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Linden Grove (E. Howard Farm, W. M. Beall Farm, Rocky Creek) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Linden Grove is significant as a late eighteenth century farmhouse built in a 
sophisticated Federal style more commonly found in towns than in rural areas. 
Its verticality, details, and plan resemble Federal style town residences in 
Frederick. 
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1. Name 
Rocky Creek; 

Exp1res lC-J~-B~ 

F-3-102 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

historic Linden Grove (preferred); Howard, Edward, Farm; Beall, William M. , Farm; 

and or common Linden Grove 

2. Location 

street & number Solarex Court NI A not for publication 

city, town Frederick NI A vicinity of Sixth Congressional District 

state Maryland code 24 county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
__!_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__!__private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_!_not applicable 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_x_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-X-- yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
_·no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Pack (Lisa Jane) 

street & number 740 Harrison Drive 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_lL commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
__ industrial 
_military 

code 021 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Gettysburg Ni.A vicinity of state Pennsylvania 17325 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse 

street & number North Court Street 

city, town Frederick state Maryland 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
Maryland Historical Trust 
Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? -X- yes __ no 

dllte 1981 _ federal _x_ state _ county _ local 

depoaHory for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

cHy, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 



7. Description 

Condition 
-..:r excellent 
_._. good 

_fair 

Check onC: 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins :·: altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
-~\.- original site 

___ moved date 

F- 3- !OZ­
- F I 80 

~/ ,\ ______ ----- -

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Number of Resources 
Contriootirg 

3 
0 
0 
0 

Non:=ontriootin:J 
0 ooildings 
0 sites 
0 structures 
O obje:::ts 

3 0 'lbtal 

Nu.rnber of previously listed National 
Register properties in:luderl in this 
romination: 0 

Original and historic fun:tions 
and uses: agricultural, residential 

Linden Grove is a se:::ond quarter nineteenth century transitional Federal-Greek 
Revival brick h:>use that is two an:1 a half stories high with a three bely 
Flemish rond facade (west elevation), a side-hall-double parlor plan, and 
parai:eted gable-errl walls. A c. 1900 wo:rl porch with square posts runs alon:J 
the facade and rorth side and proje:::ts over an abandoned driveway on the south 
to form a porte:::lchere. The prin:ipal windows have oouble-hung wo:rlen sashes 
with six~ver-six lights and plain wo:xlen lintels and sills. A contenp:::>rary 
two story ell extends from the reek alon:J the mrth side an:1 a circa 1900 one 
story~ne room brick addition is attached to the mrth side of the rrain block. 
Two parai:eted oormers pierce the faccrle side of the roof. The prin:ipal 
entran:e has d::>uble-leaf paneled doors and rectangular sidelights and transom 
with attcched roum columns. The interior is chara:terized 1::¥ d::>uble and 
single step architrave JIOlding, colunned nantels with b.lllseye and rolection 
noldin:Js, six-panel doors, an:1 an oi;:en-string staircase that rises to the top 
floor with attenuated round ba.lusters and decorated string. Also on the 
property an:1 contrib.ltirg to the signi f ican:e are a one story stoccoed 
hip-roofed SJIOke b:>use contenporary with the b:>use and a two story tenant 
rouse datin:J from the mid-late nineteenth century with a circa 1930s addition. 

For General Description, See Continuation Sheet 7.1 
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The Linden Grove Farm corrplex is lcx:::ated east of the Ba.linger Pike, and just 
rorth of Interstate - 70, within the city limits of Fnrlerick in Fre::lerick 
County, Maryland. All that. remains of the on::e prosperous farm is the main 
house datin:J from the se:::ond quarter of the nineteenth century, a snoke h::>use 
contenp::>rary with it and a early/mid 19th century tenant house. The farm is 
I'l0.\1 urrler development for offices and light industry. The remainin:J farm 
tuildings have been in::luded in a 2.474 ccres trcct. which carries deed 
covenants to prote:::t the buildings. They are at present urrlergoin:J 
rehabilitation for an office corrplex. The main h::>use is a two story , three 
bay L-shape::l brick strocture with a Flemish l:ond faca:le. It is situate::l anDn:J 
large old shade trees and faces west. Exterior alterations in:::lude the 
addition of an early 20th century one story brick she::l-r(X)fe::l extension to the 
north, a one story wrap-around _EX)rch and a con:::rete rulkhead at t11e rear of 
the buildin:J, all apparently ad:le::l al:x:>ut the same time. The interior has late 
Federal style elenents in:::luding marble trimned fireplaces, paneled dadoes 
beneath the windows arrl a de:::orati ve plaster medallion arrl noldin:J on the 
hallway ceiling. The interior has re:::eived minimal alterations. The 
SIOC>kel'ouse is a stuccoed stone hip-r(X)f ed stroc ture in fair condition. To th 
north of the rouse is a brick tenant rouse, a very plain three bay structure 
with a tv.o story brick addition from the 1930s. The buildings are generally 
in c;:pcx1 condition. 
The front elevation of Linen Grove is very formal with a vertical orientation 
gi vin:J the h::>use a tall, narrow appearan:::e. Prominent features of the faca:le 
in:::lude Flemish l:ond bricJG..urk on::::e covered with yellowish ruff paint, perhaps 
an original finish, beneath the present coat of white paint. Arother 
significant feature is the entran:::e consisting of a tv.o-leafed d:x>r surround 
by a trans:>m arrl sidelights. An integral part of the entran:::e treatment are 
It>ric colonettes on either side of t11e d:x>r. A third significant fccade 
feature is the pair of cbrmers proje::=tin:J from the west slope of the r(X)f. 
They are gable r(X)fed structures finished with parapets and have nine over six 
light an:::hed-topped sashes. On either side of the sash are sinple pilasters. 
Alt.ha.lgh rot unique, cbrners are certainly not typical in Frederick County 
farmh:>uses. 

The r(X)f is covered with slate and finished at the ends with brick parapets. 
Wirxiows have six over six pane sash beneat11 wocxien lintels. 

In the early 20th century, the formal appearan:::e of t.he facade was interrupted 
1:¥ the addition of a one story brick addition on the mrth end and a 
wrap-around porch, which was a very stylish elenent of the period. The porch 
is SUHX>rte::l 1:¥ large square wocxien posts on poured con:rete piers. The r(X)f 
is sheathed with standing seam sheet net.al. Around t.he front d:x>r are faint 
lines in the older paint suggestin:J the configuration of the original pon:h, 
which was a smaller, one story structure covering only the entran:::e area. 

See Continuation Sheet 7.2 
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The other elevations are nu:::h less formal in their ap,t:earan:e. Extendirg to 
the rear is a two story kitchen wing which is part of t.he original construc­
tion, but lo.ver in height and thus less vertical in orientation. This is the 
service wing which contains the kitchen on the first story with s~onda.ry 

bedrooms above. The east slo,t:e of the nain rouse roof has a si:rgle gabled 
dorrrer, an original structure rut nuch sirrpler t.han those on the front 
elevation. Adderl to the rear of the rouse is a small early 20th century po~h 
and an original win:io.v in the rrain h:::>use was enlarged to in:lude sidelights 
arrl a jib door beneath. 

The rrain entrarx::e opens into a forrral stair hall which retains rrost of its 
original features, in::ludi:rg the paint on the baseboard. Perhap:; the nost 
significant feature of the entran:e hall is the rrolded plaster ceiling trim 
in:ludi:rg rosettes an:i a roun:i medallion surroun:ii:rg a ceili:rg fixture. The 
staircase is Ferleral in appeararx::e with an attenuated newel and balusters and 
delicate carvi:rg on the ends of the risers and on the spandrels. 

IX:ors from t.he hallway cpen into two forrral parlors, both of which retain 
their original trim. Praninent features of the two parlors are mtchi:rg 
fireplaces with narble surrounds and late Ferleral style (with sane Greek 
Revival style feeli:rg) mantelpieces with Ibric colonettes an:i lx>l~tion 
IIDldings. Winda'is are finished with paneled jaIIbs and dack>es. The t~ roons 
of the first story kitchen wi:rg are nuch IIOre sinply aFPJinted. The kitchen 
has an er:closed corner stair winding to the se::=ond floor. 

The upper level has originally painted graini:rg on the hallway floors and 
rnantelpi~es and trim similar to that of the first floor with less de:=orative 
elal:oration. The attic level is finisherl with plastered walls an:i basel:oards. 

The se::=ondary dwelling is a one-and-Qne-half story, three bay brick structure 
which is contenporary with or slightly later than the main h::>use. To its west 
end has been attached a 1930s t~ story brick addition. The original portion 
of this stru:::ture has two rc::ons at ea:h story, with an en::losed corner stair 
giving cccess to the l.JH?er level. The two story addition has foor roons and 
interior WCXJ&..urk with dark varnish in a 1930s interpretation of Ga::>rgian 
design. 

The awroxinately 184 acre farm, of which these ruildings were on:e the 
center, has been diminished through development to the present 2.474 acres 
which contains the original grouping of ruildings associated with the farm. 
The growth of the city of Frederick has resulted in the in:orp:>ration of the 
land which was on:::e the Linden Grove farm into the city limits. 
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Period 
prehistoric 

- --- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
_z_ 1800-1899 
-- 1900-

Areas of $ignificance-Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric _ community planning landscape architecture __ religion 

_ archeology-historic conservation law ____ science 
__ agriculture ___ economics literature __ sculpture 
_){__ architecture ____ education ____ military __ social 
____ art _ engineering ___ music humanitarian 
__ commerce ___ exploration settlement __ philosophy __ theater 

___ communications _____ industry __ politics'government __ transportation 
____ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates circa 1823 Builder Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Applicable Criteria: C 
Applicable Exceptions: none 

Significance Evaluated: local 

The significan::e of Linden Grove is derived from its archite::::tural character. 
The h::>use is a well preserverl exanple of a se::::ond quarter nineteenth century 
house of a prosperous Frederick Ca.mty farrrer. Transitional Ferleral-Greek 
Revival in form and de::::orati ve detailing, Limen Grove is charccteristically 
brick with a Flemish rond facade and features l:nldly and elal:nrately de::::orated 
mantels, d::x:>rs, and staircase. The quality that separates Limen Grove from 
other similar exanples in the county is its urban character. Linden Grove has 
the vertical blcx::k configuration and de::::oration asa:::ciata:l with city h::>uses of 
the period. Several excellent exanples stand in Frederick, the county seat, 
in the area of the old courth:>use. Features Limen Grove particularly has in 
conuron with the Frederick h::>uses are the parapet ga.bles and dorrrers and the 
elalx>rate engagerl colUIIU1erl entran:::e.vays. Limen Grove is the only dcx:=umenterl 
exanple of this type of hJuse outside of Frederick County's toNns. 

For Context see Continuation Sheet 8.1 
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Linden Grove, historically kn:Mn as part of "Rocky Creek" is significant for 
its asscciation with th= Beall - Willron families, prominent 18th an::l 19th 
century residents of Frederick Co.lnty. It also represents a country seat of 
the prosperous and ~ially a::::tive landed gentry of the county from the early 
nineteenth through the mid 20th centuries. The h:xlse is significant, too, as 
an excellent exanple of an early 19th century (1820-25) Fe::ieral style 
farnhouse, a relatively sna.11 farm dwelling yet distin::::tive for its 
rophistication of style and its pristine interior condition. The Fe::ieral 
style is rot un:::omrcon in Fre::ierick county, but its krx:wledgeable use in a 
farrrih:>use is archita:turally rntable. The muse is narrCM and conpa::t makirg 
it appear to be an rut-of-place t.cJ..mha.ise in a country setting. This 
condition C¥:lds further di stin:::: tion to Lim.en Grove. In addition, the pro_perty 
has throoghout its history been highly valued in Frederick ca.mty as indicated 
by the repeated high prices it commarrle::i when rold, and by glo.virg descrip­
tions of it in local histories. It therefore derives further significan::e for 
the high esteem with which it was regarded relative to other farms in 
Frederick Comty, during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. '!he early 
twentieth century pcm:=h and addition to the main house and the 1930s addition 
to the tenant h:xlse illustrate the changing nature of a prosperoos farm 
conplex and sh:xlld be considered. significant in themselves as refla:tirg the 
e-.olution of style and tastes over nore than a century. 

Limen Grove was prcbably wilt between 1820 and 1825 by Dr. William Murdcx:=k 
Beall Willson on a farm bequeathed to him by his grandfather, William Murdcx:=k 
Beall, in his will written in May of 1818 and prd:>ated in November of 1823. 
William Murdcck Beall, wh::> died at the age of 81 \ti0.S one of Frederick Camty 's 
earliest settlers. He acquired. "Rocky Creek" (a name by which the pro_perty is 
described throoghout its history) in a grant from Lord Baltinore in the 18th 
Century. This farm was highly inproved at the tine of Beall' s death as 
revealed in his will. It was the first property bequest given Beall' s will, 
and follc:Mirg typical form, having been listed at the beginning of the will, 
it was the nost valuable bequest. In the will, the prq>erty was given 
"together with all the stock of Horses, Cattle, Sheep and Hogs, Farmirg 
utensils, Grain and Provender rena.ining on Said Plantation at ny de::iease. 11 

The bequest alro in:::luded six negroes with the stipllation that each be set 
free at tines spa:::ified in the will. These provisions indicate that the farm 
was, by 1818 when the will was written, a highly developed agricultural 
cperation. fbolever, William Murdcx:=k Bell did rot live on the farm, at lea.st 
IDt in his latter years. His will ala:> lists his dNellirg, a townh::>use on 
part of lots 60 and 61 in Frederick. Beall also a.med other land in Frederick 
County am elsewhere. His estate was quite large arrl his grand::hildren 
ra:eived substantial bequests. Beall even left a cash bequest to be 
distrib..lted anorg the needy of Frederick. He was very wealthy and apparently 
highly respe::ted in Frederick County. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.2 
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According to the reminiscen:::es of William Reich of Frederick, written in 1894, 
, ... william Viurdo::k Beall was a very rich man, rut I cb mt_ krow h::>w he mcrle his 
rroney. He resided on M:rrket Street near t.he old Savings Institution and had 
been the first p:::>stmaster of Fre:J.erick. His daughter married Mr. Wils::m, 
[sic] of in or near Riverville, M:>ntg::nrery Cb..mty and herce the family of 
Wils:::>ns, William Murdcck Beall, John H. arrl Jonathan arrl their sister Mrs. 
Grafton Hanmond of New Market." 

What ruildings were on the Rocky Creek farm prior to its be::Juest of Dr. 
William Murcb::k Beall Wills:m is mt kn::JNn. The extent of the developnent of 
the farm as bequeathed to Willson suggests that sul:stantial inprovenents were 
p:-esent. HONever, the remainilJ3 ;h:>use and snokelnuse clearly date from the 
19th century. Architectural eviderce is consistent with construction during 
the 1820s and is SUfPOrted by the likelih:::od that the you1'l3 Dr. Wills::>n b.lilt 
the lo.lse Up:::>n receiving his bequest. Dr. Willson graduated from the 
University of Marylarrl in 1821 and apparently pra:ticed medicine for only a 
sh:>rt tine. Jlccording to T. J. c. Willians' Hi.star:y of Frederick: Q:Jooty he 
"gave up me:licine for business" when he received the bequest from his 
grandfather. '!be farm descended to William Murdcck Beall Willson' s daughter 
Martha Rebecca wh:> married John LeNis Mines. They a.vned Lirden Grove until 
1867 when it was sold out of the family. 

The arr:: hi tectural significan:e of Lirden Grove derives from its s:::>phisticated, 
altlx::Jugh slightly late use of the Federal Style in Frederick Camty. It has 
received few alterations over the years, except for an addition of a p:::>rch arrl 
ro:>m in the late 19th century, s:> that its value as part of Frederick Ccunty's 
early arr:: hi tectural record is enharced by the fact that s:> mICh of the 
original fabric renains intact. '!be h:use is distiocti ve arrong Frederick 
County farmh::>uses because it lo:>ks like a to.mrouse; it is narrON arrl fairly 
tall suggesting that its design nay have been inspired by sone of Frederick's 
Fe:J.eral period townh:>uses, such as th:>se lccated in arrl around Ccurt Square. 
M:>re typical frederick Chmty farnhouses, at least thJse of the wealthy 
gentry, are larger, rambl.ilJ3 b.lildil'J35 with a rrore h:>rizontal orientation. 
Features su:h as oor:uer winebNs, espe::ially darners as el.a.1:x>rate as thJse on 
the Lirden Grove h:>use are usually absent on Fre:J.erick Ccunty farmh::>uses. 

An:rt:her significant aspe:t of Linden Grove's history is the high prices it 
cc:mmarrle:J. when s:>ld at various times in the 19th arrl 20th centuries. The 
value of the prcperty appears to have been well al:x:>ve that of farms in general 
of comparable size. The acreage of the original Beall bequest renained 
un:hanged in transactions through 1952, giving an excellent profile of the 
value of this farm through tire. When the Beall heirs sold the farm in 1867, 
the price was $30,000, a very substantial sum for a Frederick Co..mty farm at 
that tine. Thrcugh the 19th century, the price declined slightly at 
sul:sequent transactions, rut renained well al:x:>ve the average price for 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8.3 
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Frederick County farmland. In April of 1878, Linden Grove sold for $24,000 
and in August of the sare year for $25,000. In July of 1879, it sold for 
$22,600 and in 1901 for $16,500. Although by 1901 the price had da:lined by 
nearly one half its la57 value, it still s:::>ld for nore than nost properties of 
similar size at the tine. A check of land transactions in 1901 revealed that 
nost farms rarge:l from 150-200 acres s:::>ld from $,000-$10,000. Therefore, 
Linden Grove was throughout its history a highly valued piece of real estate. 

In the 1901 transa::tion, the farm was p..in::hase:l by Philip M. and Margaret E. 
Hiteshew. In the biography of Philip Hiteshew in:::luded in Willians 1910 
HistoJ:y of Frederick Cblnty, Mr. Hiteshew's farm is described: "This farm 
contains 184 acres of fine limestone agricultural land and is well inprove:l 
with a large brick dwelling and a first class barn. It is one of the nost 
beautiful estates in the county." {page 807) 

In 1919, the farm was p.irchased by J. Otis King woo operated it as a dairy 
urrler the n:ure of "Ideal Farms." It remaine:l in the Kin;3' family until 1964 
Sin:e then the farm has been o.-med by a series of developers until the present 
o.-mership which keefS inta:t the remainin;3' farm buildin;3'S on 2.474 acres with 
protective deed covenants. The property was officially determined eligible 
for the National Register in 1900. 

In Frederick, the county seat, and the boundaries in which Linden Grove r0>1 

st.arxls, has several rouses similar in an::hitectural chara:ter to Lirrlen Grove. 
Specifically, the h::use at 107 West Second SI'reet is virtually identical being 
a three bay, side passage plan with Flemish b::>oo faca::le and ten panel 
entran:::e door flanked by engaged colunns. '!his h::use also has two stepped 
cbrmers with tracery and cbuble errl chiIIney with balan:::in;3' false chililley on 
q:>p:>site gable. Other hJuses with similar design elerrents: 

similar entran:::e fu.lrrl at 103, 105 Coun:il Street; 109, 117, 119 West 
Second Street; 117, 121 Record Street; 100 North Q:J..lrt Street; 24, 35 
East Ch.uch Street. 

stepped cbrners: 103 105 ca.m:il Street; 122-126 :rbrth Chlrt Street; 24, 
35 East Clun::::h Street 

parapet gables: 9, 19, 105 West Second Street: 117 Record Street; 24, 35 
East Clun::::h Street. 



""~ F(JI'"""' 10--Q0:4 
H>-1161 

U11iL\...-i S~c...i.t::. 0£:p&rifrn;.". 
National Park Service 

'~ii.I.~ I iV• 

i-.lationr.l ~~~; ;ster o1 Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number __ 9:;___ Page __ l_ 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES: 

Frederick County Land Records. 

Frederick County Probate Records. 

Linden Grove 
Frederick County, Maryland 

c;..J.;; ~rai N;; 1;.,,4-0C;5 

03-102-
F I BO 

Williams, T.J.C. Hisrory of Frederick Counry, Baltimore: Regional Publishing 
Company, reprint of 1910 ed., 1967. 

Maryland Historical Trust Historic Sites Inventory: Frederick County (F-I-80) 
Janet Davis and Cherilyn Widell, surveyors, 1978 and 1981. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet ~o. 9.1 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2. 4 7 4 acres 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The nominated area includes all that land identified 
on the accompanying plot as Lot #4, Solarex Court. It encompasses the sirviving historic 
buildings and their grounds. The property is surrounded by late twentieth century commercial 
development not related to the historic character of the property. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/ A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paula S. Reed, Vice-President 

organization Preservation Associates, Inc. date April 1987 

street & number 207 South Potomac Street telephone (301) 791-7880 

city or town Hagerstown state Maryland 21740 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national __ state !.____ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8~ 
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

For NPS use only 
I het'9lty certify that thia property Is Included In the National Register 

date 

Attelt: date 

Ch6ef ol Aegiatrellon 
GPO Ill l•allll 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

dNAME 
HISTORIC 

Linden Grove; Linden; William M. Beall Sr. Farm; Ideal Farms 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER · 

Ballenger Creek Pike (Md. Route 180), southwest of Interchange 5, 
ciTY. towN XM U. 3. Roule 40 coNGREss10NAL DISTRICT 

Frederick -1.Cv1c1N1TY oF E. D. 2 M. 7 7 -----
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED 

--XlUILDINGIS) -.XPRIVATE _uNqCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ){_YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

dOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME · 

Solarex Corp. 
--~--------

~TREET & NUMBER 

1335 Piccard Dr. 
CITY. TOW!\i 

Rockville _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION_ ~FLEGAL DESC~IPTION 

COUNTY 

Frederick 

PRESENT USE 

XAGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL bRIVATE RE~IDENCE 
_ENTERTAINMENT _REUGiOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTl-'ER 

Telephone #: (301) 948-0202 

Liber #: 
couRrHousE Folio #: 
REG1srnv oF oErns,ETc Frederick County Court House 
STREET & l'.UMBER 

North Court. Street 
---------------~------ -

s;ATE 

Frederick Md. 

Ii.I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL. 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.lfiooD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED . 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.,XORIGINAL SITE 

_MDVEO DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Linden Grove is a two and one-half story Federal style gable roofed 
whitewashed brick residence laid in flemish and common bond which faces 
west from the east side of Ballenger Creek Pike near Frederick. 

EXTERIOR: 

The principal facade is three bays wide and laid in flemish bond; 
the other facades are connnon bond. The main entrance, with twin five­
panel doors, a six-light transom, three ·side lights, f~e~-standing flank­
ing columns, and a marble sill, is located in the first bay from the 
northwest corner. 

Occupying the remaining bays on the first and second levels are 
double-hung 6/6 windows with louvred shutters and wood lintels. 
Projecting from the roof are two flat-roofed fraTie darners with arched 
windows and stepped parapets. Extending across the west, north, and 
south sides of the building on the first level is a coluroned frame porch 
added in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century. A porte cochere 
is formed by the extension of the porch at the south end. 

Extending to the rear of the main block of the house is a two-story 
brick addition, two bays in length and width. This addition is probablv 
an enlargement of an earlier ell. A later one-story brick addition 
protrudes from the north side. A simple frame dormer window extends fr 
the roof on the east side. 

Occupying the bays in the rear addition are double-hung 6/6 windows 
with louvred shutters. A replaced rear entrance is located in the first 
bay in the west corner. One bay is exposed on the rear of the main 
block of the residence. A 6/6 window with louvred shutters is located 
on the second level. A jib window is located on the first level and is 
surrounded by a small one-story columned frame porch. A second jib 
window, smaller and later in date, is located in the east side of the 
northern one-story projection. The entire structure is built on a low 
rubble stone foundation. 

The slate roof has a plain boxed cornice. The north and south gable 
walls extend above the roof line and join the parapet chimneys on each 
end of the residence. The eastern addition has small parapets at each 
corner of the gable end. The roof of the ell is standing seam metal. 

INTERIOR: 

The plan of the house is the double-pile, side hall type. The two 
main rooms on the first floor are joined by a wide central doorway with 
a paneled soffit. This opening originally had double five-paneled doors 
like those of the main entry. The doors are in the cellar and appear 
to be painted and grained pine. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF ~IGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULU<3Y-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

__ 1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 hRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

K_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _~HEATER 
_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION 1 SETTLEME.NT _PHILOSOPf-!Y _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER iSPEClFYi 

_!NVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1790 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Linden Grove is significant as a late eighteenth century farmhouse 
built in a sophisticated Federal style more commonly found in towns than 
in rural areas. Its verticality, details, and plan resemble Federal 
style town residences in Frederick. Linden Grove has a three-bay, side 
entry front elevation rather than the five-bay facade with central entry 
usually found in farmhouses in Frederick County during the Federal period. 
Further emphasis is given to the front elevation by flemish bond brick­
work, arched dormer windows with stepped parapets, and the massive 
parapet chimneys on the gable ends. The stepped parapets of the dormers 
are found on several extant Federal period town houses in Frederick. 

HISTORY: 

Linden Grove was probably built about 1790 bX William Murdock Beall, 
Jne of the earliest settlers in Frederick County. Little is known 
about Beall, but he was apparently widely known and respected in Frederick 
County. Jacob Englebrecht, a diarist of Frederick during much of the 
nineteenth century, noted Beall's death: "Died last night About Bock in 
the 81 year of his (life) William Murdock Beall Se;nr Esq. of this town -
its unnecessary to ma.ke any further remarks." (Entry for Thursday, Nov. 
6, 1823) 

Beall owned ot.her property in Frederick County, Frederick town, 
Washington D.C., and New Yor~. He was an active, supporting member of 
All Saints Episcopal Parish. His will reveals the extent of his wealth 
in the number and amount of bequests to his heirs. (See attached excerpt.) 

Dr. William Murdock Beall Willson, to whoo Beall left Linden Grove 
at his death in 1823, was an 1821 graduate of the University of Maryland. 
He apparently practiced nedicine until h~s inheritance of Linden Grove, 
when He "gave up medicine for business." 

The subsequent owners of Linden Grove maintained the farm in good 
condition. T.J.C. Williams, in his History of Frederick County of 1910, 
described it as "184 acres of fine limestone agricultural land and well 
improved with a large brick dwelling and a f~rst class barn. It is one 
of the most beautiful estates in he county." J. Otis King, who bought 

_the farm in 1919, increased the number of outbuildings and ran a dairy 
arm called "Ideal Farms" until the 1950's. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Williams, T.J.C., History of Frederick County. Baltimore: Regional Pub­
lishing Co., reprint of 1910 ed., 1967. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ C_._9_5 __ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

SrATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY. 
NAME I TITLE 

Janet Davis 
ORGANIZA HON 

Maryland Historical Trust 
. STREET & NUMBER 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

January 16, 1981 
TELEPHONE 

(301) 269-2438 
STATE 

Md. 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was offic~ally created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
l974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any.infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: .Maryl~nd Hi~torical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 
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ITEM 7. DESCRIPTION (continued) 

~NTERIOR (continued) 

All windows in the main section have raised paneled dados to match the 
base of the jib window in the eastern room. A pane in the left front window 
has a name and date scratched on it: "Lucy Schley, May 10, 1865 (or 9)". 
There are also other letters less clearly etched, the largest of which appear 
to be "B.C." in a large flowing script hand. Each room has a columned mantel­
piece with half-round moldings in the frieze and bull's-eye embellishment 
in the column tops. The surrounds are gray and white marble and the front 
room fireplace has an iron fireback with sunflower decoration. The floors 
are covered in hardwood applied over the original boards. 

The hall has a single window in the north wall. The ceiling has a simple 
molding border with flower corner blocks. A central floral petaled medallion 
surrounds the chandelier mount. The stair has a severely plain mahogany 
rail without a newel. Three plain balusters occupy each tread. The closer 
has a scroll-sawn applied decoration. The stair is two runs with an open well 
to the third floor. The cellar is reached via stairs under the main stair­
way. The northern addition opens from a door under the stair and has a plain 
mantel and two windows. A small door, now closed off, leads into the pantry 
next to a jib window in the rear wall. 

The rear addition is reached through a door at the east end of the hall. 
This room has a plain manteled fireplace in the northeast corner. A boxed 
stair leading to the second floor of the addition is in the southeast corner. 
An outside door is located between these two features. A second door opens 
from the south wall to the porch outside the jib window of the main floor room. 

The second floor plan is the same as the first, with the exception of a 
third small room over the entrance. The main rooms each have the same mantels 
as on the first floor. The hall contains a lar8e floor-to-ceiling storage 
closet, probably added in the nineteenth century. In addition, the bedrooms 
have been altered with built-in closets. 

The rear addition is reached via a door leading off the landing between 
the first and second floors. This area now contains two bathrooms and 
another bedroom. The stair railing curves at the second floor landing and 
the closer decoration continues to the third floor. The floor of the hall is 
original, while the bedroom floors have been covered in hardwood. 

The third floor contains storage areas and has plastered whitewashed 
walls and the original wide floor boards. An access door in the ceiling leads 
to the attic, but this area was not observed. 

OUTBUILDINGS: 

A two-part brick house (A), the eastern portion of which is probably con­
temporary with the house, is located about 100 feet north of the house. The 
older section, probably the slave quarters, is a two-bay, two story white­
washed brick structure with a slate gable roof. A two-story stretcher bond 
brick residence with standing seam metal roof and a one-story frame porch was 
added to the west side in the early twentieth century. 

Located immediately to the rear of the main residence is a small square 
stuccoed brick smokehouse (B). This structure appears to be contemporary with 
the house. 
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ITEM 7. DESCRIPTION (continued) 

1UTBUILDINGS (continued) 

South of the house are several barns and other farm buildings. The 
oldest barn (C) is a frame bank barn with a stone foundation. It appears 
to date from the mid-nineteenth century and is in a deteriorated condition. 
Nearby are newer barns and sheds in fair to good condition. One small 
garage building (D) has an incised stone set into the brick wall above the 
door with the inscription: "J. Otis King 1938". The north portion of this 
garage faces toward the house and was probably built in the late nineteenth 
century. 

ITEM 8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

Notes: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Williams, Historz of Frederick County, V. 2, p. 777. 
Ibid., V. I, p. 31. 
Ibid., p. 596. 
Ibid., V. 2, p. 807. 
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ITEM 7: DESCRIPTION (continued) 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundary as drawn on the attached U.S.G.S. quad map includes 
about 95 acres of the original farmstead and was based on strong 
visual and physical characteristics. The farm complex is in the 
center of open cultivated land completely surrounded by highways and 
access roads. No natural boundaries of trees, ridges, or creeks 
exist within this area. The farm complex is visible from all surrounding 
roads and is immediately identifiable as a farm, supporting the 
historical and current use of the site. The view from the access 
road at Ballenger Creek Pike is particularly effective as the farm 
complex and its open land are seen against the skyline of Frederick, 
emphasizing the site's combination of urban and rural qualities. 
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LINDEN GROVE 

EXCERPT FROM THE \JILL OF WILLIAM MURDOCK BEALL, 1823 

"Secondly, I give and bequeath unto my Grandson William Murdock Beall 
Willson, his heirs and asigns forever, my plantation near Frederick Town 
being part of a tract of Land called Rocky Creek, and lately resurveyed and 
containing by pattent one hundred and eighty-two acres, more or less .. 
together with all the Stock of Horses, Cattle, Sheep and hogs, Farming 
utensils, Grain & Provender remaining on Said Plantation at my decease ... 
and I also give unto my said Grandson William Six Negroes to be free at 
certain periods or times ... Bob, Minta & Eliza to serve until the first 
day of January 1830 ... Leonard, Kitty, & John, Children of Eliza to serve 
until the first day of January 1850 ... I also give unto my said Grandson 
a Gold Watch ... all my printed reading books and ... one bed of bedding." 

(Other heirs received land, slaves, furniture, plate, bedding, clothing, 
and cash.) 
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Edward Howard Farm 
Ballenger Creek Pike (Frederick) 

Circa 1780 

The Edward Howard Farmhouse is a two and one-half story Federal 
style whitewashed brick residence laid in flemish and common 
bond. 

The main entrance consists of twin five panel doors with six light 
transom, three side lights, three quarter columns, and a marble 
doorstep. 

Dormers with arched double hung windows and stepped gable pediments 
extend from the front roofline. 

The tall and narrow Federal lines of the house are more typical of 
townhouse construction of the period. 

The Edward Howard Farm was owned by the Howard family for 130 years, 
until the 1960's having first been purchased by Edward Howard in 
1838 from Edward and Eliza Anderson. In 1906, T. J. C. Williams, 
in The History of Frederick County described the farm owned by 
Harry H. Howard, grandson of Edward Howard, as "well improved with 
a good two story dwelling and other buildings. Mr. Howard is a 
practical agriculturist and keeps his farm under a good state of 
cultivation. 11 

The Anderson family had owned the farm since 1787 after purchasing 
it for 2900 pounds from Isabella, Samuel and William Richardson, 
large landowners. The Anderson family established a graveyard 
which is still in existence on the property. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Edward Howard Farm 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

East Side Ballenger Creek Pike 
CITY. TOWN 

Frederick 
STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

~PRIVATE 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

LoccuP1ED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_DISTRICT 

XBulLDING(Si 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Joel Kline (Trustee) 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

X_NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

E. D. 2 M. 77 
COUNTY 

Frederick 

PRESENT USE 

~AGRICULTURE 
_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

~~~~~CL/O!.L__~E~·~M.:J..a_~F-~e~iunub~l~aut~t._,_,R~e~c~e~i~v~e~r~~~~~~~~T_elephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

1200 Garrett Building 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltjmgre _v1c1N1TY0F 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Frederick County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

North Court Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Frederick 
l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 21202 

Liber #: 813 
Folio #: 312 

STATE 

21701 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_xGOOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LJLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X,_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Edward Howard farmhouse is a two and one half story Federal style 
gable roofed whitewashed brick residence laid in flemish and co~mon 
bond which faces west from the east side of Ballenger Creek Pike near 
Frederick. 

The principal facade is three bays wide. The main entrance, twin five 
panel doors with six light transom, three side lights, three quarter 
columns and a marble doorstep is located in the first bay from the 
northwest corner. 

Occ~pying the remaining bays on the first and second levels are double 
hung 6/6 windows with louvered shutters and wood lintels. Projecting 
from the roof are two frame dormers with arched windows and stepped 
wood embellishment. Extending across the west, north and south sides 
of the building on the first level is a columned frame porch added in 
the late nineteenth or twentieth century. 

Extending to the rear of the main block of the building is a two story 
original brick addition, two bays in length and width. A later one 
story brick addition protrudes from the north side. A simple frame 
dormer window extends from the roof on the east side. 

Occupying the bays in the rear addition are double hung 6/6 windows with 
louvered shutters. A replaced rear entrance is located in the first 
bay in the west corner. One bay is exposed on the rear of the main 
block of the residence. A 6/6 window with louvered shutters is located 
on the second level. A jib window is located on the first level and is 
surrounded by a small one story columned frame porch. The entire 
structure is built on a low rubble stone foundation. 

The flank gable slate roof is attached to the building by a three 
stepped brick cornice which has been covered by a plain boxed cornice. 
The north and south gable walls extend above the roofline and join to 
the double \·1hitewashed brick chimneys on each end of the residence. 
The east wall extends above the roof and cornice line in each corner of 
the east addition. 

Located immediately to the rear of the main residence is a small square 
stuccoed stone outbuilding with stepped brick cornice and slate roof 
which appears to be contemporary with the house. A frame bank barn and 
wagon shed are also located on the premises. 

A brick tenant house, the rear part of which appears to date to the 
time of the main dwelling house is located just north of the residence. 
It is a two bay wide, two story whitewashed brick structure with slate 
gable roof and two story stretcher bond brick residence with standing 
seam tin roof and one story frame porch added in the early twentieth 
century to the west side. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 -J{ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

X-1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Edward Howard Farm was owned by the Howard family for 130 years, 
until the 1960 1 s having first been purchased by Edward Howard in 1838 
from Edward and Eliza Anderson.I In 1906, T. J. C. Williams, in The 
History of Frederick County described the farm owned by Harry H. Howard, 
grandson of Edward Howard, as 11 well improved with a good two story 
dwelling and other buildings. Mr. Howard is a practical agriculturist 
and keeps his farm under a good state of cultivation. 11 2 

The Anderson family had owned the farm since 1787 after purchasing it 
for 2900 pounds from Isabella, Samuel and William Richardson, large 
land owners.3 The Anderson family established a graveyard which is 
still in existence on the property.4 

Considering the price of the property it seems likely that the main 
residence was built prior to 1787 by the Richardson's although this 
cannot be documented. 

lFrederick County Land Records, Liber HS 7; Folio 539. 

2williams, The History of Frederick County, p. 7143. 

3Frederick County Land Records, Liber WR 7; Folio 342. 

4rbid., Liber WR 7; Folio 545. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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Williams, T. J. C., The History of Frederick County, Regional Publishing Co.: 
Baltimore, Md, 1967. (1906 Reprint), p. 7143. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

<ll!]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 211. 54 a. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE clh 
Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 1216178 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

12 East Church St., Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Frederick Maryl and ?J?Ol 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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