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LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRYOFDEEDSETC. Frederick County Roads Department (Rrjdg #0.302)_ STREET& NUMBER 
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flREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

Historic American Engineering Record 
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STATE 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION, CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
X_EXCELLENT DETERIORATED _IJNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 
_GOOD RUINS X..ALTERED _MOVED DATE________ 
_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Bennies Hill Road Bridge spans Catoctin Creek southwest of Middletown, 

Frederick County, Maryland, on Bennies Hill Road, at the base of Bennies Hill. 

It is an iron bowstring pony truss bridge in a single span 94 feet in length 
and 14 feet 8 inches in width, built circa 1880 by the King Iron Bridge Manufacturing Company of Cleveland, Ohio. The structure is set on two abutments; the one on the 
west bank is a replaced reinforced concrete pier installed in summer 1977, the other is an original random stone abutment with wing walls. The entire structure, including 
new steel stringers, new wood planking, and a coat of paint was rehabilitated during the summer of 1977. 

It is believed that a wood truss bridge originally stood in the present location of Bennies Hill Bridge. Certainly by the flood of June, 1889, there were several 
iron truss bridges located south of Middletown as documented by this entry in the 
Frederick County Commissioners Minutes of Friday, August 16, 1889: "Messrs. Miller, Hightman, Madell, and Eyler took carriage and proceeded to Middletown."lImmediately 
after the flood the Coruiiissioners had sent for an "expert or good mechanic" from the King Iron Bridge Manufacturing Company and the Canton Wrought Iron Bridge Conipany,2 and later authorized $75,000.00 to be borrowed to build buidges.3 

1 Frederick County Commissioners Minutes, Friday, August 16, 1889, p.  43. 

2 Ibid., Tuesday, June 4, 1889, p.  30. 

3 Lki. Friday, June 28, 1889, p.  37. 
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industrial 
archeology 

SPECIFIC DATES 1889 c1rca BUILDER/ARCHITECT King Iron Bridge Company, 
Cleveland Ohio 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bennies Hill Road Bridge is the larger of two bowstring arch truss bridges in the county. Since the destruction of the Keysville Road Bridge, a twin arch column bridge, and relocation of the Detour Bridge, the Bennies Hill Road Bridge and Crum Road Bridge are the only two known bow arch bridges in Maryland situated in their original location. As such, the preservation of these bridges is important in documenting the history of bridge engineering design in Frederick County and the State of Maryland. 

The bowstring arch truss bridge was a popular design for the King Iron Bridge and Manufacturing Company. Its founder, Zenas King, patented the Tubular Arch Bridge in 1859, and the company began manufacturing bridges at the rate of approximately 
twenty-five per year. But by 1874 when the company's catalog was published, 250 to 300 bridges in Tubular Arch style were being built a year. By 1884 King Iron Bridge and Manufacturing Company was one of the largest highway bridge works in the United Statesq 1  Th€r are two other bridges in Frederick Connty known to have been built by the company and one more is attributed. However, the Bennies Hill Road Bridge is by far one of the finest examples of early iron truss bridge construction remaining in Frederick County, Maryland. 

' Dan Deibler, Metal Truss Bridges in Virginia, 1865-1932, 
(Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council, 1975), p.  35. 
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ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE_....._ LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate ths property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
Criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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