r10. GEOGRAPHtCJ.L DATA 
I LAT'TUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ·-LATITUDE ANO L..ONGITUDE COORDINATES 10 DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CE!".ITER P0!"'1T OF A PROPERT-.r 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LA.TITUDE LONGITUDE '-ATITUDE LO"lGI TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . " . 
'"" 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

! 

! 
The property measures approximately 93' x 150'. 

I 
I 
I 

I 
T 

-fa L FORM PREPARED BY :,·.:::c ... 
NAME ANO Tl TLE: 

Ronald L. Andrews. Historic Site SurveJ'.: 
ORGANIZATION 

l
0

A~;/11/7J 1 Tri-Countv Council for Western Marvland. Inc. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Al ivln· :r "'T" T,.,Tl ~,,;+..,, C::1n 
CITY OR TOWN: 

'STATE I - - - ,.,,~- M~-Pl ~ .... r1 

µ3:J -
Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) State 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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I 710000 FEET (PA.): 

I 
SHORT GAP 6 :l Ml 
FORT llSHBV 11 Ml 

QUAORAlloC~£ lOCA 1101; 

2 210 000 FEET(\\. VA.): 
• tNT!:RIOflt -(U;Q1,..00ICAL •URYl"t WA5HU .. GTON 0 c - ton 

Heavy-duty 

Medium-duty 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

L1ght·dllty 

Unimproved dtrt . •••••••• 

Qu S. Rcute CJ State Route 

CUMBER~AND, MD.-PA.-W.VA. 
:-.'E14 .-"RCSTJURG :5· OUA::lRANGLE 

N3937.5-W7845/7.5 

1949 
AMS 5263 Ill NE- SERIES V833 

'J? ciw -nJ~t/8~ 
)"3- 11 1 heciaJ1UJ"r JL-Y~cJ-

~20000 FEET 
(W.VA.) 
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