G-11-A-109

Matthews Homestead

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 12-01-2003
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Matthews Homestead

Selbysport

Private early 19th century
1835

The farm comprises a 1920's structure, facing north on the main road,
a machine shed and barn to the southwest, a stone chimney from the
original Matthews house to the southwest, a spring and pone east of the
homesite, and the Matthews family cemetery on the crest of the hill.

The ¢.1835 home was a two-part log building. The building was
covered with calpboards. The chimney of cut sandstone blocks feature
a single-block stone lintel.

The 1920's frame farmhouse measures two bays square by two stories high,
under a hipped roof. Narrow german siding covers the house, which stands
on a concrete covered foundation.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farmstead is spread over a hill rising to the southwest, on the
Selbysport road less than a mile west of the village. The farm comprises a
1920's structure, facing north on the main road, a machine shed and barn to the
southwest, a stone chimney from the original Matthews house to the southwest,

a spring and pond east of the homesite, and the Matthews family cemetery on
the crest of the hill to the south.

The c¢. 1835 home was a two-part log building. Both the two-story main
section to the east and the one-story western part were covered with gable
roofs running east-west. The building was covered with clapboards. The extant
chimmey marks the east end of the building. This chimney of cut sandstone
blocks features a single-block stone lintel. It retains its iron crane used to
suspend cooking pots.

The 1920's frame farmhouse measures two bays square by two stories high,
under a hipped roof. A single, hip-roofed dormer faces north. A stove-flue
chimney rises from the south-facing roof slope at the peak. One over one sash
light the house. Paired windows occupy the eastern first floor bays. A door
positioned between the cellar and first floor levels is located between the
two bays on the west elevations. Enclosed one-story porches cover the north
and south elevations. )

Narrow German siding covers the house, which stands on a concrete covered
foundation. Modern shingles cover the roof.

Several other notable features appear on the farm. The frame barn stands
on a stone foundation, which may pre-date the 1920's house. An Esso gravity-
fed gasoline pump from an old store in Selbysport stands at the entrance to
the property.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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KBl SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __.SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY _.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
--1700-1799 —ART _—ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
Xmoo-wss — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY ___TRANSPORTATION
X1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY .—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY;

_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

George Matthews, a stage coach driver on the National Pike, bought this
farm called "Joseph in Egypt," in 1835 and probably built the original house.
He was born in Emmitsburg, Frederick County, Maryland, in 1803, the son of
English immigrant Chidley Matthews. He died in 1890 and is buried in the
family cemetery along with wife Lydia Compton and several of their thirteen
children.

A daughter, Jane Matthews (1855-1941), who married Ulysses S. Frazee,
acquired the farm after her parents' death. After Ulysses' death the farm

was sold out of the family.
In its early days, the Matthews farm occupied a prominent spot on the

busy Morgantown Road near Selbysport. This town was a prosperous and early
settlement, and the main crossing point on the Youghiogheny River.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

The Glades Star Nos. 10, 11 vol. 2 Oakland, MD, Sept. 30, Dec. 31, 1952,
Pp. 16€;, 169: 176.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Merry Stinson, Historic Sites Surveyor
T T ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines March 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle 301-269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Friendsville, MD-PA G-II-A-109
USGS 7.5 Minute Series Matthews Homestead
Scale 1:24,000 0l1d Morgantown Road
1947; photorevised 1974 Selbysport







G-I11-A-109

Matthews Homestead
Garrett Co,, MD
Merry.Stinson 9/9/80
S & E elevs.
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Matthews Homestead
Garrett Co,, MD

Merry Stinson 9/9/80
Facade-N elev; W elev.
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Matthews Homestead
Garrett Co., MD
Merry Stinson 9/9/80
Chimney, W & S elevs.
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Matthews Homestead
Garrett Co,, MD
Merry Stinson 9/9/80
Gas pump, looking SE



