T-367
Royal Oak Church

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Royal Oak Church is located on the southeast corner of
the intersectionof Royal Oak Road and Bellevue Road in Royal
Oak, Talbot County. Once a Methodist Church, the structure is
now being used by a construction contractor.

The main facade of The Royal Oak Church is the north gable
end which is three bays wide and has a central steeple tower.
The tower has four major divisions: A double door entrance with
a flat entableture and side lights and molded cornice; a mid-
section with two rectangular windows of 1/1 sash and colored
glass panes below a dentil cornice; a taller clapboard section
with a circular window and triangular pediment on all four sides;
and the bell tower and shingled spire. The other two bays on
the north facade and the three bays on the east and west facades
have pointed arch windows of colored glass on the clapboard wall.
There are cormer pilaster strips and a bracket cornice. The
south facade has a one bay frame rectangular apse.

The interior is one large room with antiroom in the bell
tower. The ceiling of the main room has a covering of elaborately
patterned pressed tin. Wainscoting in the main room and the anti-
room is also of pressed tin with a lancet arch motif, Both rooms
were originally plastered, however, and the ceiling of the chapel
was painted with an elaborate floral design. The windows are of
subtally colored opglescent glass.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Royal Oak Church is a nicely designed frame church of
the mid to late nineteenth century. The steeple tower and
wood ornamentation particularly enhance the character of the
church, : ‘

. Local tradition holds that this church was constructed
to serve Methodists with southern sympathies after the
Civil War.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EEMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
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[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY —_—
EB1F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty
ORGANIZATION DATE
Marvland Historical Trust May, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Shaw House, 21 State Circle

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis ‘ Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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