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Motter's Station Survey District

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 11-21-2003



F-6-90 Ca. 1875-1910
Motter's Station Survey District
Emmitsburg vicinity

Private

The Motter's Station Survey District is clustered around the intersection
of Four Points Road and Motter's Station Road in the vicinity of Emmitsburg,
Maryland. The district is comprised of eight contributing buildings and three
non—-contributing buildings. The survey district is significant in representing
a railroad community on the Emmitsburg rail line. Dating from the late
nineteenth century, the district demonstrates a commercial cluster around a
rail station with accompanying residences and shows a homogenous architectural
character: four of the residences were constructed in the same house type, the
I-house. The simple, vernacular buildings of the district reveal the
utilitarian nature of a railroad station district. The district is no longer

associated with the railroad, and the commercial buildings are not in use.




F-6-90

Motter's Station Survey District
Rocky Ridge

Frederick County

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery Counties,
and Baltimore City)

Chronological/Development Period:
Industrial/Urban Dominance 1870-1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes:
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Community Planning
Economic (Commercial & Industrial)
Transportation

Resource Type:
Category: Buildings

Historic Environment: Village

Historic Function and Use:
Domestic/single dwelling/residence
Domestic/secondary structure/garage
Commerce/Trade/speciality store/store
Commerce/Trade/warehouse/warehouse, commercial garage
Agricultural/Subsistence/agricultural outbuilding/barn
Transportation/rail-related/depot

Known Design Source: None




7 Survey No. F--90
MARYLAND iWENTCRY CF

. . . - Magi No.
] HER
Maryland Historical Trust  HISTCRIC PROPERTIES
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _no
1 - Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Motter's Station Survey District
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 15400, 15500 blocks Motter Station Road ___not for publication
city, town Rocky Ridge _X_ vicinity of congressional district 6th
state Maryland county Frederick
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
__X district ____ public _X_ occupied ___ agriculture —___ museum
___ building(s) _X_ private ____ unoccupied ___ commercial ____park
— structure — both ____work in progress __ educational _X_ private residence
— Site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment ) religious
_ object ____in process _X_ yes: restricted ____government scientific
— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted —_ industrial ——_ transportation
_x not applicable _  no ___ military ___other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Multiple owners - see attached list

street & number telephone no.:

city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ~ Frederick County Courthouse liber
street & number 100 W - Pa tY"i Ck StY‘eet fOliO
city, town  rederick state  Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

_date —_federal ____state __county ___local

aepository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. F-6-90
Condition Check one Check one

—— excellent ___ deteriorated _____ unaltered _X _original site

—__good ___ruins _X_ altered —__moved date of move

_X_ fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its

various elements as it exists today.

(Typed on separate sheet)



8- Significance Survey No. F-6-90

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
____prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion
- 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation — law — science
—1500-1599 __ agriculture ——_ economics —_ literature —_scuipture
___1600-1699 _X _ architecture ___ education —__ military ___ social/
—1700-1799 ___ art —_engineering —_ music humanitarian
X_ 1800-1899 _X commerce ___ exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
—_ 1900- ___ communications ___industry ____politics/government _X_ transportation
—_invention —_ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _XA __ B _XC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

(Typed on separate sheet)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-6-90

Atlas of Frederick County, Maryland, C.0. 11tus and Co., Philadelphia, 1873.

Map of Frederick County, Maryland, Isaac Bond, Baltimore, 1858.

"Post Offices of Frederick County", compiled by Charles W. Miller, 1887.

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Western Maryland, Vol. I, Louis H. Everts,
Philadelphia, 1882, p. 594.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name _ EmMmi tsburg MD Quadrangle Quadrangle scale ___1:24000

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

Al e e b b "Ll b b by o
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

clod b baad et baad ol Ly Ly ) b b Ly gl

el bbby g Lo by by gl F|__|_||14lllllllll|ll_|

(3 I I I T T I O A AT LN T T T T

Verbal boundary description and justification

Tax Map 14, Parcels 17, 40, 41, 93, 236

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Mary Kendall Shi pe

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date  July, 1991

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone  696-2958

Clty or town Frederi Ck state Mary]and

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

" MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

100 DHCP/DHCD

i i COMMUNITY PLACE

return to: Maryland Historical Trust )
Shaw House ‘ cmwm:é%&%}ﬁﬂgé&%&&ﬁg

21 State Circle v e -
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



Motter's Station Survey District
Frederick County

4.1 Multiple Owners

(15527 Motter's Station Road)
Roy & Alan Sanders, Trustees
15527 Motter Station Road
Rocky Ridge, MD 21778

(15529 Motter's Station Road)
Ralph & Regina Long

15529 Motter's Station Road
Rocky Ridge, MD 21778

Survey No. F-6-90

(15507 Motter's Station Road and Commercial Complex)

Robert R. & Flora B. Saylor
15507 Motter's Station Road
Rocky Ridge, MD 21778

(15429 Motter's Station Road and Garage)

Murray & M.L. Valentine
15429 Motter's Station Road
Rocky Ridge, MD 21778

(15405 Motter's Station Road)
James E. Long

15405 Motter's Station Road
Rocky Ridge, MD 21778




Motter's Station Survey District Survey No. F-6-90
Frederick County

7.1 Description:

The Motter's Station Survey District is clustered around the intersection
of Four Points Road and Motter's Station Road in the vicinity of Rocky Ridge,
Maryland. The district is comprised of eight contributing buildings and three
non—-contributing buildings. It developed in the last quarter of the nineteenth
century as a station on the Emmitsburg Railroad 1line. It includes
representative commercial and residential buildings dating from that period and
associated with the railroad industry. Today, the district 1is chiefly
residential with no commercial activity.

The district 1is homogenous 1in character. Four of the residences are 2
story, 3 bay I-houses. A complex of three commercial buildings, located where
the railroad tracks formerly ran, are similar in form and type with the
principal building serving a warehouse function. Buildings in the district
were influenced by vernacular designs, commonly seen in railroad districts.

A commercial complex affiliated with the railroad is situated at the
corner of Four Points Road and Motter's Station Road. Facing south, the
complex dates from circa 1890. It includes a three sectioned building: the
first section 1is a one story gable-front building that is sheathed in asphalt
shingling. It has a standing seam tin gable roof. One 6/6 window is placed
beneath the gable peak. The storefront is covered with an open, full-facade
porch with round columns and a shed roof of standing seam tin. The storefront
is sheathed in german siding. This section is attached to a one story concrete
block building with a flat roof. It has a frame sliding door. The third
section is on the east side of the concrete block section: it is a gable-front
building sheathed 1in corrugated metal with a standing seam metal gable roof.
There are 6/6 windows beneath the gable peak and in the first floor. There is
a side door on the first floor with a shed roofed porch entry.

Separate from the three sectioned building to the east is a one story
gable—-front concrete building with a recessed two bay center. It has german
siding in the gable. The main elevation has a 1/1 window, 2 picture windows,
and a 2 part door.

Another commercial building is located on the southeast corner of the
intersection. It is a one story concrete block building with a slight parapet
roofline. It has 6/6 windows and garage doors. It probably served as an early
twentieth century garage.

Residential buildings include the following:

15527 Motter's Station Road: This two story, 3 bay frame I-house faces south
and dates circa 1890. It is sheathed in aluminum siding. The gable roof of
standing seam tin has one interior end brick chimney. It has a hipped roof
open porch and 2/2 windows on the main elevation. A garage is located to the
rear (north).

15529 Motter's Station Road: Constructed circa 1890, this two story, 3 bay
frame I-house is sheathed in aluminum siding. It has a gable roof with




Motter's Station Survey District Survey No. F-6-90
Frederick County

7.2 Description (Continued)

composition shingling and one exterior end brick chimney. The main elevation
faces south. A 2 story rear ell extends off the north elevation. Windows are
6/6. Outbuildings include a barn and a small shed.

15507 Motter's Station Road: Situated several feet from the railroad
commercial buildings, this is a 2 story, 3 bay frame I-house, sheathed in
aluminum siding and dating circa 1890. The gable roof of standing seam tin has
one interior end brick chimney and one exterior end brick chimney. A 2 story
ell extends to the side. The main elevation, facing south, has 2/2 windows
with classical surrounds and a center door with a transom. Three outbuildings
are located to the north of the house including a one story stone outbuilding.

15429 Motter's Station Road: Constructed circa 1920, this one and one-half
story brick bungalow is located next to the twentieth century garage and faces
west. It has 3/1 windows and a gabled dormer.

15405 Motter's Station Road: Several yards south of the bungalow, this two
story 3 bay frame I-house (circa 1890) is sheathed in asphalt shingling. It
has a 2 story rear ell. The main elevation, facing west, has 1/1 (replaced)
windows and a entry hood with a hipped roof and bracketed columns. A small
cluster of eight domestic outbuildings includes a small vertical sided barn.

Non-contributing buildings in the survey district are 15525 and 15517
Motter's Station Road, both ranchers, and 15512 Motter's Station Road, a Cape
Cod.




Motter's Station Survey District Survey No. F-6-90
Frederick County

8.1 Significance:

The Motter's Station Survey District 1is significant in representing a
railroad community on the Emmitsburg rail 1line. Dating from the late
nineteenth century, the district demonstrates a commercial cluster around a
rail station with accompanying residences and shows a homogenous architectural
character: four of the residences were constructed in the same house type, the
I-house. The simple, vernacular buildings of the district reveal the
utilitarian nature of a railroad station district. The district is no longer
associated with the railroad, and the commercial buildings are not in use.

This district can be compared to other railroad districts in the county
such as the Lantz Survey District (F-6-51) and the Loys Survey District
(F-6-69). Unlike Loys and Lantz, Motter's Station no longer has the railroad
running through the district which bhas altered its historic setting. It is
most similar to Lantz with its scaled—down buildings that were primarily
functional with minimal excess. Despite the alteration of historic setting,
the buildings in the district have retained a good degree of integrity.

The Emmitsburg Railroad was in operation from 1875 until post 1910. The
rail 1line was 7 miles and was owned by local residents who subscribed to it.
It connected Emmitsburg and outlying areas to the Western Maryland Railroad and
became 1important to the economy of the area. The survey district developed
after 1875; by 1887, the population of Motter's Station was 20. It continued to
grow into the early twentieth century.




Motter's Station Survey District Survey No. F-6-90

Frederick County

9.1 Bibliography (Continued)

Williams, T.J.C.
Frederick, 1910.

History of Frederick County, Maryland, L.R.Titsworth & Co.,
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Motter's Station Survey District

Rocky Ridge vicinity

Frederick County
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