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Public School No. 25, (Primary School #25) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION — PART 1 

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act ol 1976) 

Instruction!: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application- No Certification may be made unless a completed application form has 
been received (P.L 94-4551 Use typewriter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the application form. It additional space is needed to complete Part 7. use the reverse 
side or a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicating the owner's name and mailing address Pan 1 of this application may be completed and sent to the appropri­
ate State Historic Preservation Officer at any time during the year, and may be sent separately or with Part 2. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY: The Captain Henry Fleete School (Public School # 25) 
Bond Street near Fleet Street 

Address ol properly Street ——— 

city BaJLt imoxe County -r-Ti-g state —Maryland Z,P Code 

Name of historic district in which property is located: 

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: 

, The Captain Henry Fleete School 
(see instructions for map and photograph requirements—use reverse side it necessary) * -* 

is a late Victorian brick structure with an imposing Romanesque tower. 
The T-shaped symmetrical building is six bays wide, constructed of red 
brick laid in stretcher (face) bond. The school is two stories high on 
a high cellar, with a three story tower capped by a pyramidal roof. 

3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

(use reverse side if necessary) The school, bui l t in 1892, is a prominent landmark in 
the Fel l ' s Point community (outside the historic d i s t r i c t ) . I t ' s high 
pyramidal tower, somewhat Romanesque in styling and massing contrasts 
sharply with surrounding structures. The school was designed to have 

Date of construction (if known) _ ] _ 8 - 9 - 2 JP Original site • Moved Date of alterations (if known) 

4. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER: 

Name ^he. R-al t i w n x £ - S c h o o l - - A s s o c L a t ~ e ~ s 

st,eei 18 C r o w n i n s h i e l d S t r e e t 

city Peabody Sla,e Mass Zip C ode_0_lMH 

Telephone Numberjdunng day): Area Code g ~^J .. g 3 4 0 0 1 5 , 

I hereby aUesLnhat the information J have provided is 10 the best of my knowledge, correct, and that f am owner ol the property described above . 

Signature _ L / f A [ ( j ^ p f D a t e ^ / ( i > I 7 ^ 

For office use only 

The structure described above is included within the boundaries of the National Register historic district and D contributesD does not contribute to the character o' 
the district 

The structure j£ appears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria tor Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6) and^C will likely D will not be nominated to the National 
Register in accdrd with the Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). ' ^ 

The structure is located in a district which D appears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6). D will likely D will not be nomi­
nated to the National Register in accord with Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). and D appears O does not appear to contribute to the character of said 

Signature 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

This property has been evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Department of the Interior (36 CFR 67) and. if subject to depreciation under 
section 167 o l the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. 
D is hereby certified a historic structure 
D does not contribute to the character of the historic district and does not merit certification as a historic structure Reasons given on the attached sheet 

Signature Date 
Keeper ot the National Register 
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2. continued 
Two entrance porches flank the two bav wide projecting tower. Cushion 
capitals at the entrance display carved books and scrolls, ^he caps 
are surmounted bv a stone lintel, a sheet metal gutter, and a small 
parapet wall decorated with projecting brickwork. An ornamental metal 
cornice caps the entrance porches. 

The tower on the front facade is defined by two rounded butresses 
terminating in pinnacles with ball finials.The first and second story 
windows have single light transoms, stone lintels and share common sills; 
surmounting a row of header bricks. A large tablet with "Primary School \ 
# 25" is located above the lintels, with a semi-circular window above 
the tablet and belt course,enframed by a large molded arch. A continuous 
dentilled cornice band seperates the second floor from the top floor 
of the tower, which is composed of five semi-circular windows divided : 

by small classically styled pilasters wuth a shared stone sill and brick 
arched window hoods. Projecting brick work and a molded metal cornice 
completes the tower design, terminating in the large pyramidal slate 
roof with turreted pinnacles. 

The walls flanking the tower are two bays wide, two stories high, 
The first floor windows are 1/1 with single light transoms, flat arched. 
Rectangular brick panels enrich the wall surface between the first and 
second floor windows. The upper windows are 1/1 flat arched and rest on 
a continuous belt course. A parapet with decorative brick panelling 
rises above a dentilled metal cornice, capped in sheet metal. 

The north and south side elevations are six bays deep, constructed 
of dark red brick laid in common bond. Windows are 6/6 with stone sills 
and segmentally arched double-header brick lintels. Rectangular brick 
recessed panels are located between the lower and upper windows. The 
south elevation has a single entrance door and an exterior covered 
metal fire escape to the second floor. The rear section of the school 
is five bays wide on the gable ends and twelve bays wide at the rear 
elevation. Windows are identical to those found in the side elevations, 
with small attic windows lighting the third story of the rear gable end. 
The school's interior is arranged around a T-shaped hall with four class-
rooms flanking the corridor. The first floor of the rear section has 
three additional classrooms, the second floor four. A narrow U-shaped 
stair leads to the third floor room in the tower, with two stairs to 
the third floor of the rear section at the gable end. The interior has 
high plaster ceilings and a wood floor. Walls are plaster with wood 
wainscot. Each classroom has wood paneled doors with a transom, many wi^h 
6/6 interior windows. 
3 Continuedsixteen classrooms, each with cloakrooms, two teacher's rooms 
and a large book room. It was originally called Primary School #25. 
Designed by Charles Kratz, the school is named after Captain Henry Fleetel 
an early Virginia merchant and fur trader. 
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S.LI" li ,'S i RUCTIONS IN NOW TO COtYiPLEie NATIONAL REGISTF. 

i VPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTljQNy* __ 

NOV I 1979 

• J" 1 "' 0 Pr ln"r! " c h ° o 1 ?25 MARYLAND H I S T U K I C A I 
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si:ufcT<. vL=...E£B Sooth' Bond Street between Fleet Street r:nd A s t e r n Avenue 
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B a l t i m o r e _ VICINITY Of _ _ T , l Y d 
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M?ry l3nd 24 . _ . _ CJ i v 

CLARIFICATION 

C.VtJ-GO.iY OWNERSHIP STATUS PT.cSEWTUSE 
- DUTRlCT X.PUBMC .OCCUPIED ..AuRJCUtTURE . -MUSEUM 

•XtLIU ' iN 'GlS) —PRIVATE jSUN'CCCUPlED . CC •.TnCIAL . .PARK 

__STRUCTURE _ _ B O T H ._WORKINFFiOGRESS EDUCATIONAL _FRIVATE P' CM CE 

- l i E P U B L I C A C G U : C l T I O W A C C E S S S J H E ...EMCRTAir.-MtMT —REHGIOUS 

- ' ' " i : C T -JNPHOCESS ..YES: RESTRICTED GOVERNMENT . .SCIENTIllC 

...BEING CONSIDERED YES: UNRLSTFWCTED ._l\T>USTRIAl . .TRAVSrCRTA. ON 

X-.NO . MIIITARY ?LOiMfcR:V. ' i r .> i1 t 

Mayor and C i t y C o u n c i l n f B a l t i n o r e 

STREET & NUMBED 

Room 250; City Hall 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

B a l t i m o r e VICINITY of M a r v l a n d 21202 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DECCRIFTJON" 
COURTI'OUSE. 

ntG ŜTRYC; DEEDS.ETC R e c o r d s O f f i c e , HOOK 601 
SUBLET K N U M B E D 

Baltinore City Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN ~ STATE 

..... , . . ._ B a l t i T R o r e M n r v l a n d T 21,202 

PREPARATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

C i t y o f B a l t i m o r e N e i g h b o r h o o d S u r v e y 
LATE ~ 

_1978 -FEDERAL . STATE __COU.VFY *IOCAl 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECCROS C o r . n i s s i o n f o r H i s t o r i c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
CITY. TOWN . ~ ~ S 7 A T 1 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 
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. . fAI* —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND CHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The f.aptaln Henry Floete School, r25, is a late Victorian brick structure with 

n 1 posing Romanesque tower. The T-shaped symmetrical building, just outside of the 
.VI1' s Point Historic District, is six bays wide and much larger than the surrounding 
Hirec-story rowhouses. "It stands in a neighborhood undergoing extensive rehabilitation. 

The building's Trent facode is constructed of stretcher Vend red brick. Tt is 
; . o stories nigh with a gr. • -d level basement a.-.d a central three-story tower capped 
by a pyriniidal roof. Two entrance porches flank the two bay wide projecting tcwer. 
f": 'ce the front of "he porch entrances are bearded, access to the building is obtained 
f'_. m trie side of tbe porch entrance. Cushion capitals on the entrsneeways display 
vb s-gns of boobs r.^d scrolls. Tbe capitals are Surmounted by a stone lintel, a metal 
coof gutter, and a r-nll parapet wall decorated with projecting brickwork. An ome:..ental 
atal cornice caps tbe entrance porches. 

The tower on the front facade is defined by two rounded buttresses ending in 
pinnacles with ball finials. T\w basement windows punctuate the tower facade. They 
are segr.ientally arched with triple header brick lintels and stone sills along a stone 
water table. The first and second story windows have single light transoms and stone 
lintels. They share a stone sill surmounting a row of header bricks. A large stone 
displaying "Primary School #25", surmounts tbe stone lintel. Over this is a semi­
circular window centrally positioned above a stone band course. Tbe window is enclosed 
by a large metal arch painted white. A simple, dentiled cornice divides the second r»d 
'bird stories. Tbe third story is comprised of five semi—circular windows divided by 
~ ill classically styled pilasters with a shared stone sill ,-,nd brick arched window 
hoods. Projecting brickwork and a si-nple metal cornice complete the tower walls. The 
large pyramidal slate roof and turreted pinnacles rise above the tower's walls. 

The building walls flanking the tower are two bays wide and two stories high. Two 
basement windows punctuating each building wall are styled in the same fashion as the 
tower basement windows. The first story windows have one-over-one sash with single-
light transoms. They are flat-arched with a stone lintel. Rectangular recessed brick 
panels decorate the building walls between the first and second story windows. The 
second story one-over-one, flat-arched windows surmount a stone band course. A 
parapet wall with decorative brick recessed panels rises above a dentiled metal cornice. 
The parapet walls are capped with a metal cap painted white. 

Tne north and south side facades are six bays long and constructed of dark brick 
laid in cc:..n.on bend. All of the windows have six-over six sash with stone sills and 
segmentally arched, double header brick lintels. Rectangular, recessed brick panels 

•• between the windows decorate the building walls. The south side of the building has 
a single door entrance and an outdoor covered metal stairway rising to the second 
story. The roof slopes toward the sides ending in a corbeled brick cornice and metal 
roof gutter. 

The rear section of the building is five bays wire on the gable ends and twelve 
bays long on the rear facade. The windows are identical to these of the side facade. 
Small attic windows punctuate the third story of the rear gable ends. The south gable 
nd has an entrance facing the side, while an entrance on the northern rear section 
-aces tbe front of the building. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1. 
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(RESCRIPT 1C.J CONTINUED) 

The building's interior is arranged around a T-rh;.ped hall. The front entrances of 
the building lead up to a landing just he-low the first floor level. From this landing, 
two steps on the right lead to the first floor t-entral hall, while a flight of stairs on 
the left loads to the second story. Both floors have four classrooms flanking the 
central hall. The first floor lias thr^e classrooms in the roar section, while the 
second floor has four rear classrooms. Some of the classrooms have small coat too:r.s 
and others have coatracks in the hallways. A narrow U-shaped stairway leads up to a 
third floor room in the tower. Two other stairways are located at the (gable) ends 
of the rear section. 

The interior has high plaster ceilings and a floor of narrow wooden floor boards. 
V.'alls are plaster with wood paneling at the hase. Each classroom has '.rood paneled 
doors with a transom, and many have interior windows six-over-six. The classrooms 
usually have three windows to the outside. The building's windows and doors have simple 
wood surrounds decorated with bull's eye corner blocks. 
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PERI0D .W'S.AS OF SIGNIFICANCE--CIIFCKAUD JUSTIFY EEIGW 

! Rl ! • " lORIC ' ' CHFOLUGY i RCHISTORIC - COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE RELIGION 
I H J O K 9 9 AhCHEOlOGY HISTORIC ..CONSERVATION ._LAW SCIENCE 

. U f O 1L99 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS -.LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

ICOO 1C39 - ARCHITECTURE _*EDUCA7ION —MILITARY —SOCIAL HV.': '.ITARIAN 

.1700 1J99 _-ART _ENGINEERING - M U S I C —THEATER 
X : : 0 0 1C99 COMMERCE _EXP10RATIGN'SETTILV.ENT .^THILCJ: CPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-00- -.COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITlCS'GOVERNMENT —OTHER iSPECIFYI 

— INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 S 9 2 BUILDER/ARCHITECT chsrlem KM* 

STA1 L.'.'-.NT OF SIGNIFICANCE . 

The Captain Henry Fleete School, built in 1892, is a prominent lane, ark in the Fell'd 
T"oint community. Its high pyramidal tower, somewhat Romanesque styling, and tsassivenoss 
contrast sharply with surrounding structures. The school was originally designed uith 
sixteen classrooms, each with cloakroom, two teacher's rooms, snd a large book roci. Tt 
-.-as originally called Primary School #25. 

Located in the heart of Fell's Point, an established residential district which is 
gradually attracting new residents to the City,this building is proposed for re-use as 
a 22-unit housing complex. It is part of an extensive rehabilitation effort taking 
place in this important Polish-American community. Although many of the buildings have 
deteriorated, there is a growing interest in this area as a unique historic water-
related residential area. The re-use of this building not only meets a housing need 
for low and moderate income families, but recycles a building which is large and presentljj 
vacant—a blighting influence in the community. 

The school is named after Captain Henry Fleete, an early Virginia merchant and fur 
trader. Nearby Fleet Street in Fell's Point may have also been named after Captain 
Fleete, but was probably named after Fleet Street in London. 

m1"-?'ARY 0 F SIGNIFICANCE 

This school is significant for its Victorian styling and imposing Romanesque 
tower. The detailing of the building, including the large central arch, smaller fourth 
story arches, ornamental cornice over the entrances, and capitals with book and scroll 
design, is excellent for a school building of its era. The school provided education 
to the ethnically mixed Fell's Foint community for nearly seventy-five years. 
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Baltimore City Inspector of Buildings Reports, 1891-2. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE CF NC.YINATEO PROPERTY . 3 1 a c r e 

U1M REFERENCES 

A-LLI] \?Jl>l\!<hO} |AL3M»JJl,0,0j B| J I I ,_| , , J [ . , . . 1 , 1 . , , J 
,'CNE HASTING NORTHING /"CNE EASTING NORTHING 

CLLJ I-J-.J i iJ L J - i J , .J D L J LJ-t-Lx-«.J L L J _ J J . .J 
V L . ^ A L LCLNLArtY UESCRif i lON 

Begimiiig approximately 50 feet from the northeast corner of the i n t e r sec t ion of 
Bond and Fleet Streets—an i r r e g u l a r l y shaped lo t 129' x 110 ' . 

LISTAI ["STATES"AN"D COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

(si:jjFGL*ivfi P).<.RiJAlvJfiD BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Fred Shohen 
ORGANIZATION " " D A T E - " 

Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE" 

100 North Holliday Street (301)396-4866 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Baltimore • Maryland 21202 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL J( . 

As lha desiynated ^tr.te Historic Preservation Office! for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Lsw89-C6l>f. I 
hcic-Uy nominate ti i is prcperty (or inclusion in the Nr.tional Rc-yister ^.id certify that it has been evaluated occording 10 ihe 

criteria end procedures set forth by the National Park Service. , //? 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER D A T E 

FOR MPS USE ONLY "~" 
1 HERESY CERTIFY THAI THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

A).'r/>~ K / / J$.:*A,i\aL**\ DATE r 
DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

ATTEST: 

c ^ : k - ; • 1 1 3 
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