WA-II-729
Old National Pike Milestone No. 64

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 03-12-2004
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|7. DESCRIPTION : .
(Check One)
1 Excellent T Goed X Foir {O Deterioroted ] Ruins 1 Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
" Altered K] Unaltered ] Moved X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The stones were located beginning at the Baltimore courthouse, spaced
one mile apart and placed on the north side of Maryland Route 144
primarily, but found also along sections of Route 40, Alternate Route
40, :aryland Route 165, and “Scenic 40" west of Hancock.

Owned by the state of Maryland on the edge of the right-of-way they
are completely accessible to the public.

Dimensions of the stones vary from section to section. Generally

they are about twelve inches wide, eight inches deep and project about
thirty inches above grade. The distance of the stone's facing the road;
"38 M to B" (38 miles to Baltimore). The other three faces bear no
inscription. The stone material also varies. The first thirty-nine
stones are of Baltimore gneiss from the Ellicott City area. From West
Friendship through Frederick to Boonesboro, the material is quartzite,
plentiful along the Monocacy River. From Boonesboro to Funkstown, a
very white limestone was used and also a different stone cutter whose
lettering is very distinctive. West of Hagerstown, the stones are of
a grey limestone. Sixty-nine stones remain on the route.
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[ SiGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbion!

[ 16th Century

[ 18th Century {0 20th Century

[ 15th Century [ 17th Century X 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1806-1818
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [0 Education O Political {3 Urban Planning
O Prehistoric [ Engineering O Religion/Phi. [ Other (Specity)
[ Histeric O Industry losophy
O Agricuiture [ Invention [} Science
O Architecture O Londscope [ Sculpture
O Arnt Architecture {8 Social/Humon-
O Commerce O Literature itarian
[ Communications [ Military [0 Theater
] Conservation O Music X Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These milestones mark the original route of the old National Pike from
Baltimore to Cumberland, Maryland.

The Baltimore-Fredericktown Turnpike Company was franchised by the state
in 1805 to construct, maintain a-d collect tolls on sixty-two miles of
toll road from Baltimore to Boonesboro, Maryland. The first tollgate
was opened April, 1807.

Jonathan Ellicott, President of this company, was instrumental in
having three other turnpikes formed which extended the road over the
mountains to Cumberland where it met the federally funded National Road,
opened in 1818. A group of banks, mostly from Baltimore, provided the
capital for the construction. This made possible overland transportation
all the way from Baltimore to St. Louis with the result that through the
Cumberland Narrows passed over half of the emigrants and freight of our
westward migration in its early days.

It is significant that Maryland was the first of the mid-Atlantic states
to finance and maintain its roads with the turnpike system, and the
method quickly spread throughout the eastern seaboard.
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Durrenberger, Joseph A. Turnpikes A Study of the Toll Road Movement.
New York: John Edwards, 1931.

Laws of Maryland. 1804. Chapter 51.

Nye, Edwin Darby. '"Rewards of a Roadside Quest." The Sunday Sun
Magazine, Baltimore. (June 17, 1973), 8-12.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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Inventory No. WA-II-726

——

PRESERVATION VISION 2000; THE MARYLAND PLAN
STATEWIDE HISTORIC CONTEXTS

L Geographic Region:
Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince George's and St. Mary's)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
X  Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
IL Chronological/Developmental Periods:
X Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present
Unknown Period ( prehistoric historic)
1. Historic Period Themes:

Agriculture

~~ _ X Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning
Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Government/Law

Military
Religion
Social/Educational/Cultural
Transportation

l

IV. Resource Type:

Category: Object

Historic Environment: Village

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): TRANSPORTATION/road related (milestone)
Known Design Source: none
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Inventory No. WA-II-727

—

PRESERVATION VISION 2000; THE MARYLAND PLAN
STATEWIDE HISTORIC CONTEXTS

I Geographic Region:
Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince George's and St. Mary's)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
X Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
IL Chronological/Developmental Periods:
X Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present
Unknown Period ( prehistoric historic)
II1. Historic Period Themes:

Agriculture

~ __ X  Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning
Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Government/Law

Military

Religion

Social/Educational/Cultural

Transportation

IV. Resource Type:

Category: Object

Historic Environment: Village

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): TRANSPORTATION/road related (milestone)
Known Design Source: none
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