AA-2542
Maryland City

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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croperty Name: ~ Maryland City Inventory Number: AA-2542

Address:  Subdivision Entrance - Old Line Avenue at Laurel-Fort Meade Road Historic district: yes X no

City: Laurel Zip Code: 20724 County: Anne Arundel

USGS Quadrangle(s):  Laurel

Property Owner: ~ Multiple Tax Account ID Number: ~ Multiple

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): ~ Multiple Tax Map Number: ~ Multiple

Project:  Baltimore-Washington SCMAGLEYV Project Agency:  Federal Railroad Administration

Agency Prepared By:  Straughan Environmental, Inc.
Preparer's Name: Sarah Michailof, MA Date Prepared: 1/25/2019

Documentation is presented in:  N/A
Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended
Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property:

Name of the District/Property:
’ . . .
Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes

Site visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date:

Description of Property and Justification:  (Please attach map and photo)

Maryland City is a residential subdivision, 280 acres in size, located 1.5 miles east of downtown Laurel in Anne Arundel County,
Maryland. The subdivision is located approximately halfway between Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, bounded by MD 198 to
the north, Baltimore-Washington Parkway to the south and east, and Brock Bridge Road to the south and west. The property
location is shown in Figures 1-1 and 1-2. Plat maps of the development are included in Figures 2-1 to 2-15, and Figure 3-1 shows
advertisements for the model homes. Photographs of the property are included in Figures 4-1 to 4-7.

The subdivision is comprised of 15 sections, platted between July 1961 and December 1965 (Figures 2-1 to 2-15). Overview
photos of the subdivision are provided in Figures 4-1 to 4-3. The subdivision includes curvilinear streets with curbs and sidewalks
named after places and themes in Maryland. Typical lot sizes are 60-70 feet wide and 110-130 feet deep, with a 25-foot-wide
building restriction line along the front of each lot and a 5-foot utility easement along the rear of each lot. Asphalt or concrete slab
driveways extend to each house from the subdivision streets. Maryland City Elementary School and the West Arundel Swim Club
are both located in the center of the development.
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Maryland City contains 1,071 residences. The majority of residences are ranch houses constructed between 1961 and 1965 (Laurel
Leader 12/31/14). An area of 24 split-level style houses along Crumpton Court and Old Line Avenue in Section 13 were
constructed between 1969 and 1972, and two split-level houses at 261 and 253 Brock Bridge Road in Section 2 were constructed
in 1975 (SDAT 2018). Baltimore Sun newspaper advertisements for Maryland City (Figure 3-1) advertised four ranch models that
were available for purchase: the Talbot, Dorchester, and Somerset are shown in advertisements, and the Kent, although not shown
in any of the advertisements, was the fourth model available according to other newspaper sources (Baltimore Sun 6/11/1961,
Washington Post 3/8/2003). No advertisements were found for the split-level houses in the subdivision.

The Talbot is a side-gabled ranch house, four bays wide and two bays deep. An off-set front door enters the house from a broad
entry porch below the main roof form. Two short windows are along the front fagade on the porch, and a three-part picture window
is on the portion of the fagade not covered by the porch. The Talbot is shown sided with aluminum siding. Below the picture
window is an ashlar block veneer panel. The Dorchester is similar to the Talbot but contains a smaller front entry porch. It is also
shown in the advertisement with aluminum siding and an ashlar block veneer panel below the picture window.

The Somerset is the smallest of the three ranch models, with similar form to the Talbot and Dorchester models but no front porch.
In addition to the aluminum siding and ashlar block stone veneer panel on the front fagade, this model features a spandrel between
the two short windows on the front fagade. In the drawing of the model in the newspaper advertisement, the two short windows on
the fagade are spanned by a board and batten spandrel panel. The Kent was not shown or described in any of the advertisements;
based on field observation and a newspaper article, the constructed Kent-style homes appear to be a slightly shorter and smaller
version of the Somerset model. Relatively intact examples of the Talbot, Dorchester, Somerset, and a house that appears to be a
Kent model are shown in Photos Figures 4-4 and 4-5.

Split-level houses in Section 13 were not featured in any advertisements for the subdivision but appear to be clad in similar
materials as the ranch houses (Figure 4-1). All split levels are bi-level splits with an off-center front door. They are side-gabled and
four bays wide by two bays deep. The windows are generally eight-over-eight, double-hung windows. Approximately half of the
split-level houses feature a two-story porch that extends across three of the front bays.

As constructed, the model houses exhibited some variety in exterior cladding and finishes. Available records do not indicate how
many of each model were constructed. Houses were clad in either aluminum siding or asbestos shingles. It appears that most, if not
all, houses had either a low masonry veneer feature wall below the picture window or, particularly in the Dorchester model, the
entire wall of the fagade containing the picture window was veneered in a masonry finish. Most of the masonry veneer consisted of
either simulated cement masonry (in an ashlar block design) or brick (in either a running bond or stacked design). A few houses in
Section 11 had feature walls that were stucco with simulated brick accents (Figure 4-6). All windows were originally aluminum-
framed, sliding windows. Doors, shutters, and other trim work was frequently executed with geometric designs of squares or
diamonds. An original door is shown on the house in Figure 4-4 and original shutters with square accents are shown on the
Dorchester model in Figure 4-4 and the Somerset model in Figure 4-5.

Maryland City Elementary School and the Anne Arundel Swim Club are located in the center of the subdivision. The elementary
school is located on an 8.87-acre tract of land and opened in January 1965 (SDAT 2018, The Evening Sun 3/24/1965). The
school’s parking lot is located at the front of the school, in the northwest corner of the school’s parcel. Athletic fields are located
southeast of the school. The school is roughly U-shaped in plan view and is a one-story building clad in brick with a flat asphalt
built-up roof. A metal parapet, clad in vertically seamed aluminum. surrounds the roofline of the building. The entrance to the
building is along the northwest elevation, through three metal doors. Windows on the building are two-light aluminum-framed
windows topped with an opaque spandrel panel. Along the front elevation the windows are paired, but along the southwest
elevation and other elevations of the building that contain classroom wings, the windows are clustered in groups of six. Adjacent to
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the school’s northeast elevation is a free-standing gymnasium and two temporary classroom trailers. During the January 2019 site
visit, construction of a new school addition at the rear of the building was underway.

The West Arundel Swim Club is located on a 1.78-acre parcel roughly bounded by Horsehead Street to the northeast, Old Line
Avenue and Park Hall Street to the west, and Wye Mills Street to the southeast. It contains a T-shaped pool, approximately 75 feet
by 100 feet, and a concrete masonry block building constructed in 1964 that includes locker rooms (SDAT 2018). A volleyball
court is located on the east side of the building and a picnic area is located on the lawn that surrounds the south and west sides of
the pool. The property is accessed from a driveway that leads from Old Line Avenue to a parking lot on the east side of the
volleyball court.

Most houses have had exterior alterations since construction. Most commonly, the windows have been replaced with vinyl
windows in a variety of configurations, with one-over-one and six-over-six double-hung windows being the most common
replacement styles. Picture windows have been replaced, also most commonly with vinyl replacement windows, either in styles
similar to the original windows or in a large variety of bow and bay windows. Other typical alterations include replacement of the
original siding with vinyl or cement fiberboard siding. Installation of replacement siding often included removal of original
trimwork, such as shutters and the masonry panel or feature wall, resulting in a simpler fagade. Other common alterations to the
houses include additions in the rear or side of the house, wooden decks and ramps at front entrances, and a few second-story
additions. Photos 12 and 13 show typical house alterations.

Growth of suburban developments such as Maryland City was possible due to several factors: widespread access to automobiles
by the 1930s, expansion of highways throughout the first half of the twentieth century, housing loans through the Federal Housing
Authority (beginning in 1934), and the advent of local planning and zoning, including provision of utilities such as water and
sewerage. Suburban growth, nationally and in the Washington-Baltimore region in central Maryland, is discussed in detail in
several sources, including Maryland State Highway Administration’s Suburbanization Historic Context and Survey completed by
KCI in 1999 for the Capital Beltway Corridor Transportation Study. Automobile-oriented suburbanization during the Modern
Period historic context (1930 to present) is summarized in the following text.

During the 1920s, the automobile liberated Americans from the confines of urban living. In 1920, one out of every 13 Americans
owned a car, and by 1930, one out of every five owned a car (Abbott 1987). Despite effects of the Depression, the 1930s also
marked a period of increasing car ownership and increased spending on highway construction. Automobiles opened vast unbuilt
areas to development, including areas lying between suburban rail axes and beyond city limits (KCI 1999).

The years following World War Il saw huge demand for housing, as returning servicemen and women married and formed
families. Construction of housing had lagged during the depression and war years, and the federal government responded to the
emerging housing crisis by underwriting billions of dollars of mortgage insurance through Federal Housing Authority (FHA) and
Veteran’s Administration (VA) programs, resulting in an eight-fold increase in housing starts between 1945 and 1947 (Ames and
McClelland 2002). Most subdivisions immediately following the war were constructed near the city line and catered to residents
with automobiles. By the 1950s, suburban populations in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Montgomery, and Prince George’s Counties
had increased by 87 percent over pre-war levels. The first shopping centers sprang up in the mid-1940s. In the next two decades,
public and private investment in commercial, institutional, industrial, and public facilities to serve the new suburbs rivaled the
investment in housing (KCI 1999).

Following a lull in the 1950s, a second building boom occurred in the late 1950s to early 1960s. This building boom was
characterized by larger houses and expansion further from the cities. Expansion between Baltimore and Washington, D.C., was
made possible by the construction of major highways, including Baltimore-Washington Parkway (opened in 1954), the Baltimore
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and Washington Beltways (opened in 1962 and 1964), and 1-95 between Washington and Baltimore (opened in 1971) (KCI 1999).

The early 1960s saw the planning of entire towns accessible to cities by the new highways. In Maryland, Belair at Bowie was
constructed beginning in 1960 by the firm of Levitt and Sons, eventually growing to 9,700 units of housing over the next 17 years.
Land was donated for schools and churches but not constructed by the developer. Columbia, in Howard County, was being planned
at about the same time as Bowie. However, Columbia was designed to include class, religious, and racial diversity, and included
plans for a downtown area with offices and shopping, and satellite villages centered around smaller shopping complexes (KCI
1999).

Development of Maryland City

Maryland City was envisioned by builder-developer E. Harvey Kayne as a community of 5,000 living units midway between
Baltimore and Washington, D.C. Kayne, through his development firm Maryland City Corporation, planned to develop the
residential community concurrently with religious, recreational, service, and retail facilities with development extending along both
sides of Laurel Fort Meade Road. Laurel Fort Meade Road, originally Maryland Route 602, was constructed in the mid-1940s to
connect Laurel and Fort Meade to Burtonsville and other points west. The road eventually became part of Maryland Route 198.
NSA Headquarters at Fort Meade opened in 1957 and the agency rapidly expanded through the 1960s, eventually becoming the
largest employer in Maryland (NSA 2012). The NASA Goddard Space Flight Center opened north of Greenbelt in 1959
(Rosenthal 1968).

The first plans for development at the interchange of Laurel Fort Meade Road and Baltimore-Washington Parkway were made by
real estate developer Harry Boswell. He purchased 1,200 acres of land in the early 1950s to build “Meade City.” Unable to secure
an agreement with Anne Arundel County on the provision of water and sewage disposal services due to concern with potential
sewer flows into the Patuxent River, Boswell eventually abandoned the project and sold the land to Kayne in 1960. Kayne and his
company, the Maryland City Corporation, also had difficulties securing water and sewer services for the community, finally
obtaining an agreement with the County Sanitary Commission in October of 1961. Maryland City Corporation partnered with
Weaver Brothers Incorporated to finance the development and Hyman & Flower, an architectural-engineering firm, to prepare the
designs and specifications for the houses. The first houses were occupied a year later, in October 1962 (Laurel Leader 2014).

Kayne used a novel “modular production area” in the center of the development where lumber was pre-cut and walls and trusses
assembled prior to installation on individual house lots. The novelty of the production area was profiled in the local House &
Home magazine, which noted that developers all over the County were visiting the site to see the process. Despite efficient
construction methods, progress on construction was slower than planned because Kayne was unable to obtain a conditional
commitment from FHA to finish houses that were under contract (Laurel Leader 2014).

Eventually Maryland City Corporation declared bankruptcy and Weaver Brothers purchased unfinished homes and resumed
building in 1965 (Laurel Leader 2014). Only 1,071 of the planned 5,000 houses were constructed at Maryland City. Although a
large commercial center was eventually developed on Laurel Fort Meade Road, this occurred decades later. Eventually, houses
planned on the north side of Laurel Fort Meade Road were constructed as part of the Russett development, which began
construction in the late 1980s (Baltimore Sun 1988).

Eligibility Assessment

Maryland City is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Although the development as planned would have made
it the largest planned subdivision in Maryland at that time, the Maryland City Corporation went out of business before these plans
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could be realized. Within the next decade, large developments such as Bowie and Columbia, being constructed at approximately
the same time, eclipsed even the planned size of Maryland City.

The subdivision is not eligible under Criterion A because although it is associated with historic events or patterns of events (such
as the decentralization of federal agencies to the suburbs), Maryland City was one of many subdivisions constructed to provide
residences for employees of these agencies.

Maryland City is not eligible under Criterion B. The developer of Maryland City, E. Harvey Kayne of the Maryland City
Corporation, developed two subdivisions in Maryland; Pleasantville, in Glen Burnie, was developed prior to Maryland City.
However, Kayne has not been associated with significant contributions to suburban development in Maryland. In addition, the
development has not been associated with prominent or influential civic leaders, politicians, merchants, or professionals.

Maryland City is not eligible under Criterion C because it lacks architecturally significant building types, periods, or methods of
construction. The houses were typical ranch houses constructed in the early 1960s and stylistically similar to ranch houses
constructed earlier in Kayne’s Pleasantville subdivision and in other subdivisions in Maryland. The curvilinear street layout was
typical of its time and did not introduce significant or innovative designs that contributed to the development of suburban
landscapes. Only a small proportion of residences retain original materials and design and thus the subdivision as a whole lacks
integrity of design and materials. Although the onsite modular production methods were novel and attracted the attention of the
press and other developers, the increased efficiency did not result in a novel product.

Eligibility under Criterion D was not investigated as part of this study, as the subdivision is not anticipated to contain materials or
evidence of construction techniques with potential to answer important research questions about human history.
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Photo 1. View east of ranch houses along Sudlersville South at intersection with Chaptico South.

Bty

Photo 2. View east of split-level houses on cul de sac at Crumpton South at Old Line Avenue.
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1
Photo 3. View south towards entrance to Maryland City at MD 198Laurel Bowie Road and Old Line Avenue.

Photo 4. View northwest along Crumpton South at Elkton Street.
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Photo 5. View southwest along Sudlersville South at Valley Lee South.

Photo 6. View southeast towards Maryland City Elementary School on Crumpton South.
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Photo 7. Talbot model Ranch

Photo 8. Dorchester model Ranch House at 319 Vale Summit South in Section 8.
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Photo 9. Somerset model Ranch House at 3389 Crumpton South in Section 2.

Photo 10. Kent model Ranch House at 253 Federalssburg South in Section 3.
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Photo 11. Talbot model Ranch House at 3366 Crumpton South in Section 11 with stucco and brick detailing.

Photo 12. Somerset model ranch house at 255 Federalsburg South. Typical alteration of exterior with vinyl siding and
replacement windows and removal of original features.
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Photo 13. Kent model ranch house at 336 Park Hall South. Typical exterior alteration - addition of wooden ramp and
carport.
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AA-2542_2018-12-04_01.tif, Maryland City, View East of Ranch Houses along
Sudlersville South at Intersection with Chaptico South

AA-2542_2018-12-04_02.tif, Maryland City, View East of Split-level houses on Cul-de-
sac at Crumpton South at Old Line Avenue

AA-2542_2018-12-04_03.tif, Maryland City, View South towards Entrance to Maryland
City at MD 198 Laurel Bowie Road and Old Line Avenue

AA-2542_2018-12-04_04.tif, Maryland City, View Northwest along Crumpton South at
Elkton Street

AA-2542_2018-12-04_05.tif, Maryland City, View Southwest along Sudlersville South
at Valley Lee South

AA-2542_2018-12-04_06.tif, Maryland City, View Southeast towards Maryland City
Elementary School on Crumpton South

AA-2542_2018-11-27_07.tif, Maryland City, Talbot Model Ranch House at 3397
Horsehead South in Section 2

AA-2542_2018-12-04_08.tif, Maryland City, Dorchester Model Ranch House at 319
Vale Summit South in Section 8

AA-2542_2018-11-27_09.tif, Maryland City, Somerset Model Ranch House at 3389
Crumpton South in Section 2

AA-2542_2018-11-28_10.tif, Maryland City, Kent Model Ranch House at 253
Federalsburg South in Section 3

AA-2542_2018-11-27_11.tif, Maryland City, Talbot Model Ranch House at 3366
Crumpton South in Section 11 with Stucco and Brick Detailing
AA-2542_2018-11-28_12.tif, Maryland City, Somerset Model Ranch House at 255
Federalsburg South. Typical Alteration of Exterior with Vinyl Siding and Replacement
Windows and Removal of Original Features

AA-2542_2018-11-19_13.tif, Maryland City, Kent Model Ranch House at 336 Park Hall
South. Typical Exterior Alteration — Addition of Wooden Ramp and Carport
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