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Royal Oak Church 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Royal Oak Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

fl LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

intersection of Royal Oak Road and Bellevue Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Royal.Oak 
STATE 

Marv land 
lfcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

~BUILDING($) ~PRIVATE 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

N'OccUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

-OBJECT 

_BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

io!tNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Al Kilmon 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Royal Oak _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDs,ETc. Talbot County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Easton 
Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Talbot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

~OMMERCIAL 
_MUSEUM 

__ PAi'lK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Telephone #(301) 745-9064 

STATE, zip code 
Maryland 21662 

Liber #: 498 
Folio #: 106 

STATE 

Maryland 21601 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

./GOOD 

LFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

llALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

i/ ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Royal Oak Church is located on the southeast corner of 
the intersection of Royal Oak Road and Bellevue Road in Royal 
Oak, Talbot County. Once a Methodist Church, the structure is 
now being used by a construction contractor. 

The main facade of The Royal Oak Church is the north gable 
end which is three bays wide and has a central steeple tower. 
The tower has four major divisions: A double door entrance with 
a flat entableture and side lights and molded cornice; a mid­
section with two rectangular windows of 1/1 sash and colored 
glass panes below a dentil cornice; a taller clapboard section 
with a circular window and triangular pediment on all four sides; 
and the bell tower and shingled spire. The other two bays on 
the north facade and the three bays on the east and west facades 
have pointed arch windows of colored glass on the clapboard wall. 
There are corner pilaster strips and a bracket cornice. The 
south facade has a one bay frame rectangular apse. 

The interior is one large room with antiroom in the bell 
tower. The ceiling of the main room has a covering of elaborately 
patterned pressed tin. Wainscoting in the main room and the anti­
room is also of pressed tin with a lancet arch motif. Both rooms 
were originally plastered, however, and the ceiling of the chapel 
was painted with an elaborate floral design. The windows are of 
subtally colored op~lescent glass. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

i1aoo-1a99 

_1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURJ; 

~RCHITECTURE 
-ART 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Royal Oak Church is a nicely designed frame church of 
the mid to late nineteenth century. The steeple tower and 
wood ornamentation particularly enhance the character of the 
church. 

Local tradition holds that this church was constructed 
to serve Methodists with southern sympathies after the 
Civil War. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET If NECESS~Y 

lriJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland. Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Apnapolis 

DATE 

May, 1977 
TELEPHONE 

sr•TE 
Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181, KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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